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HIGH SCHOOL
VOLLEYBALL

Terry wins Willowridge 

Tournament; see Sports

“When fate closes a door, go in through 

a window.” — Author unknown

Precinct 2 County Commissioner 
Grady Prestage remembering his 
son’s accident in New York, thanking 
God his son survived his injury and 
expecting a visit from him in the near 
future...

The editor’s love life briefly the topic 
of  conversation at Monday’s meeting of  
the Richmond City Commission...

Rosenberg Mayor Bill Benton and 
wife Barbie — “The most beautiful girl 
in the room” — in attendance at Mon-
day’s VFW meeting....

 Angelita Ware-Veltman, 77

 “If  there is no knowledge, there is no 

understanding; if  there is no under-

standing, there is no knowledge.” 

— The Talmud

— BH
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Enter carefully

Is not wisdom found among the aged? 

Does not long life bring understanding? 

To God belong wisdom and power; coun-

sel and understanding are his.

Job 12:12-13

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

Pecan Harvest Fest
The 2019 Pecan Harvest Festival of  

Richmond will take place on Sunday, Nov. 
24, from 11a.m. to 6 p.m. Activities include 
live music, classic car show, bake-off  con-
test, farmer’s market, kids’ zone, petting 
zoo, beer and wine garden, artisan ven-
dors, hay rides, and more! In addition, 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is hosting 
a Pecan Education, including interactive 
agricultural exhibits and the Fort Bend 
County Pecan Show. 

Citywide Garage Sale
Needville’s Citywide Garage Sale will 

be on Saturday Sept. 21 and Sunday Sept. 
22. The annual event will kick off  at 8 a.m., 
rain or shine. The garage sale will feature 
more than 100 locations around town and 
maps will be available at each location. Pa-
trons are advised to be aware of  their sur-
roundings and watch for one-way streets.

Story spinners to meet
Join other aspiring writers at Fort 

Bend County Libraries’ “Story Spinners 
Writing Club” on Thursday, Sept. 19, 
from 5:30-8:00 pm, in Room 2C, at George 
Memorial Library, 1001 Golfview Drive 
in Richmond. The topic for September is 
“Action.”

Blessing of the pets
Blessing of  the Pets Service will be held 

on Saturday, October 5 at 10:00 a.m. Adop-
tions will be available with the Rosen-
berg Animal Shelter. Refreshment will be 
served and there will be treats for pets.
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Terry High Rangerettes veteran Melisa Acevedo, center, helps lead the dance team in half time ceremonies on Saturday at Mercer 

Stadium in Sugar Land.

High-flying Rangerettes

Richmond budget planners 
allow for conservative growth
BY SCOTT REESE WILLEY
swilley@fbherald.com

Richmond city leaders must be doing 
something right: No one spoke out during 
Monday’s public hearing on the proposed 
tax rate and budget.

Commissioners have informally 
agreed to keep the tax rate at 69 cents 
per $100 value, the same rate as last year. 
They are also considering adopting a 
$28.3 million spending plan.

Richmond commissioners will for-

mally vote on the proposed tax rate and 
spending plan on Sept. 16.

The proposed tax rate will fund the 
proposed 2019-20 budget, which includes 
4% pay raises for employees, and funding 
for street projects and $1.1 million toward 
the second fire station presently under 
construction.

The proposed spending plan is 1% less 
than the 2018-19 budget of  $28.5 million.

Of  the $28.3 million, 7% will go toward 
paying off  long-term debt.

The city is required to adopt a budget 

by the beginning of  the fiscal year, which 
is Oct. 1.

The tax rate will go into effect Jan. 1.
In response to a citizen’s comments at 

the first public hearing on the tax rate, 
budget planners said the city of  Rich-
mond and its tax rate cannot be com-
pared to the city of  Sugar Land.

Sugar Land levies a much lower tax 
rate — just over 35 cents per $100 value.

However, Richmond was incorporated 

SEE RICHMOND, PAGE  7

A Fort Bend County sheriff’s 
deputy was injured Monday morn-
ing when he was hit by a passing 
vehicle.

The officer was on his way to 
work when he stopped to assist at a 
vehicle crash site on U.S. 59 near the 
Wharton County-Fort Bend County 
line.

When the officer got out of  his ve-
hicle to lend a hand, he was struck 
by a passing vehicle.

The deputy was taken to a near-
by hospital where he was treated for 
his non-life threatening injuries.

Vehicle 
strikes 
deputy

Rosenberg police arrested three men 
suspected of  breaking into a local busi-
ness and stealing items.

The three men 
were taken into cus-
tody Sunday after 
they broke into 961 
Auto Services at 3501 
B.F. Terry Boule-
vard, police report-
ed.

“Officers initial-
ly responded to a 
criminal mischief  
call where a witness 
advised he observed 
persons cutting a 
fence to a nearby 
business,” Assistant 
Police Chief  Jaret 
Nethery reported. 

“Upon investigat-
ing, it was believed 
that the suspects 
damaged the fence in 
order to perpetrate a 
theft.” 

Surveillance was 
maintained over the 
property and three 
individuals were 
later seen return-
ing with a truck and 
trailer, Nethery said. 

“The suspects 
loaded stolen ATVs 
onto their trailer and 
were stopped driving 
away from the prop-
erty,” Nethery added. 

“Officers were 
able to take all three 
suspects into custo-
dy and recover the 
stolen property re-
turning it to the rightful owner.”

The men were identified as Joshua 
Gonzales, 35, Jessie Nanez, 34, and Wil-
liam Guzman,19. 

Police nab  
3 suspected 
thieves

William
Guzman

Jesse
Nanez

Joshua
Gonzales

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

Last week, the city of  Rosenberg ad-
opted a new tax rate and budget for the 
2020 fiscal year.

And according to city staff, a lot of  the 
projects being funded will come from the 
Rosenberg Development Corp. budget.

Before any money can be allocated 
to capital improvement projects for the 
upcoming fiscal year, RDC board mem-
bers must first hold a public hearing at 
Thursday’s meeting.

The meeting is scheduled to begin at 
4 p.m. at the Rosenberg Civic & Conven-
tion Center, located at 3825 SH 36.

State law requires that economic de-
velopment corporations formally desig-
nate projects by published notice, and 
then wait 60 days following publication 
to expend funds on the designated proj-
ects. The public notice was published in 

the Fort Bend Herald on Aug. 25.
Listed are the following projects:
Dollar Tree Distribution Center proj-

ect, as it pertains to constructing roads, 
water and sanitary sewer infrastructure 
— $1,650,000.

Public park facilities, as it relates to 
sports, athletic, entertainment, tourist, 
convention, and public park purposes 
and events — $50,000.

Fort Bend Transit to help the county 
service the transit needs of  its citizens 
— $75,000.

Texas State Technical College foun-
dation for development of  primary job 
training facilities — $200,000,

Way-finding sign design and installa-
tion plan — $50,000.

Sidewalk construction in designated 
commercial corridors within the city 
limits — $300,000.

Entryway signs in highly visible ar-
eas at high-traffic entry points to the city 

— $50,000.
Railroad quiet zone project — $400,000.
“Months ago, we added an additional 

crossing to our plan for that project,” 
Assistant City Manager Joyce Vasut 
explained. “And (one) crossing was not 
funded.

“Originally, we were kind of  splitting 
the cost between RDC and the gener-
al fund. And then during our (budget) 
workshop, it was suggested that the RDC 
pay for the entire $400,000 that was need-
ed in additional funding.”

The RDC has allocated $400,000 in the 
2020 budget for the $1.2 million project.

“We had $100,000 in the general fund 
in 2019 and $200,000 from RDC and 
$500,000 from certificates of  obligation 
that were issued in 2017,” Vasut contin-
ued.

“That’s the money that’s available to 
complete the project that has an estimat-
ed cost of  $400,000.”

Rosenberg Development Corp to hold 
public hearing on upcoming projects

Needville High School Sapphires 
Dance Team is partnering with Houston 
Marine Moms to collect donations for 
troops in all branches of  military service.

Donation boxes will be located in the 
high school library and Room C102 Mon-
day through Friday, Sept. 16-20.

Donations will also be accepted from 
8 a.m. to noon Saturday, Sept. 21, at the 
Vicki Miller Re/Max Opportunities of-
fice, 3026 School St., during the Needville 
Citywide Garage Sale.

“We will also set up a ‘Write a Hero’ 
note station during the garage sale so 
people can send messages of  encourage-

ment and thanks to our heroes,” said 
Sapphires Assistant Director Margarita 
Sauceda. “The notes will be included in 
the care packages.”

The following week, Sapphires Direc-
tor Jenna Lawson will schedule a time 
for the team to take the donations to the 
Houston Marine Moms office in Katy, 
where Sapphires team members will box 
the items and prepare them for shipment.

Items needed are: tuna in a pouch; 
chicken in a pouch; beef  jerky; snacks in 
single-serve packages; sunflower seeds; 

Sapphires collecting goods 
for service men and women
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POW-MIA Recognition Day is Sept. 20

The Rosenberg City Council has proclaimed Sept. 20, 2019 as POW-MIA Recognition 

Day in the city. Mayor Bill Benton, center, presented the proclamation to Ken Dillon, 

commander of VFW Post 3903, and Margie Dillon, commander of the Ladies Auxiliary. 

The proclamation encourages citizens to remember all those service men and women 

who served as prisoners of war or were listed as missing in action, and their families 

who sacrificed so much to keep the world free of tyranny. The post is planning to host a  

POW-MIA Recognition Day ceremony on Sept. 21. The public is invited and encouraged 

to attend. Dillon said he hopes to have two former POWs in attendance on that day.

SEE POLICE, PAGE  7

SEE SAPPHIRES, PAGE  7

Brazos Bend Guardianship Services 
is hosting a guardianship and alterna-
tives to guardianship information ses-
sion on Tuesday, Sept. 17, from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at George Memorial Library, 1001 
Golfview in Richmond in meeting room 
2A on the second floor. 

The session is designed for families 

who need information on obtaining le-
gal guardianship of  an incapacitated 
loved one.  An attorney will be present 
to answer any legal questions related to 
guardianship and alternatives to guard-
ianship. RSVP to: Kirk Monroe at 281-
232-7701 or kmonroe@brazosbendguard-
ianship.org.

Guardianship workshop is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 17

Trump fires Bolton
WASHINGTON (AP) — Trump says 

he fired national security adviser John 
Bolton on Tuesday.

Trump said the two ‘disagreed strong-
ly’ on many issues.


