
School supplies drive
Zumba with Cyndia & Friends 

will host a back-to-school dance 
fitness party fundraiser from 9-11 
a.m. Aug. 21 at The Knile Center, 
5419 FM 359 in Richmond. Admis-
sion is free with the donation of  
a child’s backpack or school sup-
plies. All donations benefit the 
Fort Bend Rainbow Room. Don’t 
want to dance? No problem. You 
can still donate.

‘Found and Not Forgotten’
A program on the “Sugar Land 

95” and the Texas convict leas-
ing practice will highlight the 
third-quarter full membership 
meeting of  the Fort Bend County 
Historical Commission on Tuesday, 
Aug. 17. The commission meeting is 
free and open to the public. COVID 
masks recommended but not re-
quired. The meeting will begin 
at 3 p.m. in Patton Hall at the Gus 
George Law Enforcement Acade-
my, 1511 Eugene Heimann Circle in 
Richmond.

Blood drive
Gulf  Coast Regional Blood Cen-

ter  will hold a blood drive at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 1208 Fifth 
St., Rosenberg will be held on Sun-
day, Aug. 15 from 10:30 a.m. until 2:15 
p.m. Please call the church office 
at 281-341-7500 or go online to give-
blood.org to schedule your appoint-
ment.

Retired educators 
Fort Bend County Retired Edu-

cators Association will hold their 
annual Not Going Back to School 
Breakfast at 10 a.m. on Aug. 18 at 
Long Acres Ranch. They welcome 
any retired educator to join them. 
Please RSVP to kaydanziger@aol.
com by Aug. 13. Featured speaker 
will be new Lamar CISD Supt. Dr. 
Roosevelt Nivens. 
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Fort Bend districts focus on 

online ticketing; see Sports

Overheard at the barbershop:

“The company that makes yard sticks 

says it won’t be making them any longer.”

Jess Stuart posting photos online of  
a full-size cedar post swing bed. Crock-
ett, the family border collie was first to 
try it out....Richmond City Secretary 
Laura Scarlato wishing cowoker Ida 
Miller a happy birthday...

Valerie Leung paints a birdhouse for 
a contest...

Glenn Ford Winston Jochec, 86
Richard “Rick” Ondrias, 63
Lucy Cortez Loera, 85
Francisca Ramos Adame, 88

— BH
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Wait, what?!!!

The Lord said to Joshua, “Have I not 

commanded you? Be strong and coura-

geous. Do not be afraid; do not be discour-

aged, for the Lord your God will be with 

you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9
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The 2021 Fort Bend County Fair is 
seeking entries for the always-popular 
talent show contest. 

Winners can earn some cash and brag-
ging rights for having the most talent in 
Fort Bend County.

Entries of  all kinds are being accepted. 
The competition is open to anyone who 

has musical, vocal, dance, or any other 
skill set. 

Musical instrument or an accompanist 
is allowed. 

Contestants can be from all over, in-
cluding surrounding counties. 

Earn from $100 to $500 in cash prizes.
Dancers, singers, comedians, jugglers, 

and other performers are welcomed to 
enter. 

All acts are limited to five minutes, and 
will be judged based on talent, showman-
ship, audience rapport, and stage pres-
ence. 

The decision of  the judges is final.
Talent divisions are divided into five 

groups: elementary, junior, intermediate, 
senior, and adult. 

Entry fees range from $20 to $30 dollars 
depending on the division. 

Cash awards will be given out to first, 
second, and third place. 

The Talent Contest will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 25 beginning at 11 a.m. on the 
Texas Stage.

The Fort Bend County Fair must re-
ceive entries by Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2021. 

Talent Contest Entry Forms may be 
picked up at the Fort Bend County Fair 
Office or online at www.fortbendcounty-
fair.com.

Fort Bend County Fair talent 
show registration gets underway
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Foster High School student Hannah Bronsell performs David Bowie’s “Space Oddity,” 

more commonly known as Major Tom, during the talent show competition at the 2019 

Fort Bend County Fair. She earned a third-place award in the senior division. The 2021 

County Fair is presently seeking talent show contestants.

Fort Bend County has talent

George orders masks 
worn in county offices
School districts continue to make masks optional 

A new home for Ms. Doris
BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

SIMONTON —  Almost four years 
after floodwater inundated her home, 
longtime seamstress and upholster Do-
ris Jones moved into a new house on 
Wednesday, thanks to the generosity of  
American taxpayers.

Homebuilder J. W. Turner handed 
Ms. Doris the keys to her new two-bed-
room, one-bath home, located on Bron-
cho Road just blocks from the Brazos 

River.
Funding for the home came via a 

Community Development Block Grant  
Disaster Recovery grant from Housing 
and Urban Development.

The Texas General Land Office allo-
cated the recovery grants statewide.

GLO representatives, Simonton city 
leaders and a representative from U.S. 
Congressman Troy Nehls’ office attend-
ed a joyous dedication ceremony.

Ms. Doris, as she is known in Simon-
ton and Fulshear, was the first Simon-

ton resident to receive recovery grant 
funding.

Six others who applied also have 
been approved.

Ms. Doris’ original 570-square foot 
home was damaged by the April 15, 2016 
Tax Day Flood. Two weeks after she 
was able to move back into the home, 
Hurricane Harvey slammed into the 
Texas Gulf  Coast and the Brazos River 
overflowed its banks again. 

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

After getting a temporary restrain-
ing order against Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
ban on mask mandates, Fort Bend 
County Judge KP George has issued 
a mask mandate for county buildings 
and guidelines for public schools in 
Fort Bend.

George announced on Thursday 
night that all county employees and 
visitors must wear masks at all coun-
ty facilities in an effort to stem rising 
cases of  COVID-19.

County health director Dr. Jac-
quelyn Minter also issued guidelines 
for mitigation of  the virus for all five 
county school districts. Minter rec-

ommends – not demands – that all 
students over the age of  2, all teachers, 
staff  and visitors to wear masks while 
indoors at all school facilities.

The guidelines also say that cam-
puses should “make every reasonable 
effort” to establish some social dis-
tancing between 3 to 6 feet for students, 
staff, parents and visitors.

“To quickly curb the dangerous 
and rapid spread of  the Delta variant, 
I have taken this action to protect our 
Fort Bend family,” George said in a 
statement. “Now that we have cleared 
the way and removed the hurdles that 
have prevented our municipalities and 
school districts from taking the same 
action to protect their communities 
and the children, I would expect them 

to do what is necessary and follow the 
Health Authorities guidelines.”

Lamar Consolidated ISD then re-
leased a statement stating that because 
the county has issued only guidelines, 
the district would not enforce a mask 
mandate at their schools.

“At this time, the county has pro-
vided COVID-19 guidelines for school 
districts, but has not mandated face 
masks in public schools,” the state-
ment said. “Therefore, Lamar CISD 
will continue to follow the board-ap-
proved COVID-19 protocols and face 
coverings are optional.”

Fort Bend ISD also said that it 
would also make wearing masks an 
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Ms. Doris Jones, second from left, poses in front of her new home with builder J.W. Turner, construction supervisor Ignacio Torres, friend 

Rhonda Kuykendall, Brittany Eck with the Texas General Land Office, and Alex Chadwell, representing U.S. Congressman Troy Nehls.
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A registered sex 
offender living in 
Richmond has been 
charged with posses-
sion of  child pornog-
raphy, the Fort Bend 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice reported Friday.

Steven Ray Her-
man, 57, was arrested 
Thursday, July 29, by 
members of  the Fort 
Bend County Sheriff’s 
Office Internet Crimes 
Against Children/Human Trafficking Unit.

The unit executed a search warrant in 

Steven Ray 
Herman

SEE HERMAN, PAGE  2A

Richmond man 
charged with 
possessing child 
pornography

Needville ISD School Board members 
unanimously approved the 2021 tax rate and 
2021-2022 budget at their monthly meeting on 
Aug. 11. 

Trustee Tim Sbrusch was unable to attend 
the meeting.

In addition, trustees approved a Voter-Ap-
proval Tax Rate Election (VATRE) that will 
be on the Nov. 2 ballot. Once approved, it will 
lower the property tax rate by about 12 cents 
per $100 valuation.

Tax rate tentatively lowered
The budget presented to the board by As-

sistant Superintendent of  Finance Ben Pape 
uses calculations assuming voter approval of  
the VATRE.

Approved by the board is a total tax rate of  
$1.31117 per $100 valuation, compared to last 
year’s rate of  $1.4314 per $100 valuation.

The 2021 tax rate is comprised of  $1.0071 
for maintenance and operations, and $0.30407 
for interest and sinking, also known as debt 
service.

If  the VATRE is approved by voters, it will 
not only make the tax decrease possible, but 
will also provide an increase of  more than 
$600,000 to the district annually, plus another 
$400,000 or so annual match by the state.

Pape said once Needville ISD’s 2020 fiscal 
year draws to a close on Aug. 31, the district 
will have a fund balance of  about $9.8 mil-
lion, which he described as “a very conser-
vative estimate.” That’s a $1 million increase 
from the start of  the fiscal year.

Trustees approved the $34.2 million bal-
anced budget which includes raises approved 
by the board in May, with teachers receiving 

Needville 
ISD to lower 
tax rate 12¢ 

The Happy Cousins Dance Club 
will host its monthly dance on Satur-
day, Aug. 14, at the Wallis American 
Legion Hall, 330 Legion Drive,  from 
8-11:30 p.m. Heart Land Texas will 
provide the dance music. The public 
is invited. For more information, call 
Jerry or Sharon at 281-232-3531.

The Needville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment will hold its 55th annual drive-thru 
dinner fundraiser and raffle on Sunday, 
Aug. 15, to help raise money for the 2021-
2022 departmental budget. 

The department will continue with a 
drive-thru event due to COVID concerns.

No pre-sale tickets.
Proceeds from food and raffle will help 

fund the 44-member, all-volunteer depart-
ment’s annual budget. 

Meals of  pork steaks with great tasting 
sides will be sold for $12 per plate. 

Twenty-two raffle prizes totaling over 
$17,000 include a custom golf  cart to fire-
arms, gift cards, and sporting equipment, 
cost $5 each or $25 for book of  five tickets.

The food serving will begin at 11 a.m. 
at the Needville Columbus Hall, located at 
16631 SH 36. The drive-thru will include on-
site dinner plate and raffle ticket purchas-
es with cash and credit card.

Public dance 
is Saturday

Needville VFD
fundraiser set 
for Sunday


