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HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL

LCISD teams play away for 

first 2 weeks; see Sports

I finally got eight hours of  sleep. It 

took me three days, but whatever.

Casey Reeves sad to see her room-
mate Clay Moss move to Austin, but 
happy to see him making a name for 
himself… Reese Vela tries to oversell 
used headphones to friend… well guess 
what? She’s not falling for it…

Jasmine White and Quy Nguyen of  
Richmond made Dean’s List at UT-Tyler  
and Chinazam Emelobe and Alex-Ju-

lian Uzuegbu of  Richmond made the 
President’s Honor Roll....

Wilma Hammack Tharp, 95
Jacinto G. Trevino, 68
Jean Marie “Jeannie” Bryant, 65
Delfina Loza, 91
Joel Hernandez De La Cruz, 37
Catalina Arizpe, 90

“People are lonely because they build 

walls instead of  bridges.” 

— Joseph Fort Newton, American 

clergyman (1876-1950)

— BH
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Aahhh!

The psalmist wrote, “The Lord is my 

light and my salvation— whom shall I 

fear? The Lord is the stronghold of  my 

life - of  whom shall I be afraid?”

Psalm 27:1

Good Afternoon

Fort Bend Journal

Around the Bend

Obituaries

Today’s Scripture

Thought for Today

Our Social Media

/fortbendherald/

@fortbendherald

The Fort Bend Herald

FBHerald.com

On Facebook at:

On Twitter at:

On Instagram at:

On the Web at:

/fortbendheraldsports

@fortbendheraldsports

@fortbendheraldsports

Resource tour
 Fort Bend County Judge KP George an-

nounces the first of  a series of  community 
resource tours in response to overwhelm-
ing positive feedback of  his earlier county-
wide listening tours in every precinct of  
the county. The first “County Judge on 
Your Corner” Resource Tour will take 
place on Tuesday, Aug. 13, from 6-8:30 p.m. 
at Our Lady of  Guadalupe Church, 514 Car-
lisle St., in Rosenberg. The Resource Tour 
is free and open to the public.

Nature Fest
The Coastal Prairie Chapter of  the 

Texas Master Naturalists will host the 
eighth annual Seabourne Nature Fest on 
Saturday, Nov. 2, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Seabourne Creek Nature Park, 3831 SH 36 
South, in Rosenberg. Admission is free. 
Open to the public.

BY CASSANDRA POLLOCK
Texas Tribune

The Texas House General Investigat-
ing Committee voted Monday to request 
that the Texas Rangers look into allega-
tions against House Speaker Dennis Bon-
nen and one of  his top lieutenants in the 
lower chamber.

The committee vote, which was unan-
imous, followed roughly an hour of  
closed-door deliberations among the five 
House members who serve on the panel. 
At issue is whether Bonnen, an Angleton 
Republican, and state Rep. Dustin Bur-
rows, R-Lubbock, offered hardline con-
servative activist Michael Quinn Sullivan 

media credentials for his organization in 
exchange for politically targeting a list of  
fellow GOP members in the 2020 prima-
ries.

Sullivan, who met with Bonnen and 
Burrows at the Texas Capitol in June, 
publicized his allegations against the two 
Republicans over two weeks ago — and 
later revealed he had secretly recorded the 
meeting. Since then, Bonnen has forceful-
ly pushed back against Sullivan’s account 
of  that June 12 meeting and has called on 
Sullivan to release the full audio. Burrows 
has not publicly weighed in. Other Repub-
licans who have listened to the recording 
have said it largely confirms Sullivan’s 
allegations against Bonnen and Burrows.

The state agency said in an email Mon-
day that it was looking into The Texas Tri-
bune’s inquiry about whether the Texas 
Rangers planned to open an investigation 
into the matter.

State Rep. Morgan Meyer, a Dallas Re-
publican who chairs the House commit-
tee, said Monday that the Texas Rangers’ 
Public Integrity Unit “will conduct an 
investigation into the facts and circum-
stances surrounding” that meeting of  
Sullivan, Bonnen and Burrows. Meyer 
also requested that the Texas Rangers 
provide a copy of  its final investigative 
report to the committee at the end of  its 
investigation.

Texas Rangers asked to investigate 
allegations against Speaker Bonnen

SEE BONNEN, PAGE  3

Hispanics Offering People Educa-
tion will host its third annual 5K Gath-
ering of  the Zombies fun run at 8:30 
a.m. Saturday, Oct. 26,  at Seabourne 
Creek Nature Park, 3831 SH 36 South 
in Rosenberg. 

Participants may walk, jog or run 
the course in their best zombie attire. 

Pre-registration is $20 per adult 
and $10 children 12 and under through 
Oct. 17.

Children under 5 may participate 
for free.

Event-day cost is $25 per adult and 
$15 for children 12 and under. For addi-
tional information, call Josie Jimenez 
at 281-633-1960 or josieaj@yahoo.com 
or Veronica Munoz at 832-380-1956 or 
munoz.

Proceeds go to college scholarships.

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

It’s budget season.
And with the 2020 fiscal year due to 

arrive on Oct. 1, Rosenberg City Council 
members and city staff  are working long 
hours to perfect the budget and find a suit-
able tax rate to help fund it.

At a special meeting on Saturday, coun-
cil members discussed the effective tax 
rate, the roll-back tax rate and the pro-
posed tax rate for fiscal year 2020.

Council members also set public hear-
ing dates related to the proposed FY2019-
20 budget and tax rate.

The council will hold its first public 
hearing on the tax rate on Aug. 20.

On Aug. 27, council will hold a public 
hearing on the budget and a second public 

hearing on the tax rate.
And on Sept. 3, council is scheduled to 

adopt the 2020 fiscal year budget, ratify 
the budget and adopt the tax rate.

At Saturday’s meeting, council came 
to a consensus to lower the tax rate a cent 
and a half.

The proposed budget was prepared uti-
lizing a 41.5 cents per $100 valuation tax 
rate applied to the certified taxable prop-
erty values.

The current tax rate is 43 cents.
Based on the effective tax rate calcula-

tion, the 2020 effective tax rate is 41.1 cents 
per $100 valuation.

According to Assistant City Manager 
Joyce Vasut, because the proposed tax 
rate is higher than the effective tax rate, 
this equates to a tax increase.

“I hope folks understand that even 
though at a penny and a half  decrease, 
we’re actually increasing taxes?” Mayor 
Bill Benton asked.

Vasut said he was correct.
“We’re trying to do the best we can and 

rebate back some of  what the increase is,” 
Benton continued.

Council member Jacob Balderas clar-
ified that even with the proposed reduc-
tion, the new tax rate will generate more 
money than last year’s because there’s 
more money coming into the city due to 
increased taxable values.

“So the city will generate more rev-
enue,” Benton concluded. “And I don’t 
think folks will have a problem with that.

“Budgets should grow at the rate of  
inflation plus population growth. I think 

folks will accept that.
“If  (residents) ask, ‘Well, why are we re-

ducing the rate 1.5 cents or why are we not 
reducing it more?’ We can tell them that, 
you know, it’s still an increase, but we’re 
trying to rebate some of  that increase.

“They would be paying more in taxes if  
we don’t reduce that rate some.”

Council members Isaac Davila and 
Kevin Raines seemed wary of  reducing 
the tax rate, but Richard Olson, Steven 
DeGregorio, Balderas and the mayor 
were in favor of  the 1.5 cent decrease.

Council member Lisa Wallingford was 
not present for Saturday’s meeting.

No action was taken on the proposed 
tax rate or budget.

The next meeting will be held Aug. 20 at 
City Hall, located at 2110 Fourth St.

Council to hold public hearing on budget

BY AVERIL GLEASON
agleason@fbherald.com

What’s sweeter than a popsicle on a hot 
summer day?

According to Rosenberg Animal Control 
Director Mara Hartsell, a popsicle and a 
pet. Well, a creamsicle to be exact.

Wednesday is National Creamsicle Day, 
and Rosenberg Animal Control has waived 
adoption fees for all orange and white dogs 
and cats.

“We’re trying to do cute little themes to 
get our cats and dogs adopted,” Hartsell 
explained. “So, if  someone adopts a cream-
sicle-colored cat or dog, then we will also 
offer them a creamsicle popsicle.”

Hartsell said these types of  events are 
intended to promote certain animals that 
could get overlooked in the adoption pro-
cess, like orange cats and dogs.

According to Hartsell, the shelter is cur-
rently housing 67 cats and 40 dogs. “We’re 
at the point in the year where we continue 
to get an influx of  animals. We want people 
to come and adopt not just on Wednesday, 
but also in general.”

Rosenberg Animal Control is located 
at 1207 Blume Road and will be open from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Wednesday.

Adopt a pet, get a creamsicle

HERALD PHOTO BY AVERIL GLEASON

Wednesday is National Creamsicle Day. Adoptable dog Hunter takes a lick of Rosen-

berg Animal Control Director Mara Hartsell’s creamsicle.

Zombie run is Oct. 26

BY ALEX WUKMAN
awukman@fbherald.com

The Lamar Consolidated ISD Board of  
Trustees will conduct a business-heavy 
meeting on Thursday when it discusses the 
district’s property tax rate and sets the dis-
trict’s 2019-20 budget.

The board unveiled this year’s proposed 
tax rate of  $1.32 per $100 of  taxable value at 
a meeting on Aug. 1. If  the rate is adopted 
it will be a marked decrease from LCISD’s 
previous tax rate of  $1.39 per $100 of  taxable 
value.

The proposed decrease in the district’s 
tax rate may result in property owners see-
ing, on average, about a $70 reduction in 
their annual property tax bill, according to 
figures published by LCISD.

However, LCISD’s figures assume that 
property being taxed hasn’t increased or de-
creased in appraised value since 2018.

The board will also receive the certified 
appraisal roll with the new property values 
at Thursday’s meeting.

If  LCISD adopts the proposed tax rate it 
would be lower than the district’s effective 
rate of  $1.40757 per $100 of  taxable value.

The effective rate is the tax rate neces-

sary to produce the same amount of  reve-
nue as last year from the same number of  
taxable properties.

The effective rate doesn’t include new 
construction of  new properties when cal-
culating a budget, according to the Texas 
Comptroller’s Office.

A school district’s property tax rate is 
split into two categories: maintenance and 
operations and interest and sinking. State 
law prohibits school districts from moving 
funds between the two categories.

LCISD’s board is proposing a mainte-
nance and operations tax rate of  $0.97 per 
$100 of  taxable value. The proposed mainte-
nance and operations tax rate is lower than 
the district’s previous maintenance and 
operations rate of  $1.06 per $100 of  taxable 
value.

Funds raised for maintenance and oper-
ations are used to covers the district’s day-
to-day expenses.

If  the board adopts the proposed rates, 
the district’s interest and sinking rate 
would also decrease from $0.38962 per $100 
of  taxable value to $0.35 per $100 of  taxable 
value. Interest and sinking funds are used 
to pay the interest and principal on any 
bonds that the district has issued.

LCISD board to discuss tax 
rate, budget on Thursday

PHOTO COURTESY FORT BEND COUNTY PRECINCT 3 CONSTABLE

The Fort Bend County Precinct 3 Constable’s Office welcomed New Zealand author 

Janet Elizabeth Henderson. Henderson has written 19 books and was researching in-

formation for a future project. Pictured, from left, are: Precinct 3 Chief Deputy Robert L. 

Van Pelt Sr., Debra Benedict, Henderson and Constable Wayne K. Thompson.

New Zealand author visits Precinct 3 Constable

BY CHAD WASHINGTON
cwashington@fbherald.com

Fort Bend County was scheduled 
to declare an order to prohibit out-
door burning in unincorporated 
areas of  the county at Tuesday’s 
commissioner’s court meeting.

Extended extreme heat and lack 
of  rain in the county has lead to the 
Texas Forest Service declaring that 
drought conditions now exist in the 
county, according to the declaration.

The order would prohibit out-
door burning in unincorporated 
areas for 90 days or when the Texas 
Forest Service determines that the 
drought is over, whichever comes 
first.

The ban would not affect burning 
activities related to public health 
and safety, or other activities like 
firefighting training or planting or 
harvesting agriculture crops.

Team spots are available for the 10th 
annual Great Grown-Up Spelling Bee, 
scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 12, at 6:30 
p.m. at Quail Valley Golf  Course & City 
Centre, 2880 La Quinta Drive in Missouri 
City.

Companies can sponsor a team of  em-

ployees. 
Individuals can put together a team. 

Want to sponsor but are unsure about 
spelling?  The Literacy Council can help 
you fill teams.

 Email Alex for more information or 
call 281-240-8181.

Grown-Up Spelling Bee seeks teams, sponsors

NEW YORK (AP) — In the wake of  Jef-
frey Epstein’s suicide , federal prosecu-
tors in New York have shifted their focus 
to possible charges against anyone who 
assisted or enabled him in what author-
ities say was his rampant sexual abuse.

Two days after the 66-year-old finan-
cier’s death in a New York jail where 
he was awaiting trial on sex trafficking 

charges, Attorney General William Barr 
warned on Monday that “any co-conspir-
ators should not rest easy.”

“Let me assure you that this case will 
continue on against anyone who was 
complicit,” Barr said at a law enforce-
ment conference in New Orleans. “The 
victims deserve justice, and they will get 
it.”

Epstein death shifts federal 
focus to possible conspirators

County may 
ban burning 
outdoors


