
A Fort Bend County jury convicted a 
Sugar Land man of  aggravated sexual 
assault of  a child and sentenced him to 25 
years in prison.

Hugo Aguilar was indicted in 2014 on 
one county of  molest-
ing a child.

Aggravated sexual 
assault of  a child is 
a first degree felony 
punishable by 5 to 99 
years, or life, in pris-
on and a fine up to 
$10,000.

Evidence present-
ed by prosecutors 
Jessica Ramos and 
Tristyl McInnis, 
with the Fort Bend 
County District At-
torney’s Office, revealed that Aguilar sex-
ually abused his female victim inside his 
residence when the victim was 11 and 12 
years old.

“The jury deliberated for less than an 
hour before handing down their guilty 

verdict,” lead prosecutor Jessica Ramos 
said.

“In a case with no physical evidence, the 
swiftness of  the jury’s verdict reaffirms 
the power that a victim’s voice has in a 
court of  law. I am so proud of  the victim in 
this case for using her voice so that a Fort 
Bend County jury could serve justice.”

McInnis said children are some of  the 
most vulnerable members of  the commu-
nity and; therefore, need the most support 
and advocacy. 

“We are so fortunate to have Child Ad-
vocates of  Fort Bend serving our com-
munity, including providing therapy for 
children and families who have suffered 
abuse,” McInnis said.

District Attorney Brian Middleton add-
ed, “My office’s highest priority is to pro-
tect the most vulnerable in our commu-
nity; including women, children, and the 
elderly. This verdict is another instance of  
justice for our children and our families.”

Aguilar was tried in the 434th District 
Court before Presiding Judge J. Christian 
Becerra. 
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Terry wins battle with George 

Ranch; see Sports

Marsha Hoover Goates considering 
changing her hair style. She’s thinking 
sweeping bangs a la Beth Dutton or mul-
let as worn by Tiger King’s Joe Exotic...

Daniel Ornelas and wife Beth 

Ackerman-Ornelas enjoying a home-
made batch of  profiteroles, made from 
scratch...

 Owen Jeske, 82

— SRW

Page 5

7 286037 20032

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2021

Happens all the time

Jesus asked, “Which of  these three do 

you think was a neighbor to the man who 

fell into the hands of  robbers?” The ex-

pert in the law replied, “The one who had 

mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and 

do likewise.”

Luke 10:36-27
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Wishing Our Readers a Happy Thanksgiving!

Retired county emploees
The Fort Bend Retired County 

Employees Association will hold 
its annual Christmas dinner for 
members from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 11, at the Fort Bend 
County Fairgrounds, Building D. 
Lunch will be catered. One guest 
at no charge. Please RSVP to Alice 
Halgren at 281-239-9435. Dues of  
$15 collected at door. Please bring 
a dessert to share and nonperish-
able item for community project.

Quilt raffle
The Women of  St. Paul Luther-

an Church in Rosenberg will host a 
quilt raffle on Sunday, Dec. 19.  Tick-
ets are $1 each or a book of  six for $5 
and are available at the church of-
fice, 1208 Fifth St., Rosenberg, Mon-
day-Friday between the hours of  
8 a.m. and noon.

Czech Heritage Society
Czech Heritage Society Fort 

Bend County Chapter is holding its 
2021 Christmas Party at the SPJST 
Hall in Needville on Sunday, Dec. 5, 
at 10 a.m.   Please bring an item for 
the silent auction and enjoy all the 
festivities including the 50/50 pot, 
door prizes and lots of  music and 
membership renewal. A catered 
meal with beverage will be served 
about 11:30 a.m. Meals are free for 
members and guests are $12. RSVP 
to Linda Pavlicek 979-230-6928, Kathy 
Taylor 713-504-5912, or Leon Anhais-
er 281-804-9454 by Friday, Nov. 26.

Good Afternoon!

A war  
promise

fulfilled

Shae Allison, Brenda Stelzel and Brooke Woodward during a Facetime call with Joe Serksnis. He served in the 

U.S. Army during the Vietnam conflict with David Stelzel, Brenda’s late husband.

Family meets dad’s Vietnam 
War buddy — 46 years later

From Joe Serksnis: “Spec 4 Dave Stelzel and Sgt. “Patch” having 

some refreshments before getting our Class A uniforms. This photo 

was taken about 45 minutes after we landed at Travis Air Force base 

outside of San Francisco, Calif. Needless to say we (the whole plane 

load) were very excited to be back. When we left Da Nang, we only 

wore fatigues because they were the only clothes we had for the 

most part. Some guys had a T-shirt and a pair of shorts.”

Joe Serksnis David Stelzel

SEE PLEDGE, PAGE  5

Fort Bend County drainage department employees decorate the Christmas tree inside 

the historic county courthouse last week. Placing ornaments are Cameron Kuban, Sage 

Hlavaty, William Kelner and Bennie Vitek.

Courthouse Christmas tree
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Child rapist gets 
25-year prison term

Hugo
Aguilar

County 
animal 
shelter at 
capacity
BY NICK IRENE 
nirene@fbherald.com

The Fort Bend Animal Shelter has reached full 
capacity and in need of  kind adopters, volunteers 
and foster parents.

A Tuesday news release stated the overran shel-
ter has 152 dogs and 28 cats on site with another 157 
pets in foster care.

While operating at or over capacity is not out of  
the ordinary for the Fort Bend County Animal Ser-
vices, the shelter’s population has remained consis-
tently higher than normal in recent months.

Shelters throughout the area have had increases 
in owner surrender requests and stray pets. As the 
pandemic’s restrictions loosen, potential pet own-
ers have decreased dramatically, media representa-
tive Sally Sparks said.

“Right now, we are desperately looking for 
adopters, rescue organizations or foster homes for 
the animals in our shelter,” Director of  Fort Bend 
County Animal Services Rene Vasquez said. “Our 
goal is to be able to place as many of  our pets as pos-
sible in a home so that we never get to a point where 
we are forced to make a difficult decision driven by 
time or space.”

If  fosters or adopters do not show, Vasquez and 
staff  would have to euthanize animals in order to 
make room. 

“We haven’t had to (euthanize animals) in years 
but when something like this happens we have to 
ask the community for help,” Vasquez said. 

Helping out at the annual Pecan Festival on Sun-

day were Tatum Vela and Remington Scarlato, 

coordinators of the Miss Pecan pageant. Dominic 

Medina served as usher. 
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Helping out at the pageant

Pat Dirba with The Herald was tell-
ing a friend that she recently had her 
pinky toe removed for health reasons. 
“Well, Pat, we know that little piggy’s 
not coming home from the market,” her 
friend responded...

SEE SHELTER, PAGE  2
BY DENISE ADAMS
Special to The Fort Bend Herald

As an adult, Joe Serksnis spent 
hours behind the wheel of  an 18-wheel-
er, covering thousands of  highway 
miles. The long-haul trucker would 
sometimes find himself  thinking 
about the hot, humid jungles of  Viet-
nam. Back in the early 1970s, Joe 
served in the U.S. Army as a driver at a 
compound near Da Nang.

More often, his thoughts would cen-
ter around two of  his best friends in 
the war, David “Dave” Stelzel and Da-
vid “Pharris” Vann. Joe would smile, 
remembering how they’d called him 
“that crazy Yankee.” He also remem-
bered he’d made a promise to visit 
them once they were all back home.

But life happens.
The three finished their commit-

The Needville Senior Citizens commit-
tee will raffle off  several homemade quilts 
during the annual Leroy Miksch Senior Cit-
izen Fundraiser, set for Jan. 23 at the Colum-
bus Hall, SH 36 in Needville. Proceeds will go 
to the Needville Ministerial Alliance to help 

support the Needville Senior Citizens pro-
gram, which is housed at Immanuel Evan-
gelical Church. The raffle tickets are $2 each 
or a book of  six for $10. Tickets are available 
at New First Bank, Western Power, Prosperi-
ty Bank, Kinfolks Antiques, and Lillie Kays. 

Benefit quilt raffle scheduled for Jan. 23


