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HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETICS

Lamar Consolidated trainer 

Fyke named to GHATS Hall of 

Honor; see Sports

Inflation is the art of  cutting of  money 

in half  without damaging the paper.

Sierra Romero-Hearrell from Rich-
mond proud to earn a Bachelor of  Sci-
ence degree from Southern Arkansas 
University last month. Romero-Hear-

rell majored in exercise science from 
the college of  education....

Lynn Pena enjoys the dry heat over 
the weekend by barbecuing steaks, sau-
sage, chicken and ribs for family in the 
backyard....Carrie Moody prepares for 
Father’s Day this weekend by making 
crafts with son Jackson...

Jason and Ashley White proud of  
daughter, Terry High School graduate 
Maddison Ulrich, for being accepted to 
Texas A&M this fall...She is the grand-
daughter of  Lynn and Elaine Bow-

man of  Pleak...

Jessie Rodriguez Bustoz, 78
Marsha Ann Yoder Bradley, 73

 “Our memories are card indexes con-

sulted and then returned in disorder by 

authorities whom we do not control.” 

— Cyril Connolly, British critic

 (1903-1974)

— BH
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Ouch!

Whatever you do, whether in word or 

deed, do it all in the name of  the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.

Colossians 3:17

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

Juneteenth celebration
Fort Bend Black Heritage Society 

and the Fort Bend County Heritage 
Unlimited Museum will sponsor a com-
munity Juneteenth observance from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday, June 19, at Bates 
Allen Park,  630 Charlie Roberts Lane in 
Kendleton.

July 4th closings
The city of  Richmond will be closed 

Friday, July 3, for Independence Day, a 
city holiday for employees. City Hall is 
located at 402 Morton St. Essential ser-
vices, such as fire and police, will con-
tinue to operate. Please call 281-342-5456 
for further information.

Fish Fry Fridays
The Rosenberg Knights of  Columbus 

is resuming its popular fish fry Fridays 
fundraiser. The first Friday will be June 
26. The fundraisers are also scheduled 
for July 24, Aug. 28, Sept. 25 and Oct. 23.

Meals consist of  fried catfish, French 
fries, pinto beans and hushpuppies.

Due to COVID-19 concerns, only 
drive-thru will be offered. Serving be-
gins at 5 p.m. and ends at 7:30 p.m. at Co-
lumbus Club Hall, 2007 Kay Cee Drive, 
Rosenberg.

Cost is $11 per plate. Cash, credit card 
or check accepted.

Early voting
Early voting in the special July 14 

run-off  election will take place from 
June 29-July 10 and Election Day, which 
is the last day you can vote, is on July 14.

The Fort Bend County Law Library 
will host an Attorney Lecture Series 
this summer for individuals wanting 
to learn more about various aspects 
of  the legal profession. These classes 
will be virtual sessions presented via 
Zoom; they will not be in person.

“Introduction to Nondisclosure & 

Expunction” will take place on Fri-
day, June 19, from 2-3 p.m. Attorney 
Annie Scott will explain the qualifi-
cations for either nondisclosure or 
expunction, where to find the forms, 
and where to file the documents. She 
will also explain pitfalls that may be 
encountered.

Library to host attorney lectures

Fort Bend County has rolled out its 
Coronavirus Response Small Business 
Emergency Assistance Grant Program.

The program was developed to help 
small businesses struggling because of  
the economic shutdown and the impact 
the coronavirus pandemic is having on 
businesses.

Here’s 25 answers to frequently asked 
questions to help business owners and 
managers considering applying for the 
grants:

1. Is this for Fort Bend Business 

only?

Yes, this program is for businesses lo-
cated in Fort Bend County

2. Can non-profits apply?

This program is for profits only. We 
recommend that if  you have not done so 
already, you make application for PPP 
through the SBA

3. Can churches apply?

Non-profits are not eligible. We recom-
mend that if  you have not done so already, 
you make application for PPP through the 
SBA

4. Where do I apply?

The online application will be available 
on Monday, June 15th at 8 am at www.fort-
bendcountytx.gov

5. Can I apply through my bank?

No, you would apply on-line through 
www.fortbendcountytx.gov

6. Is this open to self-employed or 

sole proprietors?

Yes
7. If  I applied for an EIDL but don’t 

have it yet, do I qualify?

We encourage you to apply as soon as 
the program is on line and then if  you do 
receive funds from EIDL prior to the fund-
ing of  the Fort Bend County Grant, you 
will be eligible after the first two weeks of  
the program when it opens to those what 
have not received SBA assistance.

8. Is this available to travel agents 

who are independent contractors 

with no employees?

You are encouraged to apply in case 
there is a second phase that may adjust 

the criteria. Your information will be 
used to indicate if  there is a need.

9. Is there a credit score require-

ment?

No, the FICO report is to determine if  
the business is in good standing and via-
ble.

10. What if  my income is way below 

$100,000?

You are encouraged to apply in case 
there is a phase two that may adjust the 
criteria. Your information will be valu-
able in determining if  there is a need.

11. What is considered inventory?

Inventory would be property, goods in 

County rolls out small business grant program
Merchants impacted by economic shutdown encouraged to apply
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The online petition to remove a monu-
ment believed to promote a racist part of  
Fort Bend County history was brought 
up at Monday’s Richmond city council 
meeting.

Richmond resident Samantha Rodg-
ers spoke to the Richmond City Council 
on Monday asking that the monument 
outside City Hall that honors people from 
the Jaybird-Woodpecker War should be 
removed.

Rodgers, who is the wife of  Jacquizz 
Rodgers, the star running back that led 
Lamar Consolidated High School to a 
state football title in 2007, started an on-
line petition one week ago after doing 
some research into the history of  Fort 
Bend County, and the monument.

“I’ll be going to every council meet-
ing,” she said. “I hope (the city council) 
will listen to the community and make 
the right decisions.”

Rodgers told The Herald that she start-
ed the petition on Change.org after find-
ing out the history of  the Jaybird-Wood-
pecker War, when an all-white group 
of  Democrats called Jaybirds ousted a 
group of  Republicans and

The Jaybirds would establish 
“whites-only” primaries and controlled 
Fort Bend County politics for over 70 
years until the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
against the primary in 1953.

“(The monument) is glorifying one 
side that promotes racism and white su-
premacy,” Rodgers said. “I don’t believe 
the city should have something there that 
says these are your heroes.”

As of  Monday afternoon, Rodgers’ pe-
tition has reached over 450 signatures.

Rodgers is originally from Oregon, but 
moved with her husband to his home-
town.

She also said she is working on discov-
ering possible cases involving police bru-
tality in Fort Bend County, especially in 
the Richmond and Rosenberg areas.

There is a second petition to remove 
the monument that was started by Taral 
Patel, which has over 350 signatures after 
it was started on Sunday. Patel, who is the 
chief  of  staff  to County Judge KP George, 
said that he is starting the petition on his 
own behalf.

Rodgers is confused on why Patel start-
ed another petition when she had hers 
posted first. 

“It makes us look divided and not uni-
fied,” she said.
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Lisa Gonzalez spent her Saturday morning selling freshly toasted Columbian coffee and 

freshly squeezed fruit juices to patrons at the Richmond Farmers Market. Gonzalez said 

her coffee and juices are replenished weekly to maintain freshness. The market will be 

held each Saturday in June and July in St. Johns UMC parking lot at 501 Jackson St.

Fresh at the farmers market

Activist says Jaybirds 
monument offensive

An obelisk erected on the Richmond City Hall grounds is dedicated to the memory of 

the fallen Jaybirds. Two petitions call for the memorial to be taken down because it 

honors the memories of racists and racism.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The coronavirus pandemic may have 
pushed back the Rosenberg City Council 
election, but that isn’t stopping the city 
from appointing council members to 
boards and committees.

The May election was postponed to 
Nov. 3.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, mem-
bers will take action on appointments to 
city boards and committees.

The committees and open slots avail-
able are as follows:

Rosenberg Animal Control Shelter Ad-
visory Board (up to three council mem-
bers);

Image committee (one council mem-
ber);

Main Street advisory board (one coun-
cil member ex-officio);

Parks and recreation board (one coun-
cil member);

Professional services/engineering 
project review committee (three council 
positions);

Rosenberg Development Corp. (three 
council positions);

Charter review committee (two coun-
cil positions); and

Hotel occupancy tax (HOT) evaluation 
committee (two council positions).

Currently, council members Jacob Bal-
deras and Steven DeGregorio serve on the 
animal control shelter advisory board.

Benton serves on the Image committee.
Balderas serves on the Main Street ad-

visory board.
Council member Richard Olson serves 

on the parks and recreation board.
Council members Kevin Raines, Olson 

and Balderas serve on the RDC.
Balderas and Olson serve on the char-

ter review committee.
Benton serves on the HOT evaluation 

committee.
And Raines and Olson serve on the pro-

fessional services/engineering project re-
view committee.

Council will also vote to select citizens 
to boards, committees and commissions.

In April, council came to a consensus 
to advertise for applications for June ap-
pointments to the various panels.

They include the planning commis-
sion, the image committee, the Main 
Street advisory board, the parks and rec-
reation board, the RDC, the charter re-
view committee and the HOT evaluation 
committee.

Planning commission members serve 
two-year terms.

Image committee members serve a 
one-year term.

Main Street advisory board members 
serve two-year staggered terms.

Parks and recreation board members 
serve one-year terms.

RDC board members serve two-year 
staggered terms.

Charter review committee member-
ship is undefined and under council’s 
discretion.

And HOT committee members serve 
one year terms.

The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. at 
City Hall, 2110 Fourth St.

Citizens will be allowed to attend coun-
cil meetings, but must first be screened 
for symptoms associated with COVID-19, 
including a temperature check; and must 
wear a protective mask while in Rosen-
berg City Hall.

Council to appoint members, 
citizens to boards, committees
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Outdoor lighting regulations are on the 
Rosenberg Planning Commission agenda.

At Wednesday’s meeting, planning 
commission members will discuss 
strengthening the regulations.

The existing lighting regulations are 
limited to commercial and multi-family 
parking areas and regulate hours of  op-
eration, the requirement of  photo sensor 
systems, and that all lighting must be con-
fined on the premises.

City staff  has compiled potential addi-
tions to the ordinance for review below:

No flood lights should be mounted on 
buildings except for wall packs on the 

rear of  buildings.
Lighting should be low-key and the 

placement of  fixtures shall coincide with 
major walkway areas.

Site structure lighting should be il-
luminated with a concealed, stationary 
shielded light source.

Outdoor lighting should be designed so 
that the lighting is deflected, shaded and 
focused away from adjacent properties.

Spotlights and floodlights elevated 
above the ground on poles, buildings, or 
other structures and used for area light-
ing should be adjusted so that their axis 
of  illumination is at an angle not great-
er than 20 degrees measured from the 
vertical line between the fixture and the 
ground. This does not apply to outdoor 

recreational facilities.
Lastly, the addition of  a requirement 

for a photometric analysis is recommend-
ed. The applicant must supply one to 
show that there is no property line “spill-
over” of  lighting.

In other business, commission mem-
bers will review front parking setback 
requirements.

Currently, the city has a 10-foot parking 
setback requirement from rights-of-way.

It has been previously discussed by the 
commission if  the setbacks should be in-
creased if  they contain a utility easement. 
For example, if  the setback requirement 
is 10 feet, but there is also a 10-foot utili-
ty easement adjacent to the road, the 
setback could be increased so it is a true 

landscaped area not containing a utility 
easement.

The meeting is slated for Wednesday at 
5 p.m. at City Hall, 2110 Fourth St.

Commission meetings are open to the 
public and citizens are encouraged to at-
tend.

Citizens will be allowed to attend 
commission meetings, but must first 
be screened for symptoms associated 
with COVID-19, including a temperature 
check; and must wear a protective mask 
while in Rosenberg City Hall.

Rosenberg City Council member Jacob 
Balderas and Rosenberg residents George 
Zepeda, Pete Pavlovsky, John Anders, Ser-
gio Villagomez and Anthony Sulak serve 
on the commission.

Lighting regulations on planning commission agenda

Visit us on the web at fbherald.com, on twitter at @fbherald and on Facebook!


