
The Pecan Grove Fire Department’s  
annual 5 Miles My Way fun run has been 
canceled due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic. 

The event, which has been held for over 
30 years, is also one of  two annual fund-
raisers that combined, provide approx-
imately $40,000 to the fire department’s 

annual budget, Chief  Joey Woolley said. 
“County health officials recommend that 
the department not hold the event due to 
the current spike in COVID-19 cases, the 
current hospital situation, the number 
of  participants and the inability to main-
tain adequate social distancing during 
certain times of  the event,” he explained.
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Area stars selected presea-

son MVPs; see Sports

Do whatever you do right the first 

time, and you won’t have to worry about 

do-overs.

Frank and Velia Cempa wishing 
good luck to their beautiful granddaugh-
ters Marie and Julia Cempa in college 
this fall....

Former Simonton mayor and WWII 
veteran Maurice Berkman celebrating 
his 100th birthday in front of  his Hous-
ton retirement facility by waving at pass-
ing vehicles filled with well-wishers...

Family of Lauren Adams of  Ful-
shear proud to share with the world that 
she was named to the Dean’s List at Pen-
sacola Christian College last semester...

Isaac Davila proud of  daughter 
Dahlia for graduating from Foster High 
School... next stop: Blinn College!

Edmund Samora noticing that local 
businesses are using UV rays to kill vi-
ruses...

Ignacio Gonzalez testing with Face-
book audio when playing guitar for 
friends and followers...

Tim Kaminski floored that stores 
have run out of  toilet paper once more...

Lynn Pena travels to Canton, Ohio to 
work with husband Michael. She hopes 
to return to see grandson Jackson for 
the July 4th holiday. 

Ron Ferris thankful he was able to 
see his doctor on short notice from Hous-
ton Methodist in Sugar Land rather go-
ing to the medical center...

Sammie Quinn Wright, 91
Lydia Helen Evanicky, 88
David Wayne Dzierzanowski, 59
Gracy Gonzales, 65
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Only once

Those who had actually seen what had 

happened to the demon-possessed man 

told the others about the pigs. Then they 

pleaded with Jesus to leave their region.

Mark 5:16-17

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

AARP meetings canceled
The Fort Bend County AARP Chapter 

1772 will not hold any more meetings this 
calendar year. Chapter President Chuck 
Cook said the AARP national executive 
vice president notified the local chapters 
of  the mandate.

Rosenberg fireworks display
The city of  Rosenberg has canceled 

its traditional Family 4th Celebration at 
Seabourne Creek Park but will still hold a 
fireworks display. People may park across 
the street from the park at the Fort Bend 
County Fairgrounds and watch the spec-
tacle.

July 4th closings
The city of  Richmond will be closed 

Friday, July 3, for Independence Day, a 
city holiday for employees. City Hall is 
located at 402 Morton St. 

Conversation circles
Fort Bend County Libraries presents a 
program for individuals of  all national-
ities who would like a place to practice 
their English language and conversation 
skills. The “Conversation Circles” will 
be live-streamed on Wednesdays, July 
1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, from 10-11 a.m. Regis-
tration is required. To register, call the 
library at 281-341-3718.

BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

More than 3,700 residents in Fort Bend 
County have tested positive for COVID-19 
since the pandemic reared its ugly head in 
March — 1,800 in the past 26 days.

And the daily tally doesn’t include those 
who tested positive and whose test results 
were not reported over the weekend and 
Monday.

So far, 53 residents have succumbed to 
the deadly virus.

The steep increase in cases in June — 
the largest rise since March — led County 
Judge KP George to issue a mask order for 
commercial enterprises countywide last 
Tuesday.

The order provides area businesses with 
a good excuse to require employees and 
customers wear masks inside of  stores.

George said business owners, health 
care experts and citizens asked for the 
order to be put in place to help stem the 

spread of  coronavirus.
Since June 1, the county has reported 

1,800 new cases, bringing the total so far to 
3,716.

The county reported 783 new cases in 
May, 939 new cases in April and 194 cases 
in March.

The Fort Bend County Health and Hu-
man Services Department, which is track-
ing the virus’ impact on the county and 
its people, reported a record-high 248 new 
cases of  the virus on Friday, as well as the 
53rd death.

April remains the most deadly month in 
Fort Bend County with 24 perishing from 
the virus. Two residents died in March, 15 
in May and 12 in the first 26 days of  June.

The county’s Health and Human Ser-
vices Department keeps a record of  the 
deaths and new cases on its Community 
Impact Dashboard website.

The county reports the new positive cas-
es as they become available.

Judge George attributes the steep in-

crease in new cases to the phased reopen-
ing of  businesses statewide in May, the 
Memorial Day holiday and other mass 
get-togethers, and the protests of  George 
Floyd’s death earlier this month.

Of  the 3,716 confirmed cases, 1,298 have 
recovered completely. To be considered 
completely recovered, a victim must test 
negative for the virus twice in a 14-day pe-
riod. More than 80% of  the people who get 
the virus experience mild symptoms, and 
some do not experience any symptoms. 
Those who do not experience symptoms 
are considered asymptomatic and could 
unknowingly spread the virus to others, 
health care experts say.

The elderly and the infirm are more like-
ly to die after catching the virus, according 
to statistics.

 Dr. Jacqueline Minter, director of  the 
Fort Bend County Health Authority, attri-
butes the decline in deaths countywide to 
more young people testing positive for the 
virus.

1,800 test positive for 
COVID-19 since June 1
Number of deaths per month has slowed since April

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

In February, Fort Bend County 
Road and Bridge granted the city 
of  Rosenberg 280 free oak trees.

But nothing is really free.
At the most recent Rosenberg 

City Council workshop meeting, 
council members discussed the 
cost of  landscape irrigation for 
the live oak trees donated by Fort 
Bend County.

City staff  revealed that irriga-
tion and installation for the trees 
could cost anywhere between 
$240,000 and $344,000.

This project would be sched-
uled in three phases to allow the 
county’s contractor time to pre-
pare the trees.

Council agreed in February 
that the trees would be planted 
at center medians along major 
thoroughfares along Bryan Road, 
Spacek Road and possibly Town 
Center Boulevard.

City staff  explained that while 
the trees would be free, the city 
would have to pay for irrigation 
and other upkeep.

“When we first discussed this, 
I had a feeling this was going to 
cost hundreds of  thousands of  
dollars,” council member Isaac 
Davila said. 

“We have more important 
things to spend money on. That’s 
a wish list. If  we had a lot of  extra 
money then maybe. But we don’t. 
I’m against it.”

Mayor Bill Benton said nice 
towns have a lot of  things like 
sidewalks and trees.

“I think we are out of  touch 
with our constituents, especially 
the poorer ones,” Davila respond-
ed.

Benton reminded him that the 
city is simply getting estimates 
for the landscape and irrigation.

Council member Jacob Balde-
ras said he would like to get more 
estimates because the prices are 
higher than he expected.

Public Services Director Rigo 
Calzoncin said he will put togeth-
er a bid package and bring this 
back to council when the bidding 
process is completed.

Free trees 
costly to 
maintain
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Marissa Havard, 10, at right, and her niece Naiomi Burrough, 8, enjoy playing on the 

vines at Brazos Bend State Park this Saturday while their parents fish. They hail from 

Mississippi. It was there first time to the state park. Mom (and grandmother) Calenia 

Havard said she was looking to get outdoors without running into crowds.

A day at Brazos Bend State Park

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County residents be-
gan early voting on Monday for a 
number of  runoff  elections in both 
the Republican and Democratic pri-
maries.

The runoff  election is also the de-
but of  new voting machines rolled 
out by the county that is a touch-
screen machine that prints out a 
paper ballot to use to tabulate votes.

Early voting sites in the area 
include the Fort Bend County 
Rosenberg Annex (4520 Reading 
Rd., Rosenberg), James Bowie Mid-
dle School (12300 University Blvd., 
Richmond), Irene Stern Communi-
ty Center (6920 Fulshear-Katy Rd., 
Fulshear), the Fort Bend County 
Road and Bridge Office (3743 School 
St., Needville) and Beasley City Hall 
(319 3rd St., Beasley).

Hours for voting are from 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. from now until Thursday, 
noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday, July 5, and 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. starting Mon-
day, July 6 to Friday, July 10,

Election Day is on Tuesday, July 
14.

Four races are on the Republican 
ballot, including a runoff  race for 
the U.S. House District 22 race to re-
place the seat currently held by Rep. 
Pete Olson.

Fort Bend County Sheriff  Troy 
Nehls and tech businesswoman 
Kathaleen Wall are on the ballot to 
become the GOP’s nominee for the 
House seat, with the winner facing 
Democratic nominee Sri Preston 
Kulkarni in November. Nehls got 
40.5% of  the March primary vote, 
with Wall receiving 19.4%.

Former county Republican Party 
chair Jacey Jetton will face public 
insurance adjuster Matt Morgan 
for the Texas State House District 
26 race. The Democrats will also 
have a runoff  election for this seat 
between software consultant Sar-
ah DeMerchant and physician Dr. 
Suleman Lalani.

Also on the Republican ballot, 
J.J. Clemence and James Pressler 
will vie for the party’s nomination 
for county’s tax assessor-collector, 
while James Lombardino and Ter-
ry Adams will be running for the 
nomination to be the judge on the 
First Court of  Appeals District, 
Place 5.

There are nine Democratic rac-
es in the runoff  election, including 
four county races. The top of  the 
ballot will be a runoff  for the U.S. 
Senate race featuring Texas state 
Sen. Royce West and former Army 
pilot M.J. Hegar. The other state 
seat on the ballot is between Chrys-
ta Castaneda and Roberto “Beto” 
Alonzo for the nomination for Rail-
road Commissioner.

In the county, Sonia Rash and 
Bridgette Smith-Lawson vie for the 
nomination for the county attorney 
position. Lynette Reddix and Jenni-
fer Cantu face for the nomination 
for the Precinct 2 Commissioner, 
who will face incumbent Vincent 
Morales in November.

Retired Houston police officer 
Eric Fagan faces former Missouri 
City police officer Geneane Hughes 
for the nomination for Fort Bend 
County Sheriff. Also, Tonja Beard 
faces incumbent Daryl Smith for 
the county’s Constable Precinct 2 
position.

Also on the Democratic ballot, 
Kali Morgan and Surendran Patel 
vie to get the nomination for the 
Judge of  the 14th Court of  Appeals 
District, Place 7.

Early 
voting 
begins

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

The city of  Rosenberg might get its own 
street sweeper.

At the May Rosenberg City Council 
workshop meeting, council members dis-
cussed the leasing or purchasing of  a city 
street sweeper.

This item was placed on the agenda by 
council member Jacob Balderas.

“This item was put here by me in order 
for council to consider the possibility of  
leasing a street sweeper,” Balderas began. 
“With these leases, the maintenance, war-
ranty and everything is already included. 
There is no need for an additional mechan-
ic. 

“The advantage of  leasing is you get a 
new model for the same amount you’re pay-
ing. That’s what I’m proposing you at least 
look into.”

The city currently utilizes a private con-
tractor to provide street sweeping services 
at an annual cost of  $89,006. The estimated 
cost to purchase a street sweeper is approx-
imately $250,000.

Balderas said when looking at quotes, 
the city could rent a street sweeper for as 
little as $35,000 per year.

Mayor Bill Benton said he’s been trying 
to get the city its own street sweeper for 
nine years.

“This is a municipal service,” Balderas 
reminded council. “If  we needed to supple-
ment some of  the cost, we could look into a 
$1 per month street sweeping fee.”

Benton said adding this fee could compli-
cate the budget process.

“Jacob, look into leasing and how much 
it would cost and see if  it makes financial 
sense,” Benton said.

Council member Kevin Raines said he 
felt secure with the current street sweeping 
contract, but the rest of  council said look-
ing into leasing was worth it.

“Go out there and get us a good deal,” 
Benton told Balderas.

This item will be brought back to council 
as information becomes available.

The next council meeting will be July 7 
at City Hall, located at 2110 Fourth St.

Citizens will not be allowed to attend 
council meetings, but can still ask ques-
tions via letters, telephone or email.

Email comments to dswint@rosen-
bergtx.gov. Meetings can be watched live on 
the city’s YouTube Channel “RosenbergTX-
Gov,” on the city’s website at www.rosen-
bergtx.gov/tv, and on Comcast Channel 16.

Purchase of street sweeper 
back on Rosenberg agenda

The Books & More! Curbside Pick-
up service at all branches of  Fort Bend 
County Libraries will be unavailable July 
3-5, in observance of  Independence Day. 
Regular Books & More! Curbside Pick-up 
service hours at the libraries will resume 
on Monday, July 6. For more information, 
contact the library system’s Communica-
tions Office at 281-633-4734.

Library hours announced

Fort Bend County residents with legal 
questions are invited to sign up online for 
the Houston Bar Association LegalLine 
program scheduled on Wednesday, July 1, 
between 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. 

Visit HBA.org/LegalLine to learn 
more and view available slots. 

Free legal service offered

5-Miles My Way fun run benefit canceled

Longtime Stafford 
Mayor Scarcella dies

Government flags across Fort Bend 
County were ordered 
to be flown at half  
staff  on Monday in 
honor of  longtime 
Stafford Mayor Leon-
ard Scarcella, who 
passed away Sunday 
at 79 after a brief  ill-
ness. 

Scarcella was first 
elected mayor of  Staf-
ford in 1969 and was 
the longest continu-
ously serving mayor 

in the United States. Those who knew him 
said he was proud of  his community and 
promoted Stafford at every opportunity.

Leonard
Scarcella


