
Bill Hartman, the longtime owner of  the 
Fort Bend Herald, died Monday afternoon 
at a Sugar Land hospital. He was 79.

Hartman, known more commonly by 
Herald readers as “BH” for authoring the 
Fort Bend Journal and who published 
a weekly column 
he called “Sunday 
Slants,” had been deal-
ing with illness since 
suffering a broken leg 
last year.

He purchased The 
Herald-Coaster in 
1974 from Carmage 
Walls and Southern 
Newspapers, Inc. The 
newspaper was re-
named the Fort Bend 
Herald in 2007.

The Herald be-
came part of  Hartman Newspapers, Inc., 
which at one point owned 17 community 
newspapers in Texas and Oklahoma. Hart-
man relocated the company to Rosenberg 
in 1977, and he and his family moved from 
Beaumont to Richmond.

“Bill was my boss for 50 years,” said 
Clyde King, chairman of  Hartman News-
papers and publisher of  the Fort Bend Her-
ald. “He was a consummate newspaper-
man, and you would never find any ‘fake 
news’ in any of  his publications.

“I remember asking him once how to 
display a certain story of  wrongdoing by 
a community member, and I’ll never forget 
his answer: ‘Run it like you would if  you 
or I did it.’ And what he meant by that was 
that neither of  us or anyone else would be 
exempt from having our transgressions re-
ported on the front page.”

Hartman demanded his editors get as 
many names and faces in each issue as 
possible. He was a lifelong veteran of  the 
newspaper business, and began working as 
a teenager for his father Fred, who was ed-
itor and publisher of  the Baytown Sun for 
Southern Newspapers. 

Hartman attended Baytown public 
schools, graduating from Robert E. Lee 
High School in 1959.

After graduating from Baylor Universi-
ty in 1962 with a business degree, Hartman 
went to work as editor and publisher of  the 
Bayshore Sun in La Porte. He then moved 
back to Baytown in 1965 as general manag-
er of  the Baytown Sun under his father and 
Mr. Walls.

From 1971-74, Hartman served as editor 
and publisher of  the Beaumont Enterprise 
& Journal. Then in 1974, he founded Hart-
man Newspapers.

Hartman’s community services in-
cluded serving as president of  the Rosen-
berg-Richmond Area Chamber of  Com-
merce; chairman of  the board of  the 
Greater Fort Bend Economic Development 
Council; director of  Polly Ryon Memorial 
Hospital; past chairman of  the Fort Bend 
County Mobility Task Force; past vice 
chairman of  the Richmond State School’s 
Volunteer Services Council; past president 
of  the Rosenberg Rotary Club; and past di-
rector of  the Fort Bend County Fair Asso-
ciation.

Hartman served as president of  the Tex-
as Daily Newspapers Association in 1977, 
and was named the Pat Taggart Newspaper 
Leader of  the Year by TDNA in 2004. 

He was also a member of  the Baseball 
Writers Association of  America, covering 
the Houston Astros in the Herald for many 
years.

He lived in Richmond and was a member 
of  St. John’s United Methodist Church.

He is survived by his three children, 
Fred Hartman and wife Laura of  Austin; 
Lee Hartman and wife Shannon of  Sugar 
Land; and Lizz Sansone and husband Chris 
Sansone of  Sugar Land; four grandchil-
dren, Drew and Kate Hartman of  Sugar 
Land and Julia and Blake Hartman of  Aus-
tin.

Funeral services are pending, and will 
be reported in the Herald when they are 
arranged.
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Travis, George Ranch rally to 

win bi-district playoff series; 

see Sports

Alfonse Drabek saying last week 
that the fields could use a little rain, 
then on Saturday saying the fields may 
have gotten too much rain...

LeeAnn Zwahr calling Scott a 
“Steve”...

James P. Starks, 78

“Courage is being scared to death… 

and saddling up anyway.” 

– John Wayne, American actor 

(1907-1979)
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Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so 

fulfil the law of  Christ.
Galatians 6:2
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RAINES TAKES THE REINS
Casias and Olson in run-off; Jozwiak, McConathy defeated 
BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

This weekend was a total downpour. 
And with the rain came the Raines — 
Kevin Raines that is.

The city of  Rosenberg elected Raines 
as its mayor Saturday. He garnered 
72.5% of  the votes. 

Right at 944 residents voted for the 
former Rosenberg police detective, who 
was elected to his first term of  council 
in June 2019 when he defeated former 
council member Susan Euton in a run-
off  election.

This May, Raines ran against former 
Rosenberg mayor Cynthia McConathy, 
who drew 358 votes, or 27.5% of  the 
votes. 

This is the second time McConathy 
has run for mayor and lost. She lost in 
May 2019 to incumbent Bill Benton, who 
had defeated her in 2017 when she was 
mayor.

Benton was not allowed to run for 
mayor again this May because he has 
already served five terms in a row on 
council.

He may seek re-election to the council 
two years from now under city charter 
provisions.

Also Saturday, Tim Krugh was elect-
ed to the At-Large Position 1, earning 

711 votes, or 55%. He ran against L. Jay 
Edenmeyer (77 votes), Rudy Cuellar, (271 
votes) and former council member Alice 
Jozwiak (232 votes).

Jozwiak, who served a two-year term 
on the council in May 2016-May 2018, 
lost her re-election bid in 208 and was 
defeated in the June 2019 election by in-
cumbent Jacob Balderas, who resigned 
in February.

Because none of  the candidates seek-
ing the At-Large Position 2 seat on Sat-
urday earned at least 50% of  the votes 
cast, there will be a runoff  election be-
tween the top-two vote getters.

The top vote getter was former coun-
cil member Richard Olson, who gar-
nered 595 votes, or 45%. He will face 
Alicia Casias in the June 12 runoff  elec-
tion. She earned 25% (329) of  the votes. 
Former council member Amanda Barta 
drew 16% of  the votes (212) and educator 
Henva B. Medlow got 168 votes, or 12%.

Olson was elected to a two-year term 
in May 2018. He sought re-election in No-
vember 2020 but was defeated by Marc 
Morales.

The mayor receives a stipend of  $500 
per month and each council member re-
ceives $400 per month.

The newly elected council members 
will take their oath of  office during a 
special-called meeting next week.
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Kevin Raines was elected mayor of Rosenberg at the May 1 Election Saturday. Pictured 

with Raines is wife Lisa at their watch party.

In the city of  Richmond, Terry Gaul was 
re-elected to the Position 1 city commission 
seat on Saturday. He drew 222 votes, or 76%. 
His opponent Tres Da-
vis, a perennial candi-
date, earned 69 votes, 
or 23%.

Incumbent Carl 
Drozd was re-elected 
to the Position 3 seat, 
drawing 200 votes, or 
66.6%. His opponent, 
Carlos Garcia, who 
has run unsuccess-
fully numerous times 
for city commission, 
drew 100   votes, or 
33.3%.

Drozd will be serving his third term of  
office. Drozd was elected to his first two-year 
term on the commission in May 2016. He 
won re-election in May 2018.

Gaul will be serving his second term of  
office. He was first elected in May 2018.

District 1, District 4 and District 5 seats, 
as well as one at-large position, were up for 
election in the city of  Fulshear.

Kent Pool who held the At-Large posi-
tion, won re-election with 459 votes, or 82%. 

He faced Cayce Saban, who drew 97 votes, or 
17%.

Zachary Jones won the District 1 seat 
with 281 votes, or 74%. 
He faced Tajana Sur-
lan, who garnered 94 
votes, or 25%

Joel Patterson, the 
District 4 representa-
tive, ran unopposed. 
Thirty-four people vot-
ed for him.

Kaye Kahlich, Dis-
trict 5 representative, 
also ran unopposed. 
Twenty-four people 
voted for her.

In Needville, San-
dra Dorr was elected 

mayor, garnering 308 votes, or 69%. She ran 
against incumbent Andrew Bohac, who re-
ceived 137 votes, or 30%.

There will be a runoff  election for the 
alderman position in the city of  Needville.

Dusty Kalkomey and Cindy Valchar both 
earned 205 votes (26%). Coming in behind 
them with 167 votes is Philip Wigginton 
(21%), Rick Sinclair with 163 votes (21%) 
and Josh Aldridge with 41 votes (5%).

Gaul, Drozd re-elected to 
Richmond commission
Dorr defeats Bohac in Needville mayor’s race

Carl
Drozd

Terry
Gaul
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Luke and Clarissa Teel hand out free lemonade in Greatwood on Sunday. The siblings 

were accepting donations for the Women’s Pregnancy Center.

Squeezing the most out of their Sunday

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County commissioners will 
vote on a body camera policy for law en-
forcement officers that receive funding 
from the county.

The policy is part of  the agenda for 
Tuesday’s commissioners’ court meeting 
at the Fort Bend County Courthouse at 
1 p.m.

County Judge KP George has been a 
supporter of  body cameras and has been 
working to get those cameras on sheriff’s 
deputies and constables.

The policy would put body cameras on 

law enforcement officers in the Sheriff’s 
office, all four constable’s offices, the dis-
trict attorney’s office, the county attor-
ney’s office and the fire marshal’s office.

The policy was formed after commis-
sioners formed a committee last October 
that would craft a countywide body cam-
era use policy.

The policy states that every law en-
forcement office in the county, except 
those undercover, will wear a body cam-
era that will record law enforcement ac-
tivity, whether that is a traffic stop, a call 
for service or incidents and arrests.

Bill 
Hartman

Longtime Herald publisher, 
owner Bill Hartman dead at 79
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Deputies, constables 
may wear body cams

Plans call for members of  Needville 
High School’s Class of  2021 to be able to 
attend prom with social distancing guide-
lines in place, and receive their diplomas 
at graduation ceremonies less than a 
week later.

Pro-Grad will take place after gradua-
tion at Creekside Christian Fellowship, 
with graduates require to check in by 
11 p.m.

Graduation set for May 21

Gates will open at about 6 p.m. Friday, 
May 21, at Blue Jay Stadium, and gradua-
tion ceremonies begin at 7 p.m.

As always, contingency plans in case 
of  rain call for the event to be moved to 
the high school gym. If  that were to hap-
pen, said Principal Steve Adamson, seat-
ing would be limited.

For now, seniors will be issued eight 
tickets each for guests.

“But it could be more, depending on 
COVID guidelines for Fort Bend County 
as we get closer to graduation,” Adamson 

said. “Our district is still having students 
wear masks at events, so they will have 
towear masks. This is the plan now, but it 
is subject to change.”

Tickets will be taken at the gate, and 
current plans call for possibly taking 
guests’ temperature and asking the usual 
COVID-related questions.

“We’re not real sure about that right 
now,” Adamson said. “We want our grad-
uation to be as close to normal as possi-
ble. Our plan right now is to live-stream 
it for those who are unable to be there, or 
are out of  town. Our goal is to follow all 
the guidelines that are in place, but also 
to provide our graduates the best experi-
ence they can have.”

Prom takes place May 15

In keeping with that goal, administra-
tors have decided to allow the graduates 
to have a prom this year. Last year, due to 
the pandemic, it was canceled.

Masks required at Needville 
High School prom, graduation

KC car show
Knights of  Columbus Council No. 2801 

will host its second annual spring fling 
car show on June 5 at the KC hall on SH 
36 in Rosenberg.

Meet-and-greet
Lamar Consolidated ISD will host a  

meet-and-greet event Monday, May 10, to 
introduce new LCISD Supt. Dr. Roosevelt 
Nivens and his family. The “come-and-go” 
event will take place between 6:30-7:30 
p.m. at the community pavilion 1102 But-
terfly Lane, in Rosenberg. The come-and-
go event is an opportunity for people to 
meet Dr. Nivens and his family. 

Help the Rainbow Room
The Fort Bend Rainbow Room is 

holding its 10th annual Pot of  Gold Golf  
Classic on Monday, May 3, at Sweetwater 
Country Club, 4400 Palm Royale Blvd. 
in Sugar Land. Registration and lunch 
begin at 11:30 a.m. with a shotgun start 
at 1 p.m.  Dinner and awards will follow, 
beginning at 6 p.m. Anyone who cannot 
attend the golf  tournament can still sup-
port Fort Bend Rainbow Room by bidding 
in its online auction at http://www.fbrr.
org/golf  (click on “Events,” then “golf.”) 
Proceeds help provide basic necessities to 
Fort Bend County children and adults in 
care due to abuse and neglect.

SH 36 construction update
SH 36 will be reduced to one north 

and one southbound lane under U.S. 59 
while it is under construction in May. 
Construction is expected to be completed 
by mid-September. The city of  Rosenberg 
requested of  TxDOT not to begin the SH 
36 construction until the Bamore inter-
change was opened. 

Poetry slam
Fort Bend County Libraries (FBCL) 

is hosting an online Poetry Slam Com-
petition for teens and young adults. The 
theme for the competition is “Dare to 
Hope.” Entries may be submitted online 
April 5 through May 6. The live-streamed 
performance-poetry competition will 
take place on Saturday, May 8, at 2 p.m. 
Students who are 14 to 20 years of  age 
are invited to compete for prizes in this 
performance-poetry event by reading an 
original work they have created them-
selves. To participate in the competition, 
contestants should complete an online 
entry form on FBCL’s website (www.fort-
bend.lib.tx.us) AND email a typed copy of  
one original poem they wish to read for 
the competition. 

The poem will be read for the qualify-
ing round and for the final round if  the 
participant advances.
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