
 AUSTIN — The Texas Senate has 
unanimously passed Senate Bill 598, 
which would require a voter-verifiable 
paper audit trail for all elections systems. 

The bill, authoried by state Sen. Lois 
W. Kolkhorst (R-Brnham), also prohibits 
any voting system from being connected 
to the internet and includes a risk limit-
ing audit to ensure the accuracy of  vot-
ing systems. 

 “In 2005, I filed one of  the first bills 
calling for a paper ballot trail to combat 
election fraud,” said Kolkhorst, whose 
sentorial district includes Fort Bend 
County. 

“After many visits with so many con-
cerned constituents and years of  efforts I 
am glad to see this through. Elections are 
the bedrock of  our republic and ensuring 
that our elections are conducted to the 
highest standards possible is a must.”

 Texas is one of  only three states that 
uses a non-paper trail system in some ar-
eas. 

SB 598 now heads to the Texas House 
and if  signed into law, Texas will be con-
sidered to have one of  the most accurate 
vote counting systems in the nation,” 
Kolkhorst said.

 Lt. Gov, Dan Patrick, a Republican, 
said he applauded Kolkhorst’s efforts to 
protect the state’s election system. 

“At a time when the rhetoric around elec-
tion security is being increasingly used in the 
media and corporate America to divide Texans 
and Americans, it is notable that Republicans 
and Democrats came together today in Texas to 

unanimously pass SB 598 designed to safeguard 
our elections.”

“As I noted recently, over the past several 
years, both parties have expressed mistrust in 
the final outcome of  elections. These bills will 
help us rebuild that trust.”
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George Ranch rally falls 

short; see Sports

If  she asks you, “What should I make 

for supper?” after 6 p.m., it’s a good bet 

she’s thinking “take-out.”

Conrad Lozano grabbing apps and 
wine with old friends Tuesday evening…
Aileen McComiskey adopts cat, naming 
him Georgie and spending far too much 
money on treats for him…Chris Gleason 
throws wife surprise birthday party over 
the weekend while daughters are out of  
town… among those in attendance are 
Denise Price and Philip Martin…Ross 

Peters starts new job Monday… excited 
to have office with a window… Lindsay 

Austin encouraging friends, family to 
join her dance studio… Meanwhile across 
town, Peter Winnette attends his Cum-
bia classes, pining over dance instructor…

Guadalupe Galvan Gutierrez, 91
Marjorie Lillie Pieper, 92

“I wish to have no connection with any 

ship that does not sail fast; for I intend to 

go in harm’s way.”

— John Paul Jones, American Naval 

Commander and Revolutionary War hero  

(1747-1792)

— BH
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Right answer!

Teach us to count our days that we 

may gain a wise heart.

Psalm 90:12
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Fort Bend County announced their 
new tool to help get the county to herd im-
munity to defeat COVID-19.

County officials were eager to show its 
new Mobile Health Unit truck that will be 
used by the county to give out vaccines to 
residents in places that are hard to get to, 
or where there are a lot of  homeward res-
idents.

The unveiling of  the MHU took place 
outside the county courthouse on Tues-
day, as County Judge KP George and 
county commissioners posed with some-
thing George called “an added tool to 
what we’re doing already.”

“We’re putting our trust in the com-
munity and putting people first,” George 
continued.

The funds to purchase the mobile unit 
were approved by the commissioners’ 

court through federal funding from the 
CARES Act. “Thanks to thee dedication 
and hard work (of  county health and 
emergency workers), we would not be in 
the top part of  the state in testing and giv-
ing out the vaccine,” Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Andy Meyers said.

Fort Bend County health director Dr. 
Jacquelyn Minter said the unit could also 
be used later when it is time for children 
under 16 to get the vaccine.

“Everybody can’t come to where we 
are, and we do have some communities 
that are in need,” Minter said.

The mobile vehicle will be mostly used 
by request, not demand, according to 
Minter. Community leaders and others 
will decide where the vehicle will be used. 
There could also be future use for the unit 
after the pandemic is over, George said.

Fort Bend County EMS has also worked HERALD PHOTO BY CHAD WASHINGTON

County officials stand next to the new Mobile Health Unit, a truck that will be used to 

help give residents in far-reaching areas a chance to get the COVID-19 vaccine.

Mobile vaccine unit ready to roll
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Rosenberg council members have 
through the end of  the year to spend 
$300,000 on COVID relief  for the city.

At the last regular Rosenberg City 
Council meeting, council members vot-
ed to extend the agreement with Fort 
Bend County in regards to coronavirus 
relief  funds.

The city of  Rosenberg received $2.1 
million of  the $134 million in federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security, or CARES, Act funds allocated 
to Fort Bend County.

Payments from the $2.1 million fund 
may only be used to cover costs that are 
necessary expenditures incurred due 
to the public health emergency brought 
about by the COVID-19 crisis.

Since receiving that money in June, 

the city has spent $1.8 million. Initially, 
the agreement called for spending the 
funds before Dec. 30, 2020.

The city’s unspent balance is approx-
imately $300,000. 

Therefore, the city requested that the 
county extend the agreement through 
the end of  2021.

“I wouldn’t have a problem with (ex-
tending the deadline), but I have a ques-
tion out of  curiosity’s sake,” Mayor Bill 
Benton began. 

“And I know I won’t be here to see 
the disbursement of  the $300,000, but 
I guess the question is: What on Earth 
else could we possibly put in to be ex-
pended for COVID funds?”

Assistant City Manager Joyce Va-
sut explained that some of  the money 
would go to providing payment for 
emergency sick leave for city staff, due 
to coronavirus.

“A few of  our larger projects, we 
didn’t get every single expenditure in 
by Dec. 30, so we have had a few remain-
ing invoices that we would like to sub-
mit to the county,” Joyce continued.

“That’s the reason we asked them to 
extend the date.”

Council member Herb Phelan said 
he couldn’t imagine not approving this 
item.

The rest of  council concurred.
Council member Susan Euton then 

made a motion to accept the resolu-
tion to extend the agreement with Fort 
Bend County in regards to coronavirus 
relief  funds. The motion was seconded 
by council member Isaac Davila and 
passed unanimously.

“Free money isn’t always free,” Ben-
ton warned. 

“This federal money ain’t free ei-
ther.”

CARES Act deadline extended

Park fundraiser
George Ranch Historical Park will 

host the “Art with a Heart: Rembrandt 
at the Ranch” fundraiser from 6-10 p.m. 
Saturday, May 8. Join Cardinal Dan-
iel DiNardo and others for a night of  
celebration and philanthropy under 
the Texas sky. George Ranch Histori-
cal Park is located at 10215 FM 762 in 
Richmond. For sponsorships and tick-
ets, visit sanjoseclinic.org/art-with-
a-heart-2021 or contact Jill Reese at 
jillreese@sanjoseclinic.org or call 713-
490-2620.

 Benefit dinner
 A drive-thru spaghetti supper bene-

fiting Friends of  Vince is scheduled for 
5-7 p.m. Saturday, May 1, at River Park 
West Clubhouse, 3821 Williams Way 
in Richmond. Dinner includes Tom’s 
famous spaghetti sauce, salad, bread 
and dessert. Purchase tickets at Ven-
mo@friendsofvince or call 832-877-1084. 
Proceeds benefit Friends of  Vince and 
its mission to provide necessities to un-
der-resourced children in the commu-
nity.

Crawfish fundraiser
Terry High School FFA Booster Club 

will host a crawfish boil fundraiser 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 24, at Cor-
ral Western Wear, located on SH 36 in 
Rosenberg. Drive-thru service only. Two 
pounds of  boiled crawfish with potatoes 
and corn will cost $20. For more infor-
mation, contact Chris at 713-447-5348 or 
Mr. Nowak at 713-806-6932.

The Needville Youth Fair will 
kick off  Friday, April 16, with the 
grownups barbecue cook-off.

The youth cookoff  teams will com-
pete on Saturday, April 17. 

The Needville Youth Fair Parade 
will take place Saturday, April 17, on 
Main Street. 

The youth fair will end this year 
on  Sunday, April 25, at the Needville 
Youth Fair site. Activities and ex-
hibits include arts and crafts, baked 
goods, pageants and the livestock 
shows. 

Arena game contests for kids is 
scheduled to begin at 2 p.m. Friday, 
April 23, with hay hauling, boot 
scramble, tug-of-war and chicken 
races. 

Sack races for kindergarterners 
begins at 3 :30 p.m. and greased pig 
races begin at 5 p.m.

The fourth annual Crawfish 
Boil Cookoff  fundraiser will 
take place between 1-5 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 24 at Dry Creek So-
cial Club, 3333 FM 359 in Rich-
mond. “Asian V.  Cajun” benefit 
is sponsored by Bee Unique and 

includes live music by 57 State. 
Cost is $29 for all-you-eat-boiled 
crawfish. Signup at sean@day-
offapparel.com. Proceeds will 
go toward helping small busi-
nesses in the area survive the 
pandemic.

The Expose Excellence Youth 
Program will present a com-
munity outreach tour and cel-
ebration from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 24, at Embassy 
Church, 2512 Ave. N in Rosen-
berg. 

Information on the program 

will be presented and college 
and technical school representa-
tives and military recruiters will 
be on hand to meet interested 
youth. The event includes free 
food, live entertainment (per-
formance by Nando Y Los Solija 
Kingz) and free raffle entry.

Fort Bend County Libraries will 
present an online Texas history pro-
gram on the Texas Revolution on 
Thursday, April 22, from 3-4:30 p.m. 

This program will be live-
streamed via Webex; it will not be in 
person.

Dr. Nicholas Cox, a professor of  
Texas and U.S. History at Houston 
Community College, will discuss 
the events leading up to the Texas 
Revolution from fall 1835 to spring 
1836, with a focus on the historic bat-

tles at Gonzales, the Alamo, and San 
Jacinto. 

Learn how the battles transpired, 
their significance in the Texas rev-
olution, and their impact on Texas 
history.

The program is free and open to 
the public. Registration is required 
for the program so that a link to the 
Webex session can be emailed to 
all who register. Register online at 
(www.fortbend.lib.tx.us) and click 
on “Classes & Events.”

Fort Bend County Libraries will 
host an online Job-Search Support 
Group on Tuesday, April 27, at 2 p.m. 
This program will be live-streamed 
via Webex; it will not be in person.

In this online forum, job hunters 
will have an opportunity to network 
with other people, exchange tips and 
leads, or simply vent their frustra-
tions with others in the same position.

Library staff  will share helpful 
online resources that can be accessed 
through the FBCL website. These free 
resources can help job seekers create 
a better resumé, improve their job 
skills, research job opportunities and 
careers, and much more.

 This event is free. Reservations 
are required so that a link to the We-
bex session can be emailed to par-
ticipants. Register at www.fortbend.
lib.tx.us, click on “classes &  events.”  

Search for work?

Dr. Gildardo Andres Ceballos has been 
named OakBend Medical Center’s 2020 
Physician of  the Year.

The hospital received several nomina-
tions for the Physician of  the Year award, 
and Dr. Ceballos was praised for his sup-
port of  the OakBend Medical Center and 
the OakBend Medical Group and its staff  
and for being someone who is dedicated to 
his patients and went above and beyond 
during the pandemic.

The Physician of  the Year award, Oak-
Bend’s highest recognition, is presented 
annually to one outstanding physician 
who possesses significant practice experi-
ence, compassion, kindness, and sincerity 
that other staff  members that work closely 
with them. These physicians always look 
and act professional and are a role model 
both professionally and personally.

A surprised Dr. Ceballos stated, “This 
award is deserved by all of  the physicians 
who worked with me against this pandem-
ic who were seeing patients every morning 
and working almost 24 hours a day. Believe 
me, this award is deserved by all of  you, 
and I think we did a good job, thank you. Joe Freudenberger, CEO of OakBend Medical Center, presents a glass plaque to Dr. 

Gildardo Ceballos, who was named Physician of the Year for OakBend Medical Group.

Ceballos named Physican of the Year
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2021 Needville 
Youth Fair set 
for April 16-25

Election integrity bill passes 
Texas Senate, heads to House

State Sen. Lois W. Kolkhorst (R-Brenham) authored the 

elections integrity bill.

Buy crawfish, help small businesses

Embassy Church to host youth 
outreach program, celebration

Learn about the Texas Revolution


