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Texas East Section 4 tourna-

ment field set; see Sports

“Everyone wants free college, until you 

offer them free college —  if  they’ll serve 

four years in the U.S. military.”

Jacqueline Hernandez of  Rosenberg 
proud to graduate from Springfield Col-
lege last semester...

David Pryce of  Richmond walking 
the stage at Bismarck State College ...

Beth Wolf chatting with her former 
boss, Fort Bend County Judge Bob He-

bert and wife Pat ... Bob sharing news 
that he has opened his consulting busi-
ness fulltime — mostly because Pat wants 
him out of  the house now and then...

Real Freeman Ransom II, 80
Wincie Chenault Campbell, 85

“I suppose it can be truthfully said 

that Hope is the only universal liar who 

never loses his reputation for veracity.” 

— Robert G. Ingersoll, American lawyer, 

politician (1833-1899)

See Page 3
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Sums it up

How good and pleasant it is when 

God’s people live together in unity!

Psalm 133:1
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July 4th closing
City of  Richmond government offices 

will be closed for Independence Day. As al-
ways, the police and fire departments will 
remain open. Call 281-342-5456 for further 
information.

Trash pickup on the 4th
Republic services will be operating 

normal trash pick up schedules in Rich-
mond on Thursday, July 4.

German Society meets
The Fort Bend Chapter of  the Texas 

German Society will have ice cream and 
movie night on Tuesday, July 9, at 6 p.m. 
at the Albert George Branch Library, 
9230 Gene, Needville.  281-342-8243.

Craft workshop
Crafting enthusiasts are invited to 

a monthly “Craft & Chat” share group 
at Fort Bend County Libraries’ Albert 
George Branch Library on Tuesday, 
July 9, from 10:15 a.m. to noon.

Richmond attorney Larry P. McDougal takes the oath of office as president-elect of the 

Texas Bar Association during the State Bar’s annual meeting in Austin. He will serve 

as president of the State Bar of Texas from June 2020 to June 2021. Texas Supreme 

Court Justice Debra Lehrmann conducts the swearing-in ceremony.

Oath of office

Bob and Denise Haenal retired from the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office on Tuesday. 

Bob, former managing editor of The Fort Bend Herald, is retiring from the sheriff’s office 

after eight years as its public information officer. Denise worked for The Herald for 11 

years in ad sales before joining the county’s human resources department in 1992. She 

joined the sheriff’s office HR department in 1994. Their joint retirement is believed to be 

a first for the sheriff’s department and perhaps Fort Bend County government overall.

Ready for retirement
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Fort Bend County District Attorney Bri-
an Middleton said his office will temporar-
ily stop accepting misdemeanor marijuana 
cases and will dismiss those cases already 
on file.

A new law makes it cost prohibitive for 
the Fort Bend County District Attorney’s 
Office to prosecute misdemeanor marijua-
na cases, he explained. 

When HB 1325 went into effect on June 
10 it changed the definition of  marijuana, 
Middleton noted.

A cannabis plant with less than 0.3% 

THC is considered hemp and is legal, while 
anything with more than 0.3% is marijua-
na and is illegal. 

However, state forensic laboratories 
don’t have the ability to test for THC con-
tent yet.

Since the law was designed to legalize 
industrial and agricultural hemp produc-
tion, the authors failed to take into account 
how it would impact the criminal justice 
system.

Publicly funded forensic labs in Texas 
can only confirm or rule out the presence 
of  THC in a plant. They can’t determine 
how potent the THC is.

Private laboratory tests can cost as much 

as $750 per case. 
The high price of  THC potency tests 

makes prosecuting misdemeanor marijua-
na cases “impossible,” Middleton said.

But the lack of  an affordable THC test 
doesn’t give criminals free reign in Fort 
Bend County, Middleton added.

“We will not sit idly by while drugs in-
filtrate our schools. And drug runners will 
not go free if  they are moving loads of  
marijuana through our county,” he said. 
“(However), it will just take extraordinary 
resources to prosecute (all the misdemean-
or) cases.”

Therefore, any pending misdemeanor 
marijuana charges will be dismissed. he 

said.
The DA’s office will retain the ability to 

refile the charges should an acceptable lab 
test become available, he said.

Anyone charged with misdemeanor 
marijuana possession will be offered a mar-
ijuana diversion program, Middleton said. 

Participants who successfully complete 
the diversion program may have their ar-
rest record expunged. Until an effective 
laboratory test is readily available, felony 
cases will be handled on a case-by-case ba-
sis, Middle said. 

“We are actively researching a solution 
and once we find one that is reliable and af-
fordable, it will be business as usual.” 

Fort Bend County DA won’t accept 
misdemeanor marijuana charges

Plenty of family fun 
planned for the 4th

Fort Bend County residents will find 
plenty of  fun things to do this Fourth of  
July without having to drive too far.

Independence Day kicks off  with the 
Pecan Grove Volunteer Fire Department’s 
annual Five Miles My Way fundraiser.

Participants will meet at the country 
club parking lot at 7 a.m. sharp. Partici-
pants are asked to be prompt so organizers 
can get the event started on time. 

The decorated bicycle contest will be 
judged at 7:15 a.m. Bicyclists and skaters 
will begin their race around 7:20 a.m. 

Runners and walkers will start around 
7:25 a.m.

Prizes are awarded in each category, and 
a T-shirt is given to each participant, while 
supply lasts. Late entries are still accepted 
at the fire station on Pitts Road. 

Online registration is available as well.  
For additional information, call the fire 

station’s non-emergency number at 281-341-
6677. 

The non-profit organization Seeds of  
Liberty will be hosting a gathering at Third 
Street Art Park, 809 Third St. in Rosenberg, 
at 10 a.m. to have a brief  reading of  The 
Declaration of  Independence. 

For more information contact Alysa Jar-
vis at 832-474-0886 or email seedsofliberty@
gmail.com.

The Fort Bend History Association will 
host an Independence Day event at George 
Ranch Historical Park at 10 a.m. 

“Enjoy this fun-filled day as we celebrate 
our country’s annual birthday with some 
old-fashioned game play,” organizers said.

Visitors can try their hand at a variety of  
historical games and take a scavenger hunt 
through time as they pick up clues across 
the park to discover intriguing trivia about 
this American holiday.

Also scheduled is a stirring reading of  
the Declaration of  Independence at the 

1890s Davis Victorian Mansion by actors in 
period costume. Bring a camera; it’s a great 
photo op.

The city of  Rosenberg will host its annu-
al Family Fourth Celebration from 6-10 p.m. 
at Seabourne Creek Nature Park, 3831 SH 36 
South. 

Hosted by the Parks & Recreation De-
partment, the free event includes a Kids 
Zone with inflatable bounce houses and 
face painting, along with horse-drawn wag-
on rides through the park. 

Food vendors will be lined up selling cold 
treats and patriotic eats. 

Steel Country is this year’s band and will 
perform on the main stage from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m.  

The band will be playing a variety of  
rock and country music that will keep vis-
itors moving and grooving.  

The much-anticipated fireworks show 
will close out the evening. 

Come early for the best spots. Don’t for-
get to bring blankets, lawn chairs and bug 
spray.

The Veranda community will host a star 
spangled fireworks display from 7-9:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, July 4. 

The free event is dubbed “Freedom, Food 
Trucks, Fireworks and Fun!” and takes 
place at 23014 Henderson Row Dr. in Rich-
mond.

Activities include bounce houses, face 
painters, music and kids activities.

The 12th Annual Fulshear Freedom Fest 
4th of  July Celebration will take place in 
downtown Fulshear on Thursday from 5:30-
9:30 p.m. The event will include a parade, 
live music, carnival games and a fireworks 
display set to begin at 9 p.m.

n Practice fireworks safety 

this Fourth of  July. Page 3.
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Rosenberg City Council members 
agreed to a code of  conduct policy in April 
to help clean up the council’s image.

But not even a month later, the decorum 
policy was broken when one council mem-
ber cursed at a colleague online.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, council 
members deliberated a decorum policy 
complaint against council member Rich-
ard Olson.

This item was slated for executive ses-
sion, meaning it was discussed in secret.

Before council members adjourned 
into executive session for over an hour on 
Tuesday, former council member Alice 
Jozwiak spoke on the issue.

“I came last week to speak and coun-

cilor Olson tabled the 
item,” Jozwiak start-
ed. “So I’m back again 
tonight.

“This concerns the 
code of  ethics. The 
ink wasn’t even dry 
yet on the signature 
on that policy before 
it was broken on 
Facebook.

“If  I could just 
quote something for 
you here, this is a 
quote from Richard Olson’s page where 
he (says), ‘Councilor Dumbass needs some 
medication.’ And he is referring to coun-
cilor (Isaac) Davila when he’s speaking.

Olson violates city’s 
code of conduct policy

Richard
Olson

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE  10
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The Richmond Planning and Zoning 
commission voted to recommend an in-
crease to the city’s water impact fee at 
their Monday night meeting.

If  adopted, the increase will only affect 
new construction or new meters.

The proposed increase would raise the 
cost of  installing a new residential water 
meter from $2,204 to $2,893. The one-time 
cost is usually paid by developers and 

passed on to homeowners.
“Impact fees are usually included in 

the cost of  house or property,” said Ange-
la Flores, a manager with utility consult-
ing firm Raftelis. Flores was hired by the 
city to analyze the need for an impact fee 
increase.

State law stipulates that cities that 
have adopted a water impact fee must 
evaluate it every five years, according to 
Flores.

Richmond P & Z Commission 
votes for water impact fee hike

SEE RICHMOND, PAGE  10

Lamar Consolidated ISD’s A.W. Jack-
son Elementary School, 301 Third St. in 
Rosenberg, will host a special program 
from the Houston Museum of  Natural 
Science on July 10.

The free event is scheduled to take 
place from 5:30-7:30 p.m. and features 
some of  the museum’s outreach pro-
grams.

Museum staff  will bring the Discov-
ery Dome. 

The Discovery Dome is an inflatable 

video theater that offers a selection 
of  more than 30 different educational 
films.

The programs are 30 minutes long 
and cover a variety of  subjects, includ-
ing the solar system, the human body, 
earth science and ancient history.

The event will also feature the mu-
seum’s Bugs on Wheels program. Bugs 
on Wheels will bring Cockrell Butterfly 
Center staff  and an array of  insect spec-
imens to Jackson Elementary.

Participants will be able to get hands 
on with some of  the exhibits — includ-
ing a walking leaf, a butterfly chrysalis 
and honeycomb. HMNS’ Dinosaur Dis-
coveries activity will also be at Jackson 
Elementary.

The event is part of  the district’s 
Family Connect series. Family Connect 
is a free learning enrichment experi-
ence open to area families. 

Interested parties need to register 
through lcisd.org/connect.

Fort Bend Lawyers Care will offer 
free legal assistance to low-income 
families and veterans and their spous-
es from 6:30-8 p.m. on Wednesday, July 
3, at Calvary Episcopal Church parish 
hall, 806 Thompson Road, Richmond. 

Volunteers lawyers will assist with 
questions on adoption, divorce,  adult 
guardianship, child support, credit 
issues, custody, land-lord tenant dis-
putes, veteran benefits, wills and pro-
bate, real estate, and more.

Science museum coming to Jackson Elementary Free legal help available


