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Cover Story

A
fter the devastation of Hurricane Harvey, the 

Fulshear Police Department realized they were 

lacking adequate vehicles to address catastroph-

ic flooding. And while Fulshear was relatively 

unscathed compared to other areas, there was still a 

need for rescue equipment capable of high water res-

cue.

In the badly flooded areas, Fulshear police had to rely 

on other nearby emergency services to aid in rescue ef-

forts. Captain Mike McCoy of the Fulshear Police De-

partment noted, “Not a lot of Fulshear flooded too badly, 

but there were some areas that did get some water. 

Since we didn’t have the equipment, we were at the 

mercy of everybody else. We had to wait until (other 

rescue groups) were finished to come help us out, so 

we had to basically wait for resources.”

Now, thanks to a donation by Legacy Ford in Rosen-

berg, the Fulshear Police Department has a high water 

rescue truck that can push through flood waters. Lega-

cy Ford donated the use of a raised 2019 Ford F-250 

with a turbo diesel engine. 

The department previously relied on a Hummer to 

move through flooded areas, but it was unable to drive 

through high-level water. The new truck is raised much 

higher than the Hummer and can maneuver through 

deeper waters. 

The truck has benefits beyond high water rescue. Not 

long after Hurricane Harvey, a local home builder do-

nated an airboat to the police department. The rescue 

truck has a powerful engine that can easily tow the air-

boat.

The truck will not be used for regular patrol, so when 

the truck isn’t being used for rescue efforts, it will be 

used at Fulshear Police Department events. Onsite De-

cals donated the truck’s wrap. The wrap design is simi-

lar to the existing fleet decals, but McCoy said, “We did 

this design more contemporary. We have a big flag on 

the side. It looks a lot cooler.”

McCoy anticipates that the truck will be a popular fea-

ture at police events. “I think the kids will love it. We do 

a lot of events for young children and teenagers, and I 

think this truck will be a huge hit. We’ve already had 

some kids look at it, and it’s been a big hit with the kids. 

They love the size of it,” he said.

The police department is grateful to the donors who 

contributed to the acquisition of the truck. Legacy Ford 

donated the use of the truck, meaning that the police 

department will keep the truck for a year, but then Leg-

acy Ford will take the truck back, remove the wrap, and 

sell the truck. In its place they will donate a new high 

water rescue truck so that the police force always has 

the most recent year model for their use.

Because Onsite Decals sponsored the wrap and Sid-

dons-Martin will be donating new lights for the truck, 

the rescue vehicle was completely free to the police de-

partment and tax payers.

“It’s not going to cost the city a penny other than gas,” 

McCoy reported.

McCoy encourages the public to attend upcoming po-

lice department events and see the new truck. The next 

big events for the Fulshear Police Department are the St. 

Patrick’s Day Shamrock Shindig on March 16 in down-

town Fulshear and the Fulshear Police Department 

Gumbo Cook-Off on April 27 at the police station, 29255 

Farm to Market 1093.

New high water rescue truck prepares Fulshear 

Police Department for flooding emergencies
by CLAIRE GOODMAN | Photos courtesy of MIKE MCCOY

The newly acquired high water rescue truck will 
enable Fulshear police to navigate flood waters.

The vehicle is a 2019 Ford F-250 with a turbo diesel 
engine capable of towing the police department's 
rescue airboat.

When not in use for rescue efforts, the truck will be 
used at police events.
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I
nspiring junior high students to embrace their 

lessons can be a daunting task, but longtime veteran 

teacher Lynda Morgart is not giving up on making 

sure her students have the best experience in her 

classes.               

Morgart, a seventh-grade ELA Writing teacher as well as 

Writing Department Chair and ELA Facilitator at Dean 

Leaman Junior High, said providing the best education a 

student can have has always been a driving force in her 

life.                

As an honors student graduate in the Top 10 percent 

of her class from James E. Taylor High School in 1995, 

Morgart had plans of becoming a pediatrician. While at 

Texas A&M, Morgart began working with children at a 

small private school and volunteered for community 
service projects. It was this outreach that Morgart found 

appealing on many levels.             

“While immersing myself in the environment of young 
children and experiencing the world through their eyes 

while nurturing their curiosity, I learned incredible 

lessons about individual character growth, learning 

styles and the unique development of each child,” she 

said. “The wonder in their eyes, the excitement in their 
discoveries and the joy that each day revealed allowed 

me to reflect on my love for learning in every moment I 

spent with them.  It ignited a passion that would alter 
the path my life would take.”                

By the spring of 1998, Morgart decided to follow her 

heart. Her new major became Interdisciplinary Studies. 

She said it’s this same passion that still drives her 

everyday mission with her students.                

“I continually strive to educate myself, expand my 

professional learning community and build strong 

relationships with my students in order to provide them 

with the highest quality education they each deserve,” 

Morgart said.               

Her hard work and dedication were recognized by 

Lamar Consolidated ISD in 2012 with the LCISD 

Elementary Teacher of the Year award. In 2018, Morgart 

was named LCISD Secondary Teacher of the Year for her 

work with students.                

“I am humbled and extremely grateful to work for 
LCISD,” Morgart said. “It is amazing to be recognized for 

the dedication that I have for my students, their families, 

and our community.  It is surreal to not only be the 
Elementary District Teacher of the Year in 2012, but to 

also have been able to continue in my profession, which 

I absolutely love, and be recognized as the Secondary 

Teacher of the Year in 2018.”               

Morgart finds inspiration everyday in her profession.                
Working with students of different ages, background, 

learning abilities and emotional circumstances has 

shaped and transformed her into the educator she is 
today she said. Moving from elementary school to junior 

School News

Veteran Leaman teacher inspiring students,
has honors to prove it

by VALERIE SWEETEN

LEFT PHOTO: Lynda Morgart’s hard work and dedication have been 
recognized by Lamar Consolidated ISD in 2012 with the LCISD El-
ementary Teacher of the Year award, and in 2018, when she was 
named LCISD Secondary Teacher of the Year for her work with stu-
dents.

ABOVE PHOTOS: Here, Lynda Morgart’s awards are proudly displayed.

Continued on page 23
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F
ort Bend County is one of the largest in Texas. With 

a jurisdiction of 885 square miles, the Fort Bend 

County Sheriff’s Office has a considerable territory 

to serve. With a small fleet of helicopters, the sheriff’s 

office is able to patrol the county and surrounding areas. 

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office has a helicopter fleet, 

but for areas outside of Houston, helicopters are rare.

Sheriff Troy Nehls first acquired the helicopters during 

his first term as sheriff. Nehls served in the military for 

more than 20 years, so he was familiar with the 1033 

Program – a program through which law enforcement 

agencies can obtain surplus military vehicles and 

supplies.

Nehls said, “I found out that there were OH-58 

helicopters from Kentucky, so I immediately flew to 

Kentucky and I met with the military there. I picked up 

two of them, flew back to Fort 

Bend County, and I received 

authorization through the 

commissioner's court to have 

those f lown to Fort Bend 

County. Then they became 

part of our fleet.”

The helicopters are housed 

at the Sugar Land airport. 

Missouri City, Sugar Land and 

Rosenberg  prov ide  the 

personnel and fuel for the 

aircraft.

The helicopters have proven an invaluable resource 

for the sheriff’s office for rescue efforts in emergency 

situations. Nehls said that during Hurricane Harvey and 

the Memorial Day flood, the helicopters were frequently 

deployed to transport important members of the city to 

various sites.

“We did things like pick up the mayors of Fulshear 

and Simonton and took them where they needed to go 

when the streets were flooded out,” he said.

The sheriff’s office also uses the helicopters for search 

efforts with missing civilians. “We have found individuals 

that have wandered away from their homes, whether 

they are seniors or elderly people,” Nehls said.

Because helicopters are rare in rural counties, the Fort 

Bend County Sheriff’s Office has often been asked by 

other law enforcement for assistance. “The helicopters 

have been used several times to support law 

enforcement- not only the sheriff's office – but other 

law enforcement offices in the region and municipalities. 

We’ve also been asked to come out and help in some of 

our surrounding counties as well,” added Nehls.

The primary use of the helicopters is to enable the 

deputies to apprehend criminals and uphold the law. 

“Having this air support – the words we use are ‘force 

multiplier.’ It helps our patrol division. Whether it's a 

pursuit situation or there are burglars on the ground, 

having the ability to see to view things from 300 to 400 

feet in the air is certainly nice. It gives the patrol deputies 

a sense of security as well. When they're out looking for 

s o m e o n e , t h e r e ' s  o u r 

helicopter overhead keeping a 

good eye on everything,” Nehls 

said.

T h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e 

equipped with state-of-the-art 

law enforcement technology. 

The aircraft feature forward-

looking infrared (FLIR) 

c a m e r a s  t h a t  u s e 

thermographic technology to 

view infrared imaging. 

The digital mapping technology onboard the 

helicopters is military-grade, creating an enhanced 

spatial-awareness for the pilots. 

Nehls strongly encourages anyone interested in 

learning about the helicopter fleet to come by the 

sheriff’s office and see the aircraft personally.

“If anybody would like an opportunity to take a look 

at our helicopters, we can schedule a time. We love the 

community. We want the residents of Fort Bend County 

to know what type of equipment we have to keep 

everybody safe.” 

To learn more about the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s 

office helicopter fleet or to request to see the aircraft, 

call the administrative offices at 281-341-4700. 

The Fort Bend County Sheriff's Office utilizes two OH-58 military 
helicopters to serve Fort Bend County.

In & Around Fulshear

FORT BEND COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

— helicopter fleet unique to area —
by CLAIRE GOODMAN
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A
s the population and development of Fulshear 

grows, city officials are tasked with an important 

issue: how to embrace the ever-expanding 

change while maintaining the qualities of a city known 

for its quaint and family-friendly environment. In 

essence, how does a city maintain its “small-town charm” 

when it is no longer a small town?

To address this quandary, city officials formed a 

council made up of a diverse group of Fulshear 

representatives to create a Livable Center Study. The 

purpose of the study is to design a road map for the 

growth of the city to insure that Fulshear continues to 
be a place known for its picturesque landscapes and 

family-friendly nature in perpetuity.

Similar Livable Center programs have been 

implemented in other areas with positive results. 

According to the Fulshear Livable Center Study, 

“Suburban communities in the Houston Metropolitan 

Area benefit from these plans by promoting denser 
development patterns, reducing the need for vehicular 

trips, providing opportunities for walkability, bicycling 

and transit, and developing unique destinations that 
result in increased economic development.”

The primary goals of the Fulshear Livable Center 

LIVABLE CENTER STUDY

— lays out plans for development of downtown Fulshear —
by CLAIRE GOODMAN

Sugar Land: 1201 Creekway Dr. • Suite B • Sugar Land, Texas 77478
Wharton: 979-282-6151 • 416 N. Alabama Rd., Wharton, TX 77488

Now Accepting New Patients At Both Locations

In Sugar Land And Wharton

Your Community
Healthcare Leader

832-886-4774 832-886-4994

Salman Aly, MD
PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIAN

Sarfraz Aly, MD
INFECTIOUS DISEASE SPECIALIST

Coming Soon New Office in Sugar Land
6903 Brisbane Court Sugar Land, TX 77479
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Study are creating a walkable and pedestrian-friendly 

area, encouraging development of downtown that 

perpetuates the “small-town charm” of Fulshear and 

creating a sense of identity for Fulshear to preserve its 

character moving forward. 

The first step in developing the study was to form an 

advisory group comprised of citizens from different 

facets of Fulshear’s culture.

Don McCoy is president of the Fulshear Katy Chamber 

of Commerce. He was selected for the advisory board 

because of his knowledge 

of local commerce, but 

other members of the 

committee are pastors 

from local churches, local 

small business owners and 

other strongly involved 

members of the community.

“The city staff selected 

the council based on what 

they perceived that each 

person could bring to the 

table  in  the  way of 

c rea t i v i t y, v i s ion , o r 

management. There's a 

good cross-section of people. It's not from all one point 

of view,” McCoy said.

The general public has an open invitation to join in 

the planning process as well. “We also engage with the 

public on a regular basis. The public comes in and sees 

what we're doing,” he added.

The study considers the land within the city limits and 

extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) over a span of 

approximately 4,531 acres with a strong focus on 

downtown Fulshear.

There are many issues in the downtown area that 

need to be addressed in order for Fulshear to preserve 

its best traits while embracing a growing population 

boom. “We’re taking a conceptual approach. We had to 

look at the existing conditions and what's hampering 

our town,” McCoy said.

PEDESTRIAN-FRIENDLY DOWNTOWN

One of the biggest frustrations to Fulshear residents is 

the lack of walkability through the city. The current 

layout of the downtown 

area would be conducive 

to foot traffic if there were 

better accommodations for 

pedestrians. “The existing 

s t re e t  g r i d  n e t wo rk 

provides an excellent 

framework for a pedestrian-

friendly environment,” the 

study notes.

The study proposes 

implementing one-way 

streets in downtown to 

reduce traffic on the roads, 

thereby making it easier for 

pedestrians to cross the streets. It would also make it 

easier for large groups to move through the city during 

the major events and festivals that are so popular in 

downtown.

The council unanimously agreed that making 

downtown more accessible by foot was a top priority in 

revamping the city. McCoy acknowledged, “There's no 

sidewalks. There's no walkable area. One thing we all 

agreed on was we need to find a way to get traffic in and 
out of downtown more efficiently.”

In & Around Fulshear

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

General Pest

Rodent • Termite

Mosquito Systems
281.879.9261

donspestcontrol.com

9:00 am – Sunday Bible Study | 10:30 am – Sunday Worship

Visit us at RiverBendBC.org | 281-346-2279
27600 FM 1093, Fulshear

Scan with your 

smartphone:

Building stronger marriages, building stronger families

Weekday preschool • Ministries for all ages • AWANA • New youth building
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Specifically, the council proposed that Wallis Street 

would be a south-bound one-way street, and Main 

Street would be a north-bound one-way street.

Once the traffic in downtown f lows more 

efficiently, sidewalks and bike lanes would be added 

to make foot traffic safer and easier. Main Street and 

Wallis Street would have a buffered bike lane, 

sidewalks and a green space added to the streets.

ENCOURAGING “SMALL-TOWN CHARM” 

DEVELOPMENT

Cur rent ly, bus inesses  in  Fu l shear  a re 

overwhelmingly small and locally-owned. These 

businesses vary between retail, dining, office and 

industrial uses, but their size and organic roots 

contribute significantly to the “feel” of Fulshear. 

As Fulshear grows, however, the area is becoming 

increasingly attractive to large-scale retail developers. 

City representatives want to embrace the 

development, but they are acutely aware of some of 

the problems that large retailers can bring to a 

growing city. 

Bratton Pools
403 S. 5th St, Suite B

Richmond, TX 77469

Call today for a free estimate!

281-988-7700 

Bratton Pools is family owned and operated.

We provide the best in professional 

swimming pool services.

We specialize in new pool construction, 

renovation, re-plaster, and more!

It’s Always Pool Time in Texas!It’s Always Pool Time in Texas!

'
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Local News

Most notably, “big box” retailers can detract from the 

uniqueness of a town. They also drive up rental rates 

and pull customers away from the small businesses.

To prevent the loss of independent businesses that 

edify Fulshear’s charm, the study determined, “New 

retail space should be focused on facilitating local 

businesses in the categories of food and drink... personal 

services… and fitness, health and wellness businesses. 

Boutiques for “soft goods” such as clothing and specialty 

commerce such as art galleries can mesh well with 

these businesses.”

“We want to have quaint, different types of shops that 

would be a character for us. We don’t want to be just 

‘Any Town, USA’  with big box stores. Instead we want 

unique shops and unique little restaurants that just keep 

the character we have. So we said, ‘With new builds, let's 

take that into consideration.’ It’s so important,” McCoy 

explained.

The study recommends limiting new retail shops to 

10,000 square feet “in concert with adjacent public 

space improvements. Building design needs to balance 

between attractiveness and affordability for tenants.”

FULSHEAR’S VISUAL IDENTITY

The building design requirements are part of a larger 

effort to create an aesthetic that will be unique to 

Fulshear. 

McCoy explained, “We want to set up cohesive design 

and branding so that when you're in Fulshear, you know 

you're in Fulshear. It's a certain kind of architecture that 

says you're here, with buildings, signs and streetscapes 

that define the area.”

Fulshear has some existing signage like the “Welcome 

to Fulshear” sign as the major gateway leading into the 

city from the highway. The study calls for smaller signs 

throughout the city that would be unique to Fulshear. 

The study states, “The design of the gateway signage 

should showcase the existing character of the 

downtown district, incorporate branding, and include 

enhanced landscaping with plants native to the Fulshear 

area.”

Essentially, if all the buildings, signs, and landscapes 

have a cohesive look, Fulshear will have its own visual 

identity unlike any other city. 

The time frame for the implementation of all the 

changes spans between five and 20 years. Simpler, less-

costly changes like improved parking will take effect 

within the next five years. Other improvements, such as  

reconfiguring the street traffic and pedestrian 

environment are expected to be completed in the 20-

year time span.

The implementation of so many strategic plans seems 

daunting, but the study council is confident that with 
proper planning the efforts will come together smoothly. 

“Whether its five years or 20 years from now, you can't 

discount the importance of future planning. Some things 
may seem unattainable, but unless you go out and reach 

for the stars you'll never get off the ground,” said McCoy.

Personal Transportation Vehicle

Houston Trailers is officially in the PTV (Personal 
Transportation Vehicle) business! These bad boys 
are “street legal” with turn signals, mirrors, speed 
odometer, seat belts, head & tail lights, full roof canopy, 
and can go a whopping 25 mph. True luxury right here! 
Save up your nickels because you’re gonna want one!!! 
Starting at $7299.00, a full $1500 less than Ez-Go or 
Club-Car!

Houston Trailers, Inc.
Horse • Livestock • Cargo • Utility
8709 Hwy 59, Beasley TX 77417
979-387-3662
www.HoustonTrailers.com
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L
ace up your hiking boots, don’t forget the 

camera, carry a small notebook/pencil, and 

maybe a pair of gloves, too.

The 2019 City Nature Challenge takes place 

April 26-29 in cities all over the world, using the 

iNaturalist app. Observers and gatherers will be 

competing to see who can make the most 

observations of nature and find the most species.  

More than 75 cities on six continents are asking 
residents and visitors of these urban areas to 
explore nature all around them and document 
the species they find. It’s a bioblitz-style 
competition where cities are in a contest against 
each other to see who can make the most 

observations of nature, who can find the most 

species, and who can engage the most people. 

According to the www.iNaturalist website, 

15,508,788 observations have been collected by 

423,656 observers.

Last year more than 126,000 observations were 

logged in five days by more than 4,000 scientists, 

representing more than 8,500 species in the 
United States alone. Meaning that an observation 
was made almost every three seconds of the City 
Nature Challenge.

Seabourne Creek Nature Park, just a short distance 
south of Fulshear, is the focus of people in the 
Fulshear, Simonton, and Richmond-Rosenberg area.

CITY NATURE CHALLENGE

approaching at nature park 
by TOM BEHRENS

DONATE TODAY!

Call 281-344-5777 or email pick-ups@fbwc.org for large pick-ups

Bringing Healing & Hope to Survivors of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.

STORE LOCATIONS

DONATION CENTERS

501 Hwy 90A East., Richmond  •  323 S. Mason Rd., Katy 

6808 Hwy. 6 South., Mission Bend  •  13645 Murphy Rd., Stafford

2721 FM 1463, Katy • 4737 Hwy 6, Missouri City

Please donate your gently used clothing, shoes,

accessories and housewares to support the Fort Bend

Women’s Center’s PennyWise Resale Stores.

Items that you no longer use will help us provide

emergency shelter, counseling, advocacy,

housing assistance and career development for 

survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.
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Local News

A new “Insect and Spider List” for the Seabourne 

Creek Nature Park has been created using all the 

sightings shown on the Park page on the 

iNaturalist website.  The SCNP has been an active 

location on iNaturalist with lots of observers 

uploading their sightings weekly, especially 

during the iNaturalist City Nature Challenge.

HOW IT WORKS:

With the iNaturalist app, you take a picture of a 

plant or animal, and the community will help 

identify which species it is. The City Nature 

Challenge at Seabourne will be led by volunteers 

from the Texas Master Naturalist program.

A Texas Master Naturalist, the Coastal Prairie 
Master Naturalists, are a group of volunteers who 
share their appreciation and knowledge of 
nature with the community through out-reach, 
education and conservation restoration projects 
(txmn.org/coastal).

In Texas, Houston leads in observations with 
4,125, 3,006 species by 286 members. Other 
Texas cities/areas that have participated include 
Amarillo, Austin, Dallas/Fort Worth, El Paso, 
Lower Rio Grande Valley and San Antonio.

The first part of the City Nature Challenge on 
April 26-29 consists of taking pictures of wild 
plants and animals. The second part of the 
challenge, April 30-May 5, is the identifying of 
what you have observed in a “bioblitz.” 

The event is not limited to Seabourne Creek 

Nature Park. Gather some friends of like nature 

and take pictures of nature’s creatures in the 

natural areas in the Fulshear-Simonton area. Any 

observation in the greater metropolitan area of 

Houston will count during the four-day challenge.

Taking part is easy. Find wildlife; it can be any 

plant, animal, fungi, slime, mold, or any other 

evidence of life (scat, fur, tracks, shells, carcasses) 

found. Take a picture of what you find and be 

sure to note the location of the critter or plant. 

Share your observations by uploading your 

findings through iNaturalist or your city's chosen 

platform. The platform is Texas Parks & Wildlife 

Department.

There is nature all around us, even in our cities. 
Knowing what species are in our city and where 
they are helps us study and protect them, but 
the ONLY way to do that is by all of us - scientists, 
land managers, and the community – working 
together to find and document the nature in our 
area. By participating in the City Nature 
Challenge, not only do you learn more about 
your local nature, but you can also make your 
city a better place – for you and other species 
(citynaturechallenge.org/participate).

Results will be announced Friday, May 4, so be 
sure to upload your observations by then. 

1-800-SMILEGEN  
SmileGeneration.com

Find a trusted local dentist.

We connect you with trusted, local dentists around 

you and the nation who are dedicated to delivering 

thoughtful, modern care with advanced technology. 

Call Today!

281-394-0031

$59 AC Tune-Up 
Includes up to 1lb of Refrigerant

(only if needed)

& $59 Water Heater Flush
Cannot be combined with other offers

expires 3/31/19

TACLA11315E
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T
he latest in technology in the school district is 

about the people behind the scenes ensuring 

that teachers, students and administrative leaders 

have the tools they need to do their jobs.

Chad M. Jones, Ed.D., director of Digital Learning, 

Lamar CISD is that person. He recently was awarded the 

2019 Skyward Leader in Excellence Award by Skyward 

honoring the most innovative individuals and districts 

throughout the Skyward family.

 Jones was recognized for his success utilizing Skyward 

to inspire others with new ideas and initiatives. He will be 

recognized later this year at Skyward’s iCon Conference.

Skyward is a software company specializing in K–12 

school management and municipality management 

technologies including Student Management, Human 

Resources and Financial Management. Skyward is 

partnered with more than 1,900 school districts and 

municipalities worldwide.  Their applications are used 

in 22 U.S. states and multiple international locations in 

schools and municipalities.

Jones’ history in education and teaching began as a 

high school English teacher in 2004. In his fourth year, 

he moved to an Instructional Technology Specialist 

position where he assisted teachers find powerful and 

creative ways to use technology in their lessons.

 “I helped teachers find powerful and creative ways to 

use technology in their lessons,” said Jones. “I loved 

finding ways to make the everyday lesson a little more 

engaging or relevant to students. In 2009, I accepted a 

central office position in LCISD which has evolved into 

Chad M. Jones was awarded the 
2019 Skyward Leader in Excellence Award 

by Skyward honoring the most innovative individuals and 

districts throughout the Skyward family.
by VALERIE SWEETEN

School News
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the position I have today as the Director of Digital 

Learning.”

After nine years in LCISD, Jones had the opportunity 

to roll out numerous systems to teachers and staff 

including the Skyward Student Information System. In 

addition to serving as project manager for district wide 

initiatives, Jones leads a team of 13 Digital Learning 

Coaches and Digital Learning Specialists. He is also the 

District Library Coordinator for 40 campus librarians.

How effective can the use of technology be in a school 

district? Jones finds ways to use it all over.

“One thing that I think most defines me is video 

trainings,” Jones said. “I have literally filmed hundreds of 

short three to five-minute trainings for LCISD covering 

the everyday activities of things like taking attendance, 

entering grades and on and on.”

 In the age of YouTube, Jones said that these variety of 

trainings and tutorials have been a huge influence on 

him and prompted him to bring the best practices of 

online learning to LCISD.

 “The ability for our staff to learn a task online when 

it’s convenient for them has saved our district thousands 

of work hours and allowed our teachers to focus on 

more important things,” Jones stated.

Keeping the district on top of its game technology 

wise keeps Jones busy. His average day could range from 

jumping from meeting to meeting to coordinating with 

different departments across the district, filming a short 

how-to video for a new tool and visiting a campus.

 His inspiration is LCISD’s educators and leaders he said.

“I am amazed everyday with how hard my team, my 

librarians, our teachers, EVERYONE, works to provide the 

best education for our students. You can’t help but work 

hard in Lamar because you know that everyone has their 

priorities straight. We do what’s best for kids! LCISD is 

truly the best district in the state of Texas, and it’s because 

of the amazing people that work here,” Jones said.

 Jones said he is honored to be selected for this award 

but credits it as a reflection on his “amazing team.” Their 

goal is to support our teachers and staff in the most 

efficient, effective ways possible.

 Said Jones: “I’m fortunate to have had some amazing 

bosses that supported my vision for implementing this 

tool in an innovative way. I consider it an honor to 

support this tool and to have been recognized as a 

leader in implementing it.” 

School News

Specializing in Adult and
Geriatric Medicine

Accepting New Patients!

Syed Gardezi, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Primary & Preventive Care Physician

1628-B Crabb River Road
Richmond, TX  77469

281-545-8090
www.greatwoodprimarycare.com

Medicare, Medicaid, and all major insurance plans accepted!
Cash patients are welcome!

Get a free cholesterol and diabetic screening with this ad!

Office Services:

In house lab drawn

General and sports physicals

State immunizations and vaccines

Male and female wellness exams

Cardiac workup, ultrasound, and EKG

Primary and
Preventive Care

281-394-1300
23553 West Fernhurst Drive     Katy, TX  77494

www.gracecarekaty.com

“A Premiere Health Care and Rehabilitation Center”

24-Hour Skilled Nursing Care

Luxurious Private and  
    Semi-Private Accommodations

Choices in Social and Recreational 
    Activities held in comfortable  
    common areas

Post-Hospital and Post-Surgical Care

Pharmacy Services

Family Counseling

Individualized Care Planning

Regular Health Assessments

Cable TV, Phone and Wireless Internet

Private Family Dining Room available

Fine Dining adapted to individual diet needs

Beautiful landscaped courtyard with water features

Nursing Provider

Services

Each Detail at Grace Center Care Has Been Planned With Our Clients in Mind
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Chad M. Jones was 
awarded the 2019 
Skyward Leader in 
Excellence Award by 
Skyward honoring the 
m o s t  i n n o v a t i v e 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d 
districts throughout 
the Skyward family.

This Spot 
Could be Yours!
Call the Katy Times at 281-391-3141 

or the Herald at 281-342-4474 for rates, 

information and deadlines.
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H
aving passion for your job, especially if working 

in education with teachers and children, begins 

with dedication to be the best you can be.

Angelica Aguilar, a PreKindergarten aide, is that person.

Aguilar, a 2008 Alief Taylor High School graduate, said 

her dream has always been to become an elementary 

teacher. After becoming certified as a Medication Aide, 

she made the decision to pursue a career in education.

“I worked as a substitute for PreK for one year,” said 

Aguilar. “After a lot of hard work and with the help of my 

coworkers and my family, I got certified to become a 

paraprofessional.”

Her hard work hasn’t gone unnoticed.

In May 2018, Aguilar was listed as Paraprofessional of 

the Year for Huggins Elementary by the Lamar Classroom 

Teachers’ Association (LCTA). In 2017, Aguilar was 

honored by Lamar Consolidated ISD at their volunteer 

award luncheon along with 23 elementary school 

Volunteers of the Year for her work at Huggins 

Elementary.

Aguilar’s duties as a paraprofessional are assisting the 

teacher with class instruction.

“These duties include working with small groups of 

children to reinforce lessons, providing one on one 

instructions if they need it and supervising students in 

PreKindergarten aide honored for work at
=Huggins Elementary School+

by VALERIE SWEETEN

School News



OUTSMARTING CANCER 

TAKES LEADING MEDICINE.

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, our teams of nationally 

recognized specialists are finding new ways to outsmart cancer,  

while delivering the most advanced treatments and comprehensive 

care available. From screenings to diagnosis and cutting-edge

treatments, our leading cancer care is available at all seven locations 

across Greater Houston, so you can focus on healing, surviving  

and thriving.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer or call 832.522.5522

to find a doctor in your area. 

Houston Methodist 

Cancer Center at West

18400 Katy Fwy.
Medical Office Building 1, Suite 120
Houston, TX 77094

Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

West Houston-Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake
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Angelica Aguilar is pictured with her son, Isaac, and her husband Fernando.

classroom,” she said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  W i k i p e d i a , 

paraprofessional educators have many 

duties. These can range from assisting 

teachers in the classroom, supervising 

students outside of the classroom, or 

providing administrative support for 

teaching. 

Job duties can also include filling 

teaching positions to supplementing 

regular classroom curriculum with 

additional enrichment activities for 

students. Some in this career can also 

possibly work directly with students 

such as practicing reading aloud, 

helping understand and complete 

assignments or help with students with 

special needs.        

Watching progress of the Kindergarten 

class is inspiring for Aguilar.

V E T E R I N A R Y  H O S P I T A L

5910 FM 1463 | Katy, TX 77494 • 281.394.2355 | www.thewellpetcenter.com

Hours: M-F 7 am - 6 pm • Sat 8 am - 12 pm

Dr. Cynthia Aswad  •  Dr. Sadie Bowling  •  Dr. Bryan Ping  •  Dr. David Thurmond
Dr. Michelle Hessell - Now Seeing Pocket Pets (by appointment only)

Family Owned and Operated

Compassionate Veterinary Care

•Vaccinations and Wellness Care • Medicine
•Spay / Neuter / Surgery • Allergy Treatment 
•Arthritis & Pain Management
•Heartworm / Flea & Tick Prevention
•In-House Laboratory / Digital X-Ray
•Boarding and Grooming Available

With ad. For new clients. Not valid with any 
other offer. One per family. Expires on 3/31/19

FREE HEALTHY NEW 
PET EXAM

www.yourkpc.com ◆ 281-646-1700

So... How’s your plumbing?



You can’t keep emergencies from happening, but Children’s Memorial Hermann at Memorial Hermann 

Katy Hospital can make it a better experience. Our ER is specifically designed for kids, and the affiliated 

emergency medicine physicians, pediatricians, nurses and staff understand the emergency medical care 

children need. Our child-friendly equipment is suited – and sized – just for kids, and Child Life specialists 

help families cope with the unfamiliar and make kids feel more comfortable.

You have a choice in emergency care.

23900 Katy Fwy

Katy, TX 77494

Visit childrens.memorialhermann.org/ER to see 

how we’re caring for kids in your community.
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Angelica Aguilar enjoys 
watching the progress 
young students make 
during the course of the 
year at her PreKindergar-
ten job.

VINCENT 
NGUYEN, PA-C

HOLLY 
BLACK, NP

JESSICA 
MEYER, PA-C

SYNDI 
NOBLES, PA-C

HEIDI A. SCHULTZ, 
MD

E. KARINA 
VILLEGAS, PA-C

MARY KATE 
ARMITAGE, DNP-C

ABIGAIL LANEY, 
AG-CNS, BC

Welcome our NEW Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioner

Board Certified by American Board of Family Medicine
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high was a natural progression for Morgart as 

she strived to build strong relationships to 

foster authentic learning in the secondary 

classroom.                

“Our interactions are a window to their 

potential, which allows me to support them as 

they change, grow and develop into the future 

leaders. Watching my students navigate this 

world with curiosity, humor, compassion, and 

confidence has been one of the greatest 

honors in my life,” she said.                

Through her years of teaching, Morgart, who 

has lived in Fulshear for 15 years, has built 

long lasting bonds with her students.                

“Without a doubt, the students and families 

that I have met have become true friends 

along the way.  It’s an amazing community. I 

have been truly blessed to have the 

opportunity to experience my students grow 

up alongside my beautiful daughter and 

witness them all becoming productive, caring, 

and contributing members of our community,” 

Morgart said.

“My favorite part of my job is when I 

get to know the personality of every 

child, watching them grow during the 

school year, and seeing how they are 

ready to start Kindergarten. It’s very 

rewarding,” said Aguilar.

Being selected for Paraprofessional of 

the Year is a great honor Aguilar stated.

“I feel very loved, lucky, and special 

because I have been chosen by my 

coworkers as a Paraprofessional of the 

Year that make me very happy,” she 

said.

Aguilar, happily married and mother 

of a 11-year-old son, enjoys volunteering 

in free time in nursing homes where 

she enjoys seeing their smiles.

Continued from Page 7

WINTER SPECIAL: 
10% OFF STANDARD PRICING, 

also ask about exterior 

paint upgrade special!

FREE ESTIMATE 
BY PROFESSIONAL PROJECT MANAGER, 
fully insured by A+ rated insurer, all 

workers bonded and in uniform. 
A+ rating with the BBB! 

SOUTHERN PAINTING

713-465-7717
5719 HIGHWAY BLVD KATY, TX 77494

Since 1989

713-465-7717
Lots of Satisfied Customers!

SOUTHERN PAINTING

CALL TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES

Before & After

Stain-to-Paint Process
More pictures available on Facebook:

facebook.com/SouthernPaintingKaty

www.SouthernPainting.com/Katy
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A 
thriving school is a sign of dedication and 

determination to create a welcoming learning 

environment where things run smoothly on 

every level.

Maria Socorro Torres is part of that formula at Fulshear 

High School as administrative assistant to principal 

Daniel Ward ensuring that all parts and pieces stay on 

track with her job.

Her responsibilities are many and begin with 

overseeing finances of the school with managing staff 

time cards and ordering supplies and materials for 

students. In addition, she handles any building 

maintenance needs, as well as overseeing that school’s 

copiers, printers, and computers are serviced when 

needed.

One of her biggest responsibilities was when she had 

the unique opportunity and privilege to open Lamar 

Consolidated ISD’s fifth new high school.  She had her 

hand in mostly everything you see and touch inside the 

building and used her past experiences to guarantee 

students would receive the best education the district 

has to offer.

“This is an accomplishment that I will cherish for the 

rest of my life,” Torres said.

Employees such as Torres, who are devoted to their 

profession, were recognized for her commitment. She 

was awarded the 2017-2018 Secondary Professional of 

the Year by the Lamar Classrooms Teachers’ Association 

at their annual Teacher of the Year banquet.

Any day can bring a wide spectrum of interactions 

between students, parents, and staff throughout her 

everyday experiences. This energizes her focus to do 

her absolute best she said. These could range from 

mentoring students or  a Spanish to English translation, 

handling parent communications through letters and 

walk-ins, helping in student fundraisers, and actively 

participating to help families in need.

“I do my best to give students, parents, and staff the 

same attention and respect as I would want for my own 

family,” Torres said. “To me, everyone matters no matter 

who they are or where they come from.”

Torres has long been inspired to be the best mother 

and caregiver she could possibly be. With two sons and 

as the wife of a firefighter/peace officer, she realized 

that a banking career wasn’t going to fit her lifestyle and 

decided to change her path.

School News

Award-winning administrative assistant 

part of winning formula at

=Fulshear High School+
by VALERIE SWEETEN

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style

701 S, Fry Rd. Ste. 123
Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.KatyOptiks.com



DINING ROOMS ACCESSORIESHOME OFFICESTORAGELIVING ROOMSBEDROOMS RUGSLIGHTS

SHOWROOM 3819 FONDREN RD (WESTPARK & FONDREN) HOUSTON, TX 77063

CALL: 832 201-1000

www.CastleFurniture.com

WE BRING YOU THE FINEST FURNITURE OF QUALITY, FUNCTIONALITY, AND DESIGN

CASTLE
FURNITURE DESIGN CENTER

AS UNIQUE AS YOU ARE!

Garda
by Alf Italia
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Maria Socorro Torres holds her 2017-2018 Secondary Professional of the Year award.

Our goal is to improve health outcomes through 

increased participation and active engagement

of patients in their health care. 

Vijaya Dwibhashi, MD Madhavi Prasad, MD

To schedule an appointment call: 281.394.0093

9555 Spring Green Blvd, Ste H   |   Katy, TX 77494

www.medicalclinicattheranch.com

• Doctors are board-certified in internal medicine
• Primary care clinic for adults 18+

• In-house labs, medical nutrition therapy and many other 
services to save you valuable time.

• We accept most private insurance plans, plus Medicare 
and Medicaid. Discounted self-pay options available.

Medical Clinic 

at the Ranch
Excellence in medical care
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11666 Katy Freeway

westpointlincoln.com

281-506-0374

Lincoln Black Label

Our Ultimate Expression of Design and Personal Service

 

 To learn more and test drive a Lincoln Black Label, contact Robert Cesca at 281-506-0374

Lincoln Black Label is an elevated blend of both 

ownership and member privileges. Choose from three 

exclusive and thoughtfully styled interior themes for 

your Continental.

Select the horse racing-inspired Thoroughbred, the 

alpine-influenced Chalet or the musically infused 

Rhapsody to make your Continental distinctively your 

own.

Lincoln Black Label ownership includes Exclusive 

Member Priveleges, Service Pick Up and Delivery, and 

a 4 year/50,000 mile Premium Maintenance Plan.
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“Many nights I prayed asking God for a job that met 

the needs for my family and desire to positively influence 

people in my community despite only receiving a high 

school diploma and completing one year in college,” 

said Torres. “Then one day, my life was forever changed.  

I was hired to be a paraprofessional for LCISD and for 

the past 22 years and counting, my prayers continue to 

be answered.”

Choosing to be a paraprofessional for LCISD was an 

easy decision for Torres since education and student 

success is her passion. Her sons have both pursued 

advanced degrees for their careers.

Her motivation is the students standing right before 

her.

“I see our future in the eyes of our students every day.  

As a paraprofessional, I ensure that my team and I do 

our jobs to the best of our abilities so teachers and 

administrators have extra time to spend with a student 

who may be struggling with math or science or 

whatever life challenges they may be facing.  I do this so 

our students can have every opportunity this world has 

to offer and never be told a goal is too high or dream too 

big,” Torres said.

With her award, which took her breath away and filled 

her heart with thankfulness, Torres continues to focus 

on the big picture at Fulshear High School and that’s the 

children.

                

“In all my years of working in education, I know one 

thing, it takes a lot of people to educate one child.  I am 

proud to be part of a team whose goal is to ensure that 

our children are being taught to be better citizens of the 

world. I am extremely proud to say I am a paraprofessional 

for LCISD,” she said.

DENTAL

Implants*

SPECIAL 
EXPIRES IN 30 DAYS.

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

STARTING AT

$995 EACH

*DOES NOT INLCUDE FINAL RESTORATION.  

REGULAR PRICE $1400

FULL REPLACEMENT

Dentures
STARTING AT

$395 Per 
Set

WITH WARRANTY
NO CASH VALUE. EXPIRES IN 30 DAYS.

Extractions
STARTING AT

$49 Per 
Tooth

WITH PURCHASE OF DENTURES
NO CASH VALUE. EXPIRES IN 30 DAYS.

Heath Bryan Coleman of Texas, DDS, PLLC and Associates - General Dentistry
Jesse Lemoine, DDS • Blake Lindsey, DDS

23225 Kingsland Boulevard • Suite 300 • Katy, TX     CALL TODAY! (281) 990-3370 • www.KatyDentures.com

EXTRACTIONS 
& DENTURES 
IN ONE DAY 
*IN MOST CASES
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Fulshear Business Directory

Let them know you're from here!

Advertise with us today!

Call Today!
the Katy Times

281-391-3141
the Herald

281-342-4474

Ceramic Tile Flooring
Counter Tops

Wood Floor Refinishing
Wood & Laminate Flooring

281.342.5193 
RosenbergCarpet.com

ROSENBERG
Carpet & Flooring
“What’s On Your Floor Matters”

 Ceramic Tile Flooring
Counter Tops

    Wood Floor Refinishing
Wood & Laminate Flooring
  Shower & Bath Remodel

Full Service Mobile Locksmith
Residential • Auto • Commercial

Free Estimates  

832-841-6733 Lic# B20117Licensed, Bonded, Insured

281.238.0735
www.apachefence.com

Ornamental Iron • Wood • Chain Link

Providing Quality and Affordable
Mechanical Services

832-222-2056
4110 FM 723 Road, Suite A

Rosenberg, TX 77471 • Fax: (713) 714-2916

Mobile and Shop Mechanical Services

24/7 Emergency 
Road Service

DLSFleetServices.com

dean@dlsfleetservices.com

BEST SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Serving the Fort Bend 

Community since 1982!
Licensed with the TECQ

◆ Aerobic Systems ◆ 

◆ Septic Tanks ◆
◆ Residential & Commercial ◆

281-342-9891 PO Box 1669 • Rosenberg Tx 77471

bestseptictankcleaning.com

Kyle D. McCrea DDS
Your Home for Dentistry
601 South Second St.
Richmond, TX 77469
281-342-2121
www.mccreadds.com

PROFESSIONAL 

LANDSCAPING

& TREE SERVICE

DEPENDABLE SERVICES 

COMPLETE YARD WORK

Ask for John 

281.451.3119FREE ESTIMATES

Are you ready
for spring?
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Westside Brick & Masonry
Larry Horelica, General Contractor

Concrete Services • Flagstone

Patios • Brick Fences

Remodeling Services • Carpentry

713-866-5893
PO BOX 986 | Fulshear Tx 77441
info@westsidebrick.com  | www.westsidebrick.com www.finaltouchroofing.com

Locally Owned & Family
Operated Since 1993

2518 1st Street
Rosenberg, TX  77471

(281) 341-5779

COUPON
$500 OFF

A Complete Roof Job
of 35 Squares or More

$50 OFF A Repair
*Discount May Not Be Combined with any other Coupons

Smokehouse Meat
Can’t Be Beat!

Deer Processing • Barbeque

Fresh & Smoked Meats

Catering • Bakery 

Pecan Smoked Sausage

BBQ & Plate Lunches 

Served Every Day!

VINCEK’S SMOKEHOUSE

Highway 60 
East Bernard, TX 77435

(979) 335-7921

1-800-844-MEAT
Tues. — Sat. 7 AM to 6 PM

Sun. 8 AM to 2 PM

Closed MondaysChris Bockholt   •   Tel: 979-472-9835

• Professional Lawn Care

• Fertilization

• Weed Control

• Top Dressing

• Tree & Shrub Trimming

• Power Washing

• Residential & Commercial

Residential & Commercial Service
Licensed

Insured

Heath McClure, Owner

 M-40315

Responsible Master Plumber
rangerplumbing@gmail.com

832-868-8065

RANGER 
PLUMBING COMPANY

www.plumbersugarland.org

THIS SPOT COULD BE 
YOURS!

Call the Katy Times at 281-391-3141 or 

the Herald at 281-342-4474 for rates, 

information and deadlines.
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If you are interested in advertising 

in the Fulshear Living Monthly, 

please call the Katy Times at 281-391-

3141 or the Herald at 281-342-4474 for 

rates, information and deadlines.

A D V E R T I S E
WITH US!
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FINE LIVING GROUP
713.705.3047

www.FineLivingGroup.com

©2018 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 

Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

SHERRI PUTT
281.923.5941

SPutt@GaryGreene.com

CHRISTY WADE
832.483.0630

CWade@GaryGreene.com

POLLY ROYER
832.594.4734

Polly.Royer@GaryGreene.com

SHAREECE DUMONT
713.298.1210

www.HomeBirdy.com

BOB MILES
281.797.1600

Bob@BobMiles.com

CINDY DAUGHERTY
713.459.9273

Cindy.Daugherty@GaryGreene.com

ARLENE HINSLEY
713.829.7721

Arlene.Hinsley@GaryGreene.com

RICK JONES
281.467.6076

Rick.Jones@GaryGreene.com

JUDE WILLIAMS
713.252.5754

Jude.Williams@GaryGreene.com

LAURA GERMANN
713.816.3833

Laura.Germann@GaryGreene.com

23922 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Suite 123 | Katy, Texas  77494 

Office 281.646.1136  |  KatyTeam@GaryGreene.com

www.GaryGreene.com/Katy


