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There’s a specific word for being “over 
the moon” — and the Lofty Leaders know 
it.

At least they can correctly spell it.
The Fort Bend Leadership Forum 

Class of  2019 secured the designation of  
champion spellers of  Fort Bend County 
on Thursday.

Team members Darla Fanta, Chris 
Elam and Palak Jalan called themselves 
the Lofty Leaders and outspelled 16 other 
teams in the 10th annual Great Grown-
Up Spelling Bee fundraiser.

The winning trio, who were dressed as 
bumblebees and a beekeeper, went half-a-
dozen rounds, defeating Spelltalica in the 
final round.

The winning word was “cislunar,” 
which Merriam-Webster Dictionary de-
fines as lying between the earth and the 
moon or the moon’s orbit.

The event was held at Quail Valley 
Golf  Course and Country Club in Mis-
souri City.

Proceeds benefit the Literacy Council 
of  Fort Bend.

“Ten years ago, we never thought we’d 
see 200 adults at a bee,” Literacy Council 
of  Fort Bend County Executive Officer 
Kelli Metzenthin said.

“It’s fun and casual and benefits our 
programs at the literacy council. It’s a 
great time and I’m glad to be part of  it.”

Spelltalica took home second place.
The team was made up of  James Park-

er, Jason Robinett and Kim Sachtleben.
The first team eliminated was the 

Buzzwords, sponsored by CenterPoint 
Energy.

They failed to spell the word “myrrh.”
The team from The Herald, which 

went as the News Hounds, lasted two 
rounds, and was no match for the word 
“elided.”

Emceeing the event was the former 
judge of  the Texas 240th District Court, 
Chad Bridges. Literacy Council volun-
teer Shantel Benjamin was the word pro-
nouncer.

Celebrity judges included Fort Bend 
County Commissioner Grady Prestage, 
State Rep. Rick Miller and Texas Court of  
Criminal Appeals Judge David Newell.

Co-chairs of  the event were Taylor 
Connor and Fallon Moody.

“We are thrilled to be here,” Moody 
told the spellers and the audience before 
the bee began.

“We would like to thank anybody who 
has donated or sponsored.”

According to Moody, $40,000 was raised 
leading up to the event.

The literacy council is a nonprofit or-
ganization that empowers adults through 
literacy programs while raising commu-
nity awareness and expanding outreach 
initiatives.

Proceeds from the night’s event will go 
to the literacy council.

I’m uncertain exactly how many prob-

lems I have because math is one of  them!

Beth Wolf flashing a dazzling smile  
at the Great Grown Up Spelling Bee on 
Thursday night...

Kelli Metzenthin complimenting a 
friend on his shirt...

Precinct 2 County Commissioner 
Grady Prestage enjoying a cheese-
burger...while fellow celebrity judge 
Rick Miller sups on some savory 
baked beans... Former District Judge 
Chad Bridges looking dashing in a 
Navy blazer... Richmond police Sgt. Ste-

ven Rychlik and spelling teammates 
Danell Gaydos and Jordan Guerrero 
picking on the Fort Bend Herald New 
Hounds...

“’Be yourself’ is about the worst advice 

you can give to some people.” 

— J.B. Priestley, British novelist (born 

this date in 1894, died 1984)

— BH
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Hard to tell, really

Jesus replied to the disciples, “If  you 

believe, you will receive whatever you ask 

for in prayer.”

Matthew 21:22
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The Rosenberg Railroad Museum has 
plans that are out of  this galaxy for the 
upcoming Fall Fun Fest.

The theme for the sixth annual event 
mixes Star Wars and locomotives with 
“May the Steam be with You.”

The Fall Fun Fest will take place at 
the museum grounds, 1921 Ave. F, from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday.

“I am looking forward to all the fam-
ilies that come out, some attend nearly 
every festival and have become museum 
friends,” Hobdy declared.

“It’s great to see the kids’ faces light 
up when the Garden Railroad is running 
or when one of  the freight trains passes 
by on the adjacent tracks.

“Actually, that lights up smiles on fac-
es of  all ages, not just the kids.”

Activities include a museum open 
house and exhibits, up-close views of  
trains going by from the rail fan obser-
vation deck, Operation Lifesaver Booth, 
themed character guest appearances, 
a Star Wars figurine photo scavenger 
hunt, bounce houses, face painting, 
crafts, model train displays and carnival 
games.

“We have some new games this year, 
like giant jenga, plinko and connect 
four,” Hobdy said. “Plus corn hole — 
which is where you’ll find me if  I get a 
chance.”

Hobdy said there were more than 
1,000 people in attendance at last year’s 
Fall Fun Fest, posing an opportunity for 
other businesses to get more publicity.

The museum staff  and volunteers are 

National Night Out
The city of  Rosenberg will once 

again participate in National Night 
Out. This year the event will be held on  
Tuesday, Oct. 1, from 6-9 p.m. at the Tex-
as State Technical College,  26706 U.S. 59 
in Rosenberg. National Night Out pro-
vides residents the opportunity to come 
together at fun events, block parties, 
and neighborhood cookouts and more 
along with visits from local police and 
fire departments.

Citywide Garage Sale
Needville’s Citywide Garage Sale 

will be on Saturday Sept. 21 and Sun-
day Sept. 22. The annual event will 
kick off  at 8 a.m., rain or shine. The ga-
rage sale will feature more than 100 lo-
cations around town and maps will be 
available at each location. Patrons are 
advised to be aware of  their surround-
ings and watch for one-way streets.

Story spinners to meet
Join other aspiring writers at Fort 

Bend County Libraries’ “Story Spin-
ners Writing Club” on Thursday, 
Sept. 19, from 5:30-8 p.m., in Room 
2C, at George Memorial Library, 1001 
Golfview Drive in Richmond. The top-
ic for September is “Action.”

Blessing of the Pets
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1208 Fifth 

St. in Rosenberg will host a Blessing 
of  the Pets service on Saturday, Oct. 5 
at 10 a.m. Adoptions will be available 
with the Rosenberg Animal Shelter. 
Refreshment will be served and there 
will be treats for pets.

The Happy Cousins Dance Club will 
host its monthly dance on Saturday, Sept. 
14, at the American Legion Hall on SH36 
in Rosenberg. TxWild (Tx PlainsMen) 

will provide the dance music. 
The public is invited. Cost is $10 per 

person. For more information, call 281-
232-3531.

Public dance set for Saturday

Register now for special needs basket-
ball clinic, vendor resource fair and moti-
vational speaker. 

Boys and girls with autism or spe-
cial needs only (no age limit) will learn 
basketball skills and drills from former, 
pro-athlete, Remi Yusuf. 

Browse valuable vendors and service 
providers, then laugh and learn tips and 

techniques from Mental Strategist, Alana 
Higginbotham. Limited childcare avail-
able. 

The event will be held at The Fort Bend 
Church, 1900 Eldridge in Sugar Land.
Check-in begins at 9:30 a.m. and activities 
will be held from 10 a.m. to noon.

 Register today at  hopeforthree.org/
events

Railroad Museum Fall Fun Fest is Saturday
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Lofty Leaders Palak Jalan, Chris Elam and Darla Fanta took home first place at the Great 

Grown Up Spelling Bee Thursday. See more photos, Page 12.

Grown Up Spelling bee 
champs over the moon

The Fort Bend History Association 
announced Friday that its History Rising 
campaign has raised more than $1.1 mil-
lion — half  of  its fundraising goal.

History Rising is a special project to 
renovate the Fort Bend Museum’s build-
ing and exhibit space.

The project, which officially launched 
in January, includes plans for an entirely 
new, expanded exhibit space and a remod-
eled exterior with landscaping and a pa-
tio area. 

Hailed by community leaders as a 
long-anticipated and valuable update for 
more effectively sharing the rich history 
of  Fort Bend County, the campaign ini-
tially moved from dream to a work-in-
progress thanks to leadership gifts from 
Mary Jane Kocurek, Billie H. Wendt, Kay 
Danziger, The George Foundation, the 
Madison Foundation, the Fort Bend His-
tory Association’s Board of  Trustees and 
other key community partners.

“This has always been my dream – to 

see the Fort Bend Museum expand and be 
able to showcase more of  the stories that 
make up our county’s rich history,” said 
Mary Jane Kocurek, who gave the first 
gift of  the campaign and is a retired La-
mar CISD teacher/librarian and member 
of  the Fort Bend History Association’s 
Board of  Trustees. 

“I’ve been a docent since this museum 
was founded and it’s truly been one of  my 
life’s works to get the museum to be more 
competitive and engaging for today’s 
school children.”

Wendt, who has been involved with the 
Fort Bend Museum even before it opened 
in 1972, was another early supporter of  
the History Rising project.

“My mother has been active at the Mu-
seum since the very beginning and this 
project is very important to her,” said 
Wendt’s daughter, Mayor Evalyn Moore. 

“She loves the museum and all it 

History Rising campaign surpasses $1.1 million

Celebrating the halfway milestone, from left, are Kay Danziger, a board member for Lamar 

CISD and the Fort Bend History Association, Roger Adamson, CEO of The George Foun-

dation, Claire Rogers, executive director of the Fort Bend History Association, Mayor 

Evalyn Moore, daughter of leadership donor and Fort Bend Museum Docent Billie H. 

Wendt, Mary Jane Kocurek, retired Lamar CISD teacher/librarian, Fort Bend Museum 

Docent and board member for the Fort Bend History Association.

More than 1,200 attendees enjoyed viewing the visiting Santa Fe Warbonnets at last 

year’s Fall Fun Fest. This year’s event is scheduled for Saturday.

Basketball clinic planned for 
special needs boys and girls

In an effort to help Fort Bend resi-
dents who are coping with the loss of  
a loved one during the holiday, our De-
partment of  Spiritual Care and Values 
Integration will be hosting a support 
group on Tuesday, Nov. 12 from 5:30-7 
p.m. 

The support group titled “Grief’s 
Journey: Surviving the Holidays” is de-
signed to help participants learn about 
grief  and how to navigate the rituals 

and expectations of  holidays while ex-
periencing a powerful impact of  loss.

Read more about this event in the 
attached article and please share with 
your readers and online community. 

For more information, go online 
to https://www.houstonmethodist.
org/newsroom/surviving-the-hol-
i d ay s - g r i e f - s u p p o r t - g r o u p - o f -
fered-by-houston-methodist-sug-
ar-land-hospital/

Lola Jean Simmons, 72
Charlesetta Daniels, 72
Janet Duckworth Turner, 54

SEE HISTORY RISING, PAGE  9

SEE FALL FEST, PAGE  9

Suffering the loss of loved one?
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Richmond resident Rosie Alaniz meets with Rosenberg Police Chief Jonathan White at 

Coffee with a Cop Thursday. See more photos, Page 3.

Coffee with a cop


