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In any contest between power and pa-

tience, bet on patience.

On Sept. 14 Henry Ondrey Jr. and Lil-

lie Mae Strasnicky-Ondrey were bless-

ed to celebrate their 65th wedding anniver-

sary, together with their extended family 

and friends at the SPJST hall in Needville. 

They were married on Sept. 11, 1954, in 

Fort Bend county and remain residents of  

Pleak where they raised their family and 

continue to manage their farming opera-

tion and water well business...

 John Luis Reyna, 64
Warren Walker Mercer, 79
Adelaida Moore, 78
Lealand Wade Nolen, Sr., 75

 “We’re born alone, we live alone, we 

die alone. Only through our love and 

friendship can we create the illusion 

for the moment that we’re not alone.” 

— Orson Welles (1915-1985)

— BH
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Good money bet

I am God, and there is none like me.

Isaiah 46:9
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One Table Community Dinner
Only 50 tickets remain to the One 

Table Community Dinner & Street 

Dance, set for Friday, Oct. 11, at 6:30 

p.m. in front of  the Richmond City 

Hall on Morton Street. Tickets cost $50. 

Register at www.cfbca.org or call 281-

342-5464.

Infrastructure discussion
The Central Fort Bend Chamber of  

Commerce will host a discussion on 

countywide infrastructure projects 

and needs on Friday, Oct. 11, at 8:30 

a.m. Precinct 1 County Commissioner 

Vincent Morales is the keynote speak-

er.  The meeting will be geld at the 

chamber headquarters, 4120 Ave. H in 

Rosenberg.  RSVP to Briza by Oct. 9 at 

btellez@cfbca.org.

Hermann Sons
Members of  the Rosenberg-Rich-

mond Hermann Sons Life Lodge 85 

will meet on Monday, Oct. 14, at 7 p.m. 

at the Rosenberg Civic Center. Sau-

sage, sauerkraut and a side dish will be 

served. Members bring desserts.  

Mowtown on Morton
The Historic Richmond Association 

will host its second annual Motown On 

Morton on Saturday, Oct. 12 from 6-10 

p.m. on Morton Street  between second 

and fourth streets in Historic Down-

town Richmond. The free event cranks 

up with Level One Band jamming with 

Motown sound at 7 p.m.

Grow Your Own!
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service in Fort Bend County, along 

with the Fort Bend County Master 

Gardeners will host the final Grow 

Your Own classes for 2019 on Satur-

day, Oct. 19, from 9-11 a.m.; check-in 

starts at 8:30 a.m. at the Bud O’Shields 

Community Center, 1330 Band Road in 

Rosenberg. The cost is $15 per partici-

pant.  

Talent show sign up
The Needville Harvest Festival Tal-

ent Show/Contest is scheduled for 

Saturday, Oct. 19. To enter or for more 

information, call Angie Middlebrooks 

at 832-228-7737.  

The Happy Cousins Dance Club 

will host its monthly dance on Sat-

urday, Oct. 12, at the American Le-

gion Hall on SH36 in Rosenberg. 

Odessa will provide the dance 

music.

The public is invited. For more 

information, call 281-232-3531.

A Rosary Crusade Rally will be held 

at Travis Park, corner of  Damon Street 

and Avenue N in Rosenberg, on Saturday, 

Oct. 12, at noon. 

Come join in an act of  public repara-

tion and pray for the healing of  our coun-

try. Bring a rosary and a lawn chair.

For more information, contact Do-

lores Wolff  at 281-232-9879.

Rosenberg police recovered more than $300,000 in 

stolen jewelry on Tuesday after 

nabbing two thieves who helped 

rob a store in the Brazos Town 

Center shopping complex.

A Houston woman, identified 

as Jakieron Huff, 20, and a juve-

nile male were detained in con-

nection with the jewelry heist, 

Rosenberg police reported.

The brazen daylight robbery 

took place at Kay Jewelers, locat-

ed at 24102 Commercial Drive.

Rosenberg police responded 

to a robbery call and were able to 

locate a vehicle believed to be in-

volved in the heist headed north 

on U.S. 59 toward Houston, Assistant Rosenberg Po-

lice Chief  Jarret Nethery reported. 

When officers attempted to stop the vehicle, the 

driver led them on a brief  pursuit through Sugar 

Land Town Center before traveling north again on 

the U.S. 59 feeder where the vehicle was abandoned 

near Kirkwood, Nethery said.

Two unknown black men escaped on foot, Neth-

ery added. 

Nethery said the woman and boy face charges 

of  aggravated robbery, a first-degree felony offense 

punishable by up to life in prison and a $10,000 fine; 

criminal mischief, a state-jail felony offense punish-

able by up to two years in a state jail and a $10,000 

fine; evading arrest and/or detention in a vehicle, a 

state-jail felony offense.

They also face a charge of  engaging in organized 

criminal activity, a first-degree felony offense.

“This was a brazen attempt to steal hundreds of  

thousands of  dollars of  merchandise in broad day-

light at peak traffic times,” said Rosenberg Police 

Chief  Jonathan White. 

“We are thankful that no one was injured despite 

the intentional criminal actions of  these thieves. 

They not only gambled with their futures, but with 

the lives and families of  every citizen in Fort Bend 

County that they encountered on their spree.”

Smash and grab heist results in two arrests

Rosenberg police recovered more than $300,000 worth of 
jewelry stolen from Kay’s Jewelry in Brazos Town Center on 
Tuesday. Two people have been arrested in connection with 
the heist.

Police recover more than 
$300,000 in stolen jewelry 

Jakieron
Huff

Several hundred family members, 

friends and associates of  the late Herbert 

W. Appel, longtime president of  the Fort 

Bend Economic Development Council, 

were on hand Wednesday for the unveil-

ing of  a life-size statue of  him sitting on a 

bench in full fishing attire.

The statue is located in what is being 

called Appel Park in front of  a lake on 

Lake Pointe Parkway near U.S. 59 in Sug-

ar Land. Appel, who had retired from the 

EDC, died days before what would have 

been his 76th birthday in July 2018.

Funds for the creation of  the statue 

were from personal contributions and 

spearheaded by past and present EDC 

officers Bill Jameson, Les Newton and 

EDC executive Jeff  C. Wiley. The project 

was orchestrated by Sugar Land resident 

Sandy Levine, who promotes bronze pub-

lic art.

A bronze historical marker describing 

“Herb Appel, Fort Bend Statesman” is ad-

jacent to the statue.

The project also had the support of  

the Sugar Land Legacy Foundation, First 

Colony Community Association, Fort 

Bend Levee District No. 2 and the City of  

Sugar Land.

Prior to becoming EDC president, Ap-

pel owned the Coors beer distributorship, 

located between Rosenberg and Beasley, 

and Trinity Church Construction Co. in 

Richmond. He was one of  the original or-

ganizers of  the EDC in 1986.

The affable Appel re-wrote the book on 

volunteerism, showing by example how 

to help people who were unable to help 

themselves.

Appel’s brother, Gary Appel of  Gale-

Appel is remembered 
with life-size statue

PHOTO COURTESY OF GAIL APPEL

Gary Appel, Herb Appel’s younger and look-alike brother, actually was a model for the 
statue that was unveiled on Wednesday. Photos of Gary sitting on a bench, plus close 
up photos of Herb were used in creating the bronze sculpture.

SEE APPEL, PAGE  2

Public dance is Saturday
Rosary Crusade Rally planned

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County Sheriff  Troy Nehls 

scolded Democrat county commissioners 

on Tuesday after they were advised he had 

not violated the state’s “Resign-to- Run” 

statute.

Nehls took to Twitter Tuesday morning 

to claim that County Judge KP George, a 

Democrat, and the court’s two Democrat 

commissioners, Grady Prestage and Ken 

DeMerchant, were hatching a plan to re-

move him. 

County Attorney Roy Cordes told com-

missioners that Nehls did not violate the 

state’s “resign-to-run” law by forming an 

exploratory committee to run for Congress.

“The Dem led witch-hunt didn’t get very 

far,” Nehls tweeted afterward. “Today, legal 

counsel informed the FBC Comm Court 

I had done nothing wrong. I’m glad the 

Comm Court can put this to bed and get 

back to focusing on real issues facing Fort 

Bend County. I look forward to continuing 

to serve as Sheriff.”

George said in a release that he “received 

numerous inquiries from residents about 

whether the exploratory committee trig-

gered the ‘Resign to Run’ statue,” and that 

he wanted to have an “informal discussion” 

with Cordes and the other commissioners.

“This statute was designed to protect 

public integrity and the rule of  law, and I 

am dedicated to upholding these values,” 

George said.

Nehls says ‘Dem 
witch hunt’ failed
Sheriff said Democrat county commissioners 
wanted to but couldn’t remove him from office

SEE SHERIFF, PAGE  2

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

It’s approaching Halloween, which 

means it’s Dogtober. Or at least it is at the 

Rosenberg Animal Control and Shelter.

During the month of  October, the shel-

ter is holding a sale on adoptable dogs.

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and again 

on Friday, Oct. 18, the shelter is offering 

half-priced adoption fees for dogs.

“We are filled to the brim with dogs,” 

Animal Control Director Mara Hartsell 

said.

“For $50, you can adopt a fully vetted, 

spayed/neutered, heart worm preventa-

tive dog.”

Hartsell said it can be hard adopting 

out older, bigger dogs.

“People often overlook the bully-mix 

breeds, too,” she said.

“But they’re all individuals.

“They’re dogs. They’re kind and 

friendly and sociable and there’s no ob-

jective reason they’re not getting adopted.

“People have to overlook that breed 

bias.”

Hartsell said one way to help find 

homes for the three dozen dogs in the 

shelter is by holding special events like 

Dogtober.

“Dogtober is a positive way to com-

municate to the community that we have 

adoptable animals out here,” Hartsell 

said.

“At the very least, we hope to get pro-

spective dog parents to just take a look at 

the dogs we have.”

As for how Hartsell came up with Dog-

tober?

“Sometimes we pull events from other 

shelters,” she revealed. “There’s no rea-

son to reinvent the wheel.

“These events get people engaged. 

They attract attention. It’s all about going 

with the creative flow, and I think being 

creative is vital in getting these animals 

adopted.

“We appreciate any support we can get 

and we’re looking forward to seeing ev-

eryone in Dogtober.”

Rosenberg Animal Control is located 

at 1207 Blume Road and will be open from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday and Friday 

and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday.

Celebrate Dogtober at the 
Rosenberg animal shelter
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Rosenberg Animal Control Lead Volunteer 
Robert Ratcliff celebrates Dogtober with 
Caden.
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The Fort Bend Archeological Society 

will host a presentation on the “Smug-

gler’s Road” at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 15, 

on the second-floor of  the Gus George 

Law Enforcement Academy, 1521 Eu-

gene Heimann Circle, in Richmond.

The program is free and open to the 

public.

Historian, researcher, and author 

Gary Pinkerton will present “Tram-

mel’s Trace.” Trammel’s Trace was 

an important trail into Spanish and 

Mexican Texas used by smugglers 

and immigrants alike. The Trace led 

travelers from the Arkansas Territory 

down to Nacogdoches and the San An-

tonio Road, serving as the entry path for 

many in the western United States and 

her territories.

Recognition for Trammel’s Trace 

has been broad. A reviewer for the 

Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 

said that Pinkerton “brings consider-

able historical and geoarchaeological 

skills to bear in his in-depth analysis 

of  an often-overlooked early route to 

Texas,” said Paul Spana, president of  

archeological society.

“As a result of  his research and his 

efforts to educate others about the old 

road, the Stone Fort Chapter of  the 

Daughters of  the Republic of  Texas 

erected a five-foot granite marker for 

Trammel’s Trace in Nacogdoches in 

2018.”

Trammel Trace trail 
topic of discussion


