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HIGH SCHOOL 
VOLLEYBALL

2019 season starts Tuesday 

night; see Sports

Czech Society to meet
The  Fort Bend Czech Heritage Society 

will meet Aug. 10 at 10 a.m. at Gus George 
Law Enforcement Academy, 1521 Eugene 
Heimann Circle in Richmond. Guest 
speaker Susan Glaser will share a com-
pelling story about a man who saved over 
600 Czech Jewish children from the Nazis 
during World War II. 

Church blood drive
The St. Paul Lutheran Church Board 

of  Evangelism will host a blood drive on 
Sunday, Aug. 25. Call the church office at 
281-341-7500 to schedule an appointment 
or go online to giveblood.org.

Hermann Sons Life to meet
Members of  the Rosenberg-Rich-

mond Hermann Sons Life Lodge will 
meet on Monday, Aug. 12, at 7 p.m. at the 
Rosenberg Civic Center.  Ice cream will 
be served and a game night is scheduled.  
Call 281-344-8055 for more information.

Disabled veterans to meet
The Disabled American Veterans Aux-

iliary Unit 233 will meet at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 
13, at  12300 Parc Crest Drive in Stafford 
(United Way building). A covered dish and 
pot luck dinner will be served.  The DAV 
invites the public to join the association, 
which is committed to helping veterans, 
surviving spouses and caregivers. For 
more information contact Angie at 713-
817-4641 or Janie at 281-239-5236.

Benefit bingo
The Fort Bend Hispanic Heritage As-

sociation will host a family fun bingo 
and cake auction fundraiser on Sunday, 
Sept. 8, at the Stardust Event Center, 1022 
Herndon Drive in Rosenberg. Proceeds go 
toward college scholarships.

If  you want to be left alone, remember:

If  you’re sitting in public and a 

stranger takes the seat next to you, just 

stare ahead and say, “Did you bring the 

money?”

Louis O. Jackson celebrating his 
85th birthday with family and friends....

Zachary Hart of  Fulshear, a me-
chanical engineering student at Missou-
ri University of  Science and Technolo-
gy, was named to the spring honor roll...

Dr. Jennifer Cantu of  Rosenberg 
taking her girls to the Taste of  Rosen-
berg...Girls say they’re not ready for 
summer vacation to end...

Mary Helen Whitlow, 95
Dolores Milda Tielke Blaylock, 91
Emil Straznicky, 96

“If  you want something done, ask a 

busy person to do it. The more things you 

do, the more you can do.” 

— Lucille Ball, American actress-come-

dian (born this date in 1911, died 1989)

— BH
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Hey, Buddy!

The psalmist wrote, “In my distress I 

called to the Lord; I cried to my God for 

help. From his temple he heard my voice; 

my cry came before him, into his ears.”

Psalm 18:6

Good Afternoon
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Houston Methodist Sugar Land Hospi-
tal will host a free flu shot clinic & com-
munity toy drive on Saturday, Oct. 12, 
from 8 a.m. to noon

Please bring a new, unwrapped toy or 
clothing item to donate and receive a free 

flu shot.  One flu shot per unwrapped toy 
or clothing item. 

For more information, please visit 
events.houstonmethodist.org/flushot-sl 
or call 281.274.7976. 

No appointment is necessary.

Free flu shot clinic set for Oct. 12

The Women of  St. Paul Luther-
an Church, located at 1208 Fifth St., 
Rosenberg will host their annual ban-
quet featuring a faith testimony and 
pottery demonstration by Rachel Nor-

ris of  Joy Pottery on Saturday, Aug. 10, 
at 10 a.m.

A salad luncheon will be served and 
a silent auction with proceeds going to 
Krause Children’s Center in Katy.

St. Paul Lutheran Women plan annual 

fundraiser for second weekend in August

Make plans now to join the fun at the 
36th annual Needville Harvest Festival, 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 18 and 19.

The first Harvest Fest took place the 
third weekend in October, 1983, and it has 
been held at that time each year since.

Downtown Needville was the site of  
the celebration for many years, but con-
tinued growth necessitated the move to 
Harvest Park, where nearly 5,000 people 
gather annually for lots of  food, fun, and 
a wide variety of  activities, events and 
entertainment.

The 16-acre Harvest Park, located at 
3001 Violet St., is open year-round for the 
enjoyment of  the community, but Har-
vest Festival President Chris Janicek 
said the annual event that made the park 
possible is something folks look forward 
to for months.

“Needville Harvest Festival features 
two big days jam-packed with fun and ex-
citement for people of  all ages,” he said.

Activities kick off  the evening of  Oct. 
18 with a barbecue cook-off  featuring 
more than 50 teams. Events begin early 
the following morning with a fun run 
and continue throughout the day with 
everything from a talent show to a live 
auction, lawn mower races to a car show.

More than 60 food and craft vendors 
offer something for everyone, and the 
Kidz Zone is always a favorite, featuring 

Annual Harvest Fest to take place Oct. 18-19

The newest addition to Harvest Park in Needville got under way last week. On hand to watch the start of construction on a new 

covered pavilion alongside the jogging trail were, from left, Harvest Festival Committee members W. Lee Hedt, Sandra Wendt, Sherry 

Winkelman, Tommy Stavinoha and Chris Janicek.SEE HARVEST FEST, PAGE  5

BY ALEX WUKMAN
awukman@fbherald.com

Common Threads and Hope on the 
Brazos teamed up to hold their annual 
Back to School Fair.

The event brought approximately 1,400 
families to the Old Jane Long Gym in 
Richmond for free school supplies, books 
and shoes.

“We want to make sure that [the fami-
lies] have everything they need to be suc-
cessful in the school year,” said Elida Cas-
tillo, a manager for Common Threads.

Although the event was scheduled to 
begin at 9 a.m., Common Threads opened 
the doors early to accommodate the 
crowd, Castillo said.

“We had people lining up at the crack 
of  dawn,” she said. The fair relied on the 
labor of  more than 300 volunteers from 
various organizations throughout the 
Richmond-Rosenberg area.

One of  the groups that pitched in 
was some of  Lamar Consolidated High 
School’s Mustang Playhouse. The group 
of  11 theater students stuffed backpacks 
with school supplies.

The students decided to volunteer as a 
way to “serve our community and bond 
as a troupe,” incoming freshman Sophia 
Helbert said. The fair coincided with the 
theater troupe’s schedule, according to 
Bobby Ramirez, one of  LCHS’ theater 
teachers.

“We just finished our theater boot 
camp and were looking for a service proj-
ect when this came along,” Ramirez said.

Another organization that participat-
ed in the fair was Sole of  Love, a nonprof-
it that provides school-age children with 
free shoes. McKenzie Bland was one of  
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McKenzie Bland, left, receives a new pair of sparkly shoes from Shana Reynolds at Com-

mon Threads annual Back to School Fair on Saturday. Bland was one of approximately 

1,400 families who received free school supplies.

Back-to-School Fair helps 
students start year on right foot

SEE FAIR, PAGE  10

BY HERALD STAFF

The Fort Bend ISD Board of  Trust-
ees approved a schematic design for a 
12-classroom addition at Neill Elemen-
tary.

The board approved the plans last 
month, along with two other projects 
from its 2018 bond program.

While FBISD is making progress to-
ward the construction of  new schools, 
it is also moving forward with plans to 
accommodate the growing student pop-
ulation at Neill Elementary, located on 
3830 Harvest Corner Drive in the Har-
vest Green subdivision in Richmond.

The board approved a construction 
services agreement with Webber Com-
mercial Construction, LLC. 

The construction cost for the addi-
tion is $4,964,374 and will provide space 
for approximately 260 students.

“With the 2018 bond in full swing, 
we look forward to delivering beau-
tiful schools that are state of  the art, 
energy efficient and will meet our stu-
dents’ needs for the next 60 years,” said 
FBISD chief  operations officer Oscar 
Perez.

The district also approved a design 
for Elementary School No. 52, which 
will be located near the Fort Bend Toll-
way and will hold 1,000 students. 

The campus has an overall project 
cost of  $45,751,823 to build and is slated 
to open in the fall of  2021.

Also, the district will begin its de-
sign of  High School No. 12, located in 
Rosharon, with an overall project cost 
of  $180,973,879. 

The school is scheduled to open in 
the fall of  2022.

Campus to 
get more 
classrooms

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

At the July Rosenberg City Council 
workshop meeting, council members 
agreed to limit audience speech at meet-
ings.

This hot-ticket issue will be revisited 
and possibly revised at Tuesday’s regular 
city council meeting.

The meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m.
The specific amendments to the city 

policy would limit each speaker address-
ing council to one time at the beginning 
of  the meeting for up to three minutes on 

specific agenda items or for general com-
ments.

Currently, audience members can 
speak during general comments and can 
sign up to speak on each agenda item.

“The legislature passed a new law 
that is effective Sept. 1,” City Attorney 
Grady Randle explained to council at the 
last meeting. “Any open meeting that re-
quires an agenda requires (allowing) cit-
izen comments.

“Your rules are pretty good as they are. 
Do you want to have audience comments 
at the beginning or on the agenda item or 
both?”

Council members Richard Olson, Kev-
in Raines, Steven DeGregorio and Jacob 
Balderas agreed that audience members 
should speak only once, at the beginning 
of  the meeting.

“I would say either let them speak at 
the item or at the beginning of  a meet-
ing,” Mayor Bill Benton added.

“Pick an item or speak at the beginning 
of  the meeting under general comments 
about all of  the items. But you got three 
minutes to do it.”

Council member Isaac Davila said he 
couldn’t believe what he was hearing.

“I do not want to limit anybody’s free-

dom to speak on any topic they want to,” 
Davila said.

“I kind of  like the way we have it now. 
That’s my opinion.”

The rest of  council in attendance did 
not agree.

Council member Lisa Wallingford was 
not present for the last meeting.

In other business, council members 
will consider taking action on repealing 
the city’s decorum policy.

At the July workshop meeting, council 
members came to the consensus to dis-

Public comments, decorum policy on agenda

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE  8

Bring unwrapped toy in exchange for immunization


