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CHECK IN
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Check in online at memorialhermann.org/emergency 4

For life-threatening emergencies, call 911 or go to the nearest ER immediately. ] &
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FEATURE STORY

Inspiration Stage’s KENNEDY cast of the Sound of Music.

show, produced by Inspiration Stage, is
not one to be taken lightly. “The level of
[the cast’s] talent was so stellar ... I'm so
excited by this immensely talented group
of young actors,” said Director Sarah
Patterson. So purchase your tickets now,
and be prepared to absorb an impressive,
charming and nostalgic performance,
perfect for your entire family.

Kurt (Joseph Henry), Brigitta (Coral Maxwell), Gretl (Kennedy Runions), Friedrich (Alex Matta), Maria
(Olivia Goodman), Liesl (Abigail Cooney), Louisa (Reese McGrenera) and Marta (Mia De la Garza)

D"
) BE

By MARQUITA GRIFFIN

hey needed something classical, something timeless.

Something that would meld well with a traditional

American holiday. So the answer was relatively simple for
Mandy Seymore-Sensat and Sarah Patterson, two directors with
Inspiration Stage, an award-winning performance arts studio in
Sugar Land.

They needed The Sound of Music.

“When Mandy and I were collaborating on the 2017-18 season,
we were interested in staging a classic musical during the holiday
show slot,” said director Sarah Patterson of discussions with
Inspiration Stage Artistic Director Mandy Seymore-Sensat.

“The Sound of Music is a piece that has proved ageless across
multiple generations: beginning with its development as a
Broadway show in the 1950s and incredibly successful screen
adaptation in the 1960s. Watching The Sound of Music became a

6 * PECAN GROVE Monthiy

part of American tradition with its nearly annual family-friendly
television specials,” Patterson said.

“Based on a true story and real-life characters, the heartwarming
story of an unconventional family gathering together in the
toughest of times proves relevant even today,” she added.“It’s so
associated with this time of year that many assume the show’s
classic “My Favorite Things” is a Christmas song.”

The Sound of Music offers four evening shows and four
matinees on weekends from Dec. 8 through Dec. 17 at the
historic Sugar Land Auditorium at 226 Lakeview Drive in Sugar
Land.

“Easily my favorite thing about directing is participating in the
journeys of our young actors throughout the process,” Patterson
said. “Together as director and actor we discover something new
about these characters and this story as we begin to embody them.”

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 8

The Freedom Lo

This Inspiration Stage production will
feature young actors, ranging in ages from
9 years old to 18 years old, including
three actors from Pecan Grove and
Harvest Green: Ashley Gilbert, 11;
Mikayla Volesky, 12; and Abigail Cooney,

17.

The actors will portray the full,beloved
cast, including Maria, the Captain and the
von Trapp children. The roles of the von
Trapp children were double-cast, with each
cast performing in four of the eight shows.

Gilbert, who performs as
part of the Company/
Ensemble, considers the
performing arts the prime
atmosphere for creating
communication between

FEATURE STORY

DIREC

choreographer Hannah Pickle, technical director
Jeff Sensat, set designer Adam Patterson, stage
manager Brianna Escobedo, and student
assistant director Maddy Marlowe, who
have been at my side along the way to
talk through the intricacies of realizing
this vision,” she said.
“It can be a lot of pressure to tackle
such a classic piece that naturally carries
high expectations.”
And this production will meet those
expectations, Patterson said.
“Because this story has become such a part
of American tradition and

ceeeesesse0seeee popular culture,it’s hard not

Sarah Patterson is directing Inspiration Stage’s The Sound of Music.
“The script, music, and motion are brought to life by [the cast’s] unique
choices,” she said. “Even a classic, familiar story like The Sound of
Music feels new to us as we together dive deeper into the heart of this
show. | couldn’t be prouder of this fearless cast and their power to wow
me at every turn.”

to have a soft spot for the
plucky Maria or one of the
seven charming von Trapp
children,” Patterson said. “Our

artist and audience, and that’s
what she most enjoys about
being onstage.

“I get to express myself through acting and singing,” she said.

While Gilbert has been “an actor all [her] life with [her] family,”
she has been with Inspiration Stage for nearly two years, making
appearances in Little Mermaid Jr., Seussical Jr. and Winnie the
Pooh and acting in several summer camps.And just like every
prior production, Gilbert is enthusiastic about The Sound
of Music.

“I love the music and the dances,” she said.“I
think it’s going to be amazing.”

Since October, when auditions were
held, Inspiration Stage has been grinding
away at learning the choreography, music,
and blocking the show, which means
placing actors on stage, scene-by-scene,
line-by-line. But sketching the design and
creating the vision for The Sound of Music
began as early as this past
summer for Patterson.

“I have a tremendous

production team including the Pooh.

8 * PECAN GROVE Monthy

Ashley Gilberg is a James Bowie Elementary student who loves e
performing. She’s been with Inspiration Stage for a year and a half and e
has been in productions like Little Mermaid Jr., Seussical Jr. and Winnie e
[ ]
[ ]

Inspiration Stage production

P 000O0OGOOGOEOGOEOGEOGOONONOSNOIO
captures many of the beloved

moments from the film version, and our terrific young actors
delight with their own extensions of these timeless characters.”

Patterson said the popularity of the musical was clear
considering the performance arts studio saw the highest audition
turnout for a youth show in Inspiration Stage’s history.

“The level of talent was so stellar, it was unbelievably difficult
to cast the show.I’'m so excited by this immensely talented group
of young actors,” Patterson said. “The music,
choreography and storytelling are challenging, but
these talented kids continue to amaze me with
their ability to make it look easy and natural”

Destined to be the world’s most beloved
musical, The Sound of Music, was the final
collaboration between Richard Rodgers

and Oscar Hammerstein II.

Based on Maria von Trapp’s memoir,“The

Story of the Trapp Family Singers,”The Sound
of Music tells the story of a woman who, after
proving too high-spirited for the religious life, is
dispatched to serve as
governess for the seven
children of a widowed naval
captain. Maria’s growing



rapport with the children, coupled with her generosity of spirit, 1 0000600000000
gradually captures the heart of the stern captain. m ‘ :
‘When Maria and Captain discover that Austria has been invaded g(?ﬂl/
by the Nazis, who demand the captain’s immediate service in
their navy, the family narrowly escapes over the mountains to TW(‘UE S@kﬂ NJ%L @F MWSW@

Switzerland on the eve of World War IL.

Considered one of the most thrilling and inspirational finales C(ﬁ’@ °
ever presented in the theatre, Patterson said The Sound of Music Dec. 8: 7:30pm
features songs like “Do Re Mi,” “My Favorite Things,” “Edelweiss,’ Dec. 9: 3:30pm & 7:30pm
“Climb Every Mountain,” and others that have nostalgic appeal to Dec. 10: 3:30pm

Dec. 15: 7:30pm
Dec. 16: 3:30pm & 7:30pm
Dec. 17: 3:30pm

Visit inspirationstage.com [for more information.

even non-theatre patrons.

In fact, the motion picture version remains the most popular
movie musical of all time.

“A show like The Sound of Music is difficult to replicate — it’s
touching without being overly sentimental. It’s family-friendly
but set against dark undertones of World War II. Its message

overall is one of finding each other, bonding together, and D@N H < MM%% @UYMTI
overcoming impossible circumstances,” Patterson said. ®

This is a show in particular quite relevant to the community, A preview of some of the musical numbers will be shown at
right now, at this moment, she stressed. Miracle on Morton Street, Saturday, Dec. 2 at noon in Down-
“As our community is recovering from the effects of Hurricane town Richmond and at the Sugar Land Christmas Tree Light-
Harvey, I hope audiences see some of themselves in a story like ing event Thursday, Dec. 7 from 5pm - 8pm in front of City
this — we too found strength and unity in each other during Hall in the Sugar Land Town Square. For ticket prices for

difficult times. Our greater Houston story is similarly one of the Sugar Land Auditorium performances visit www.in-
spirationstage.com/shows.

bonding, hope, and pride.”

5&
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gave me the confidence I needed
_ to become a better role model to my little
dister and a leader among my peers. 99
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origing of §ome beloved heliday traditions
hristmastime is here. The presents are being purchased
nd wrapped. The stockings will soon be hung on the
fireplace mantle. Mistletoe is pinned above the front en-
tryway, and poinsettias add rich color to home decor.

Tradition is integral come the holiday season. Throughout the
month of December, traditions fill people’s days and comprise
the many reasons why individuals decorate, celebrate and dine
the way they do this time of year. But few may know the origins
of some of the most beloved holiday traditions.

Chrigtmas steckings

The Christmas stockings of today may be a byproduct of vari-
ous traditions. One such tradition dates back to a Dutch custom in
which children would leave shoes full of food to feed St. Nicholas’
donkeys, and then St. Nicholas would leave small gifts in return.

Another origin story of Christmas stockings can be traced to
the 12th century, when nuns would leave socks full of nuts, fruit
and tangerines for the poor. This is why some people still put
tangerines in Christmas stockings.

Chrigtmas tree

Christmas Trees are everywhere this time of year. The use of
evergreen trees predates Christmas and is associated with the
pagan festival of Saturnalia, which celebrated the agricultural god
Saturn with partying and gift-giving. During the winter solstice,
green branches served as a reminder that spring would arrive
anew. Germans are credited with first bringing evergreens into
their homes and decorating them.

Santa Claug

Santa Claus’ origin story can be traced to St. Nicholas, a Chris-
tian bishop who lived during the fourth century. St. Nicholas was
very generous and gave away his fortune to help the needy. He
also did various other good deeds. St. Nicholas became infamous
and began to be known by various names around the world.The
Dutch called him Sinter Klaas, which was eventually transformed
to Santa Claus.The jolly persona came later when 20th century
advertisers - especially the artists responsible for Coca-Cola ads -
portrayed Santa in a red suit with a big smile.

Migst]etoe

Mistletoe is hung in doorways, and couples who stand beneath
are encouraged to share a kiss.The tradition of hanging it in the
house goes back to the times of the ancient Druids. Mistletoe
was thought to bring good luck to a household and ward off evil

spirits. The custom of klssmg under rn1stletg)e can pe itaced to
spng offm le-

England. Originally, a berry was picked from

toe before the person could be kissed. \thcgi 'th¢ berrles ad

gone, there could be no more kissing. 25 R o
Christmag be]lse= &*

Church bells ring for many special serv1cés, including Christ-
mas mass. During Christmas midnight mass in the Catholic
Church, the altar bells may be rung while the priest says the “Glo-
ria” Bells are part of caroling, and jingling bells are associated
with sleighs and Santa’s reindeer.

NEW TRADITIONS YOU NEED TO TRY

1.The New Year’s Prediction Jar

On Christmas Day invite your guests to write down what they
think will happen in someone else’s life or in their own lives and
put them in a jar. During next year’s celebration open that jar and
have someone read the predictions aloud.

2. Carol for the Elders

Spend Christmas Eve visiting a retirement home and singing
Christmas songs to the elderly. It is an easy, fun and inspiring way
to spread the holiday cheer throughout the community.

3. Sponsor a Foster Child

The stark truth is that some children do not have a holiday
season like most. So this year make a difference and sponsor a
foster child (or children) by purchasing gifts and giving them to
those in need.

4. Sing Santa, Sing!

This one is for the guys: Get a group of guys who dress up as
Santa and go caroling around the neighborhood. When the carol-
ing is done, hold a little get together with refreshments and bask
in the day’s events.

5. Give, give, give

Consider including the entire family on this one. From Dec. 25
through Jan. 5 (also known as the 12 Days of Christmas) collect
or buy school supplies, toys and personal care products to donate
to disadvantaged children. Visit a soup kitchen or see what you
can do to help the elderly in your community.

6. Check out a Tree Farm

Get into the holiday spirit by taking a little family trip to a tree
farm. Make it extra special by packing up hot cocoa, coffee or ci-
der.Visit the National Christmas Tree Associations website (Www.
realchristmastrees.org/dnn/All-About-Trees/Tree-Locator ) to find
the closest tree farm near you.

7.Toy Giveaway

Have your child pick a few toys — in like-new condition — to
give away to charity before they receive new toys for Christmas.
This simple gesture can teach your children the importance of
taking other people in consideration during the holidays.

8. Personal holiday greetings

Take some photos and make your own Christmas cards to send
to relatives near and far. In the digital age, we often forget the
magic of snail mail. Trust us, your relatives will love it!

9. Create a digital holiday

We love snail mail, but since this is the digital age, create a
digital scrapbook for family that you can share online.Take those
fun, silly and hilarious candid photos and share them with your
family and friends

10. Donate Food

Visit local food bank and donate as many nonperishable items as
you can.The food banks are extremely busy this time of the year,
so you can make it a family tradition to help those less fortunate.
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Christmas carols became part of holiday celebrations roughly
200 years ago. Initially gaining popularity in England before be-
coming holiday traditions in the Americas, carols are part and par-
cel of modern holiday celebrations.

One popular holiday party theme is a sing-a-long. Although
door-to-door caroling has long been a holiday staple, celebrants
can enjoy staying in and singing as well.To make your sing-a-long
party unique, include some of these ideas in the celebration.

Rent or borrow karaoke equipment

Increase the performance factor by securing a karaoke ma-
chine. Many are preprogrammed with holiday standards. Vari-
ous karaoke services exist online as well. For a small fee you can
sign up for an account and access lyrics and music that can be
streamed over a computer or any device with an internet con-
nection.

Pair picture-drawing with singing

Combine singing sessions with a game of “guess the picture.”
Guests select a holiday title out of a basket and then have to
draw their interpretation so others can guess what song is being
drawn.Afterward, everyone joins in to sing the tune.

e
!k’. R R R R R

Word Find
Using Christmas words —Christmas, poinsettia, candy cane,
etc.— have each person make as many smaller words from it
as possible before the timer runs out.
Two truths and a [ie
Each person tells two stories about themselves, two
of which are true and one that is not. A great Christmas twist is
to name their three worst Christmas gifts; two would be true and
one would be false.
Pin the red nege on Rudelph

The Christmas version of Pin the Tail on the Don-

key.
Pags the Ornament,

Pass the paper ornaments down the line, team-
mate to teammate, by inhaling and exhaling on
the straw to hang on to or release the ornament. No
hands! (Supplies: Straw for each child, ornaments
cut out of tissue paper (tree, bell, star, etc.) P

Orhament guess

Have guests guess the total number of ornaments
on the tree as they come into the party. The closest guess
wins.

Heliday ABC’s
Give each child or team a piece of paper with the alphabet
written vertically from A to Z. Have them write a holiday word

7 &
<
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Provide bound carol books

Give each guest a custom-designed book of Christmas carols,
complete with sheet music or just lyrics that they can use to fol-
low along while joining in singing.Afterwards, this book can be a
take-home present and memento.

Book live accompaniment

Singing along to live music can be a treat. Find someone who
is proficient on the piano, guitar or another musical instrument
who will come and guide the musical interludes. Guests will
gather around and offer their own voices. If the goal is to hire an
accompanyist, note that the holiday season can be a busy time for
performers, so book early.

Highlight a singing virtuoso

Chances are there is someone in your group of friends or
family who is adept at singing. Ask  this person if he or she
would be willing to perform a _o'm  special solo.

Set the mood

Dim overhead lights and sing d
by candlelight or by
the twinkling lights 7
of a Christmas J;
tree. Guests may
feel less inhib-
ited if they aren’t
on full display.

..Of o \‘)..

that starts with each letter.The first one to complete the list wins.
Chrigtmag 20 Questions

Someone starts by choosing a Christmas related person, place

or thing and then says: “I'm thinking of something.” The children

try to guess what it is by asking no more than 20 questions that

can be answered “yes,” “no,” or “I don’t know” The child who

guesses correctly is next up.

Name that caro|
Make a list of lyrics from songs that only provides 3-4 words
from each song (not the title). The person who names all - or the
most - songs in a certain amount of time wins.
Gift, hot, potate
Pass around one unwrapped gift at a time.When the
music stops, whoever holds it is out of the game, keep-
ing the gift they are holding.
The Good EJf
Challenge the children to do ran-
dom acts of kindness for others for one
day. Tell them that they are not to reveal
that they have done these nice things
and if someone should ask them, “Did you
make your sisters bed?" they can reply, “Must have
been a good elf”
This game helps children realize we don’t always
have to be recognized when we do something
for someone else.

To advertise, call 281-342-4474 © 11
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Drinks? Check.
Snacks? Check.
Comfortable blanket? Check.

Now just grab a spot on the couch with your loved ones and put in one of the following Christmas
movie for one simple, yet magical, evening.

The _
Snoibmans o a o VRY
AEEERA] l l i

Holiday Inn (1942)

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)

The Bishop’s Wife (1948)

Miracle on 34th Street (1947) (1994)
White Christmas (1954)

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964)
A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965)
How the Grinch Stole Christmas! (1966)
Frosty the Snowman (1969)

'The Bear Who Slept Through Christmas (1973)
The Year Without a Santa Claus (1974)
Bugs Bunny’s Christmas Carol (1979)
The Snowman (1982)

A Christmas Story (1983)

Mickey’s Christmas Carol (1983)

Ernest Saves Christmas (1988)

Prancer (1989)

National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation (1989)
Home Alone (1990)

The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992)
The Santa Claus (1994)

Mario

Custom Paint

T T,

Base Coat & Clear Coat
“ B T

: Expert Color Matching

One Déy S:rvi::; )

Insura::e Clas f‘\

1405 Jackson Street .
281-342-2198  www.mariospaintandbody.com
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Paint & Body Shop

Richmond Texas 77469

Jingle All the Way (1996)

Jack Frost (1998)

EIf (2003)

The Polar Express (2004)

Christmas at the Kranks (2004)

The Chronicles Of Narnia:The Lion,The
Witch and the Wardrobe (2005)

Bah, Humduck! A Looney Tunes Christ-
mas (2006)

Shrek the Halls (2007)

Kung Fu Panda Holiday (2010)

Arthur Christmas (2011)

Saving Santa (2013)

The following are for more of the
adult crowd:

The Apartment (1960)

Trading Places (1983)

Lethal Weapon (1987)

Die Hard (1988)

Scrooged (1988)

STOP BY TODAY! More SBlEGiiﬂIIS to choose from.

NEW LOCATION!
8709 Hwy 59, Beasley Tx 77417

(979) 387-3662

www.HoustonTrailers.com

Die Hard 2 (1990)

Batman Returns (1992)

A Midnight Clear (1992)
The Ref (1994)

Mixed Nuts (1994)
Trapped in Paradise (1994)
The Best Man Holiday (1999)
8 Women (2001)

Reindeer Games (2000)
About a Boy (2002)

Love Actually (2003)

Kiss Kiss Bang Bang (2005)
The Family Stone (2005)
The Holiday (2006)

The Perfect Holiday (2007)
In Bruges (2008)

Four Christmases (2008)

A Christmas Tale (2008)

HoustonTraiIers, Inc.
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§/ometimes what you need to get the entire family into the holiday spirit is a good read. Het%K&ML
our picks for the top Christmas-themed books for you to enjoy. Let us know what your favorite
holiday tale is by visiting our Facebook page!

The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg
One Christmas Eve many years ago, a boy lies in bed, listening
hard for the bells of Santa’s sleigh, which he has been told by
a friend do not exist. Later that night he hears not bells but a very
different sound. He looks out his window and is astounded to
see a steam engine parked in front of his house! The conductor
invites him to board the Polar Express, a train filled with children
on their way to the North Pole.
How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss
The Grinch, a grouchy, solitary creature who attempts to
put an end to Christmas by stealing Christmas-themed
items from the homes of the nearby town Whoville on Christmas
Eve. Despite his efforts, Whoville’s inhabitants still celebrate the
holiday, so the Grinch returns everything that he stole and is the
guest of honor at the Whos’ Christmas dinner.
Dream Snow by Eric Carle
It’s December 24th, and the old farmer settles down for a
winter’s nap, wondering how Christmas can come when
there is no snow! In his dream he imagines a snowstorm covering
him and his animals—named One,Two, Three, Four and Five—in
a snowy blanket. But when the farmer awakens, he finds that it
has really snowed outside, and now he remembers something!
Putting on his red suit, he goes outside and places gifts under the
tree for his animals, bringing holiday cheer to all.
The Nutcracker by Susan Jeffers
Marie, Fritz, and the intriguing Nutcracker himself, go on a
magical adventure only possible on a night like Christmas
Eve.Behold the frightful Mouse King, the elegant Sugar Plum fair-
ies, and the entire Land of Sweets in this dazzling, gorgeously-
illustrated holiday classic. With spare text based on the story in
the ballet, this book offers a front-row seat to the charming tale
thatis a perennial favorite of children and adults alike.
The Snowman by Raymond Briggs
After an English boy makes a snowman on Christmas Eve,
it comes to life to take him on an adventure to the North
Pole to meet Santa Claus.
The Wild Christmas Reindeer by Jan Brett
This year, Santa asks Teeka to get his reindeer ready to fly
on Christmas Eve. She’s happy but a little worried, too.
She’s never worked with the reindeer before and she’s not sure
they’ll want to come in from the tundra, where they run wild and

b B SR TSN
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free. Once she finds them, Teeka’s strong hand does more harm
than good, and soon the reindeer are wilder than they were be-
fore she began training them. How will she ever get them ready
t Santa’s sleigh on time?
The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey by
Susan Wojciechowski
Jonathan Toomey is the best woodcarver in the valley, but
he is always alone and never smiles. No one knows about the me-
mentos of his lost wife and child that he keeps in an unopened
drawer. But one early winter’s day, a widow and her young son
approach him with a gentle request that leads to a joyful miracle.
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
A novella about Ebenezer Scrooge, an old man, who is well-
known for his miserly ways. On Christmas Eve, Scrooge is
visited by a series of ghosts, starting with his old business partner,
Ja Marley.
Carl’s Christmas by Alexandra Day
Carl the big black dog is babysitting once again, this time
on Christmas Eve while his owners go to church. Carl takes
the baby downstairs to “decorate” the living room, then out for a
round of Christmas carols, and home in time to meet Santa.
The Night Before Christmas by Clement C.
Moore
It is the night before Christmas, in a house so cozy
and colorful, so filled with expectation, and dusted with Christ-
mas magic. Shhh.A mouse is asleep in its snug den and children
are dreaming as sugarplum fairies flutter around their bed ...
MORE WORTHY MENTIONS
* The Little Match Girl by Hans Christian Andersen
¢ Olive, the Other Reindeer by J. Otto Seibold and Vivian Walsh
* The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree by Gloria Houston
¢ Room for a Little One by Martin Waddell
e Snowmen at Christmas by Caralyn Buehner
* Angelina’s Christmas by Katharine Holabird
* The Legend of the Poinsettia by Tomie dePaola
* Morris’s Disappearing Bag by Rosemary Wells
* Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus by Francis P. Church
¢ The Crippled Lamb by Max Lucado
* The Story of Holly & Ivy by Rumer Godden
* Humphrey’s First Christmas by y Carol Heyer
* The Gift of the Magi by O.Henry

To advertise, call 281-342-4474 © 13



HOLIDAY

FULSHEAR
8411FM 359 Road
Suite D
281-533-9148

FIRST COLONY

DECEMBER 1
Candlelight Ball & Tours

The Fort Bend Museum Docents present this year’s
Candlelight Ball and Tours at the 1883 John & Lot-
tie Moore Home. The Candlelight Ball will be held
from 6 - 9 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 1.The cost is free for
members and $50 per person for non-members.The
evening will include a special candlelight home tour,
heavy hors d’oeuvres, wine and a silent auction.
Black tie optional. The Candlelight Tours will be held
1-3p.m.and 6-9p.m.Dec. 2 and 3 - 6 p.m. and 6-9p.m.
Dec. 3.The cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children
and seniors. From “Little Women” to “The Grinch

(]
* Who Stole Christmas,” guests will enjoy reminiscing

and experiencing their favorite holiday stories come

\to life. Visit www.fortbendmuseum.org.

DECEMBER 2
6ol Scout, Holiday Market Day

Unique gift items, food items, handmade gifts and
more will be featured at the BSA Scout Troop 801
Holiday Market Day. Proceeds will be used to send
children to summer camp and high adventure camp
in the Summer of 2018.

The market will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at

Continued on page 16

PECAN GROVE
3031 Plantation
@ FM 359
281-341-9066

SUGAR LAND
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CLEANERS

* One Day Service Available  ® Saturday Drycleaning

o Experr Alrerations I by 9am our by 2pm

* Professional Shoe Repair ¢ GO WITH THE PROS!
* We Recycle Your Bags ¢ 100% SATISFACTION
& Hangers GUARANTEED!
MEN’S OR LADIES’ MEN’S BUSINESS
2PC SUITS SHIRTS
5629 | $1-50

LAUNDERED ON HANGERS
‘WITH DRY CLEANING.
EACH +« NO LIMIT EACH + NO LIMIT
Good for 6 visits. Expires 1-15-2018 Good for 6 visits. Expires 1-15-2018

DD HOHBDO® OO @ S ®

DRY CLEANED. FANCY, SILK LINED
OR PLEATED SLIGHTLY MORE.
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OR PLEATED SLIGHTLY MORE.

Good for 6 visits. Expires 1-15-2018

@D 3O ESH O ®

4550 Sweetwater Blvd.
@ Colony Meadows
281-265-4400

NEW TERRITORY
6350 Hwy 90A
@ The Country Store
281-265-1004

EACH + NO LIMIT

OR PLEATED SLIGHTLY MORE.
EACH « NO LIMIT
Good for 6 visits. Expires 1-15-2018

OO EGH OB OO @ B E®

345 Southwestern Blvd
@ Sugar Creek
281-242-0495

ROSENBERG
3926 Avenue H
281-341-0280

LADIES’ MEN’S OR BLOUSES, SKIRTS
DRESSES LADIES’ PANTS & SWEATERS
56:99 $§. 54.99
G 0.00 REG $5.75 REG $7.00
DRY CLEANED. FANCY, SILK LINED DRY CLEA . FANCY, SILK LINED DRY CLEANED. FANCY, SILK LINED

OR PLEATED SLIGHTLY MORE.
EACH « NO LIMIT
Good for 6 visits. Expires 1-15-2018
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the KC Hall, 2007 Kay Cee Hall Drive in Rosenberg. For more
information visit www.brazostroop801.org

Helidays in the Plaza
From 6 p.m.- 8 p.m. get into the spirit with the Houston Show
Choir, which will take the sage to sing popular holiday tunes in
Sugar Land Town Square.

Christmag in the Park
On Dec. 2, 9, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23 at the George Ranch
Historical Park, 10215 FM 762 Rd. in Richmond, you can enjoy
Christmas in the park in all of it its historical glory. Explore the
customs and decorations of the 1830s through the 1930s. For
more details visit www.georgeranch.org.

15 Annua] Miracle on Morten Street

Downtown Richmond will be transformed into a Christmas
Wonderland filled with the sounds of the season. Miracle on Mor-
ton Street will be set in the Downtown Historic Richmond Dis-
trict (between 2nd and 5th Streets) from 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. and will
feel like an old fashioned, small town Christmas like you remem-
ber when you were growing up.Visit wwuw.historicrichmond.
org for more information.

DECEMBER 3
Photeg with Santa
From 1 p.m.to 5 p.m. partrons can take a free photo with Santa

and Mrs. Claus in the lobby of 16190 City Walk. You can also
donated new and unwrapped toys for the Fort Bend Rainbow
Room’s Christmas Project. All donations will go to children and
adults referred by caseworkers from Texas Department of Family
& Protective services. You may also drop your letter to Santa in
his mailbox and get a return letter in the mail for a donation of $5.
You will have another chance to take photos Dec. 10 and
Dec. 17 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

DECEMBER 7
City of Sugar Land’s Chrigtmag Tree Lighting
The steps of City Hall will light up with holiday cheer and en-
tertainment as Mr. and Mrs. Claus bring their holiday magic to

¢ Certified Instructor

Sugar Land Town Square.This event is free and open to the pub-
lic. The fun will include holiday crafts and activities, face paint-
ing, performances by local artists and choirs, photos with Santa
and food and beverages will be available for purchase. As the
night comes to an end, gather with family and friends around the
spectacular 40-foot Christmas tree located in the middle of Town
Square plaza to help Santa and Mrs. Claus usher in the holiday
season with the annual lighting of the tree.A free shuttle service
will run from -Mercer Stadium at 16403 Lexington Blvd. to Sugar
Land Town Square from 5 p.m.- 8 p.m. Limited parking is avail-
able in Town Square and all traffic will need to enter from Town
Center Blvd.To avoid traffic delays, the use of shuttle service is
strongly encouraged. Event attendees are asked to use the Sweet-
water Exit if traveling from US 59. Admission and all activities are
free and open to the general public. For more information, visit
www.sugarlandtx.gov or call 281-275-2885.

DECEMBER 9
Campfire Chrigtmag
On Dec. 9 and 16 at 9 a.m. and journey back into time to
Christmas’s Past with this one of kind immersive program at the
George Ranch Historical Park. Start your evening with a merry
greeting at the Visitor’s Center and hot chocolate and coffee to
warm your soul. Then enjoy a classic, holiday meal featuring the
best and most scrumptious recipes from Christmas pasts. Enjoy
this delicious festive feast and then take a turn on the dance floor
to the music of the ever popular Pat Gavin and the Buckaroo
Band. After your hearty Christmas meal, hop on our magical, time-
traveling tram that will take you back to Christmas Eve’s pasts.

1% Stop: Travel back to Christmas Eve 1836 and join the Jones
Family as they celebrate Texas independence from Mexico with
a Christmas Eve Celebration. Take a turn in the stock farm yard
and talk with the newly independent Texans as they chart a new
course.

2 Stop: Next stop, visit a cattle camp on a Christmas Eve
1870 and learn about the booming cattle industry post-Civil War.
Chat with the cowboys and sing some tunes out on the lonely
range while sipping hot coffee and cider by a roaring fire.

34 Stop: On your last stop, call on the Davis Victorian Man-
sion on Christmas Eve 1893.The Davis family is entertaining and
the family children are staging a special Dickens production.

9430 Oberrender Rd - Needville, TX 77461
Jacqueline McCroskey

Call (301) 646-3200
needvillehorse@gmail.com

website www.needvillehorseriding.com

4 Lessons for Children and Adults

4 Beautiful facilities with 2 arenas

4 Show & competition opportunities

4 Just minutes from Richmond,
Rosenberg and Sugar Land
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Reservations are required.Tickets are $50 for adults and $45 for
children, seniors and groups of 10 or more.This event is recom-
mended for adults and children age 8 and up. (Please note: Res-
ervations are non-refundable. Campfire Christmas is beld re-

gardless of the weather condition.) Visit www.georgeranch.org.

DECEMBER 16
Tulshear’s Festival of Lights 2017
This year’s Festival of Lights will be held from 6 p.m.- 9 p.m.
Dec. 16 on Main Street in Downtown Fulshear. The evening will
include food trucks, a children’s area, vendor booths and the 1%
Annual Christmas Parade Float contest.

VISIT US ONLINE att
www bheraldcom/morithly_magazines

for updates on local Holiday Happenings!

CLAYTON OAKS
— LIVING =
ASSISTED LIVING * MEMORY CARI

Outstanding Care.
Extraordinary Living.

Experience a state-of-the-art community,
unlike any other, conveniently

located between Sugar Land and R | p ";'// e

Richmond off the Southwest et

Freeway, US 9. CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR! _
281-817-8671

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

TX Lic# 106184

www.ClaytonOaksLiving.com

To advertise, call 281-342-4474 © 17




Consider these tasty

holiday drinks as a way

‘to complement your
holiday feast

_ thisyear.

Eggneg frem Seratch
Ingredients
12 jumbo egg yolks
1 pound granulated sugar
1 quart whole milk
1 quart heavy cream, lightly whipped
1 liter spiced rum
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Directions

1. Beat yolks in a large mixing bowl.

Gradually add sugar. Beat until mixture
thickens. Stir in milk and rum. Pour into a
large punch bowl and chill for 3-4 hours.

2. Fold in whip cream before serving.

Garnish with freshly ground nutmeg.

Caffeine-free Pumpkin Latte
Ingredients

1 cup pumpkin puree

1 quart milk

1/4 cup white sugar

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

18 * PECAN GROVE Monthly

1 tablespoon vanilla extract

Directions

1. Combine pumpkin, milk, sugar, cin-
namon, and vanilla in a large saucepan
over medium heat. Use a whisk to blend
well. Heat to a simmer; do not boil. *Add
whipped cream for a final effect if you'd
like.

Slow-Cooker Mulled Wine

Ingredients

1 bottle red wine

1 c.apple cider

1 c. cranberry juice

1/3 c.sugar

1 c.fresh cranberries

2 oranges, peels and juice

2 whole cinnamon sticks

1 tbsp. whole cloves

1 tbsp. star anise

Directions

1. Combine wine, cider, cranberry juice,
sugar, cranberries, the peel from 1 orange,
the juice of 1 orange, cranberries, cinna-
mon sticks, cloves and star anise in a slow
cooker. Stir to combine. Cook on high un-
til warm, about 30 minutes.

2. Serve warm and garnish each glass
with a piece of orange peel.

Het Apple Cider

Ingredients

6 cups apple cider

1/4 cup real maple syrup

2 cinnamon sticks

6 whole cloves

6 whole allspice berries

1 orange peel, cut into strips

1 lemon peel, cut into strips

Directions

1. Pour the apple cider and maple syrup
into a large stainless steel saucepan.

2. Place the cinnamon sticks, cloves, all-
spice berries, orange peel and lemon peel
in the center of a washed square of cheese-
cloth; fold up the sides of the cheesecloth
to enclose the bundle, then tie it up with
a length of kitchen string. Drop the spice
bundle into the cider mixture.

3. Place the saucepan over moderate
heat for 5 to 10 minutes, or until the cider
is very hot but not boiling.

4. Remove the cider from the heat. Dis-
card the spice bundle. Ladle the cider into
big cups or mugs, adding a fresh cinna-
mon stick to each serving if desired.




Het, Buttered Rum Batter

Ingredients

1 pound butter

1 pound brown sugar

1 pound confectioners’ sugar

1 quart vanilla ice cream, softened

1 tablespoon ground cinnamon

1 teaspoon ground nutmeg

Directions

1. Melt butter in a large pot over medi-
um heat. Blend in brown sugar and con-
fectioners’ sugar. Remove from heat, and
whisk in the ice cream, cinnamon, and nut-
meg. Pour mixture into a plastic container,
seal, and freeze.

2. In a coffee mug, measure 1 table-
spoon Hot Buttered Rum Batter and 1 fluid
ounce of rum, then fill cup with boiling
water. Stir, and sprinkle top of drink with
nutmeg.

Cranberry Martini

Ingredients

1 (1.5 fluid ounce) jigger vodka

1/2 fluid ounce orange liqueur

1/2 fluid ounce dry vermouth

2 (1.5 fluid ounce) jiggers cranberry juice

1 cup ice

Cranberries

Directions

1. Combine vodka, orange liqueur, ver-
mouth, cranberry juice, and ice in a cock-
tail shaker. Shake vigorously to chill. Pour
into martini glasses, and serve. 2. Garnish
with cranberries.

Gunline Coffee

Ingredients

2 cups powdered non-dairy coffee creamer

1 1/2 cups instant hot chocolate mix

1 1/2 cups instant coffee granules

1 1/2 cups white sugar

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg

Directions

1.In a large bowl, stir together the coffee
creamer, hot chocolate mix, instant coffee,
sugar, nutmeg and cinnamon. Store in an
airtight container at room temperature.

2.To make 1 cup, spoon 2 heaping table-
spoons of the mix into a coffee mug, and
add 1 cup of boiling water. Stir until dis-
solved.

Rudelph-Tini

Ingredients

2 fluid ounces vodka

1 fluid ounce hazelnut liqueur, such as
Frangelico

1 fluid ounce coconut flavored rum

1 fluid ounce half-and-half cream

2 (4 inch) cinnamon sticks

1 maraschino cherry

Directions

Pour the vodka, hazelnut liqueur, rum,
and half-and-half into a cocktail shaker
over ice. Cover, and shake until the out-
side of the shaker has frosted. Strain into a
chilled martini glass; garnish with the cin-
namon sticks to look like antlers, and the
cherry on the rim to look like a nose.

obd R SRl

Cenquite

Ingredients

2 egg yolks, beaten

1 (12 fluid ounce) can evaporated milk

1 (14 ounce) can cream of coconut

1 (14 ounce) can sweetened condensed milk

1/2 cup white rum

1/2 cup water

1/4 teaspoon ground cloves

1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Directions

1.In the top of a double boiler, combine
egg yolks and evaporated milk. Stirring
constantly, cook over lightly simmering
water until mixture reaches a temperature
of 160 degrees F (71 degrees C).The mix-
ture should be thick enough to coat the
back of a spoon.

2.Transfer mixture to a blender, and add
cream of coconut, sweetened condensed
milk, rum, water, cloves, cinnamon, and va-
nilla. Blend for about 30 seconds. Pour into
glass bottles and chill overnight.

Cranberry Sangria

Ingredients

1 cup white sugar

4 cranberry-flavored tea bags

4 slices fresh lemon

6 whole cloves

1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg

1/4 teaspoon ground ginger

1 1/2 cups water

2 (750 milliliter) bottles white wine

4 apples, cored and cut into chunks

1 1/2 cups dried cranberries

2 fluid ounces apple brandy

Directions

Place the sugar, tea bags, lemon slices,
cloves, cinnamon, nutmeg, ginger, and wa-
ter into a saucepan, and stir until the sugar
has dissolved. Bring to a boil, reduce heat,
and simmer for 10 minutes. Remove from
heat and let mixture cool. Strain out and
discard the spices, lemon, and tea bags.

Pour the white wine into a large jar or
covered container, and mix with the tea
mixture. Stir in apples and cranberries;
mix in the apple brandy. Chill in refrigera-
tor 24 to 48 hours. Serve cold.

To advertise, call 281-342-4474 © 19



By DIANA NGUYEN

ichmond resident Justin Moehn is on a mission.
R Justin, 35, is a self-advocate for autism awareness and
wants to share his story growing up on the spectrum
with audiences of all ages.

He calls himself the “autism expert” and aims to visit schools
throughout Fort Bend County to speak about his experiences
and how autism varies from case to case.

The second youngest of four brothers, Justin went on to study
computer science at Wharton County Junior College and now
works as a clerk at the Fort bend County Libraries. He is also the
administrative support at Hope For Three, a nonprofit advocacy
organization.

While Justin was growing up, his parents were befuddled as to
why he was doing things differently. He was diagnosed with
autism at the Texas Children’s Hospital in his early childhood
years, but didn’t become aware of his differences until high
school.

“My school assignments were modified [and I was] not really
socializing with other people at school,” he recalled. “I didn’t
really catch on [at first]. I think it was probably my high school
years, my freshman or sophomore years [that I realized it].

“In the '80s or ’90s, it’s not like today where pretty much

Specializing in Adult and
Geriatric Medicine

Accepting New Patients!

Syed Gardezi, M.D.

Internal Medicine
Primary & Preventive Care Physician

Office Services:

In house lab drawn
General and sports physicals
State immunizations and vaccines
Male and female wellness exams
Cardiac workup, ultrasound, and EKG

1628-B Crabb River Road
Richmond, TX 77469
281-545-8090
www.greatwoodprimarycare.com
Medicare, Medicaid, and all major insurance plans accepted!
Cash patients are welcome!

Get a free cholesterol and diabetic screening with this ad!
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SPEAKER JUSTIN Moehn, “Your Autism Expert,” shares his experience
growing up on the spectrum with a Q&A audience at the Shady Oaks
Primary School in Richmond.

anyone can be diagnosed. In the 80s, it was just like [one
particular] doctor at the time.”

Throughout his time at Pecan Grove Elementary School, Justin
described things as “pretty much routine,” but once he reached
middle school, things got tough. With transitioning through
different class periods, numerous teachers and assignments and
trying not to be tardy, his time at middle school was a different
ballgame.

Participating in a recent Q&A session called “Autism from the
Inside Out” at the Shady Oaks Primary School in Richmond, Justin
recalled his middle school experiences transitioning from class
to class.

“It was almost like traffic out in real life. It was bumper to a
bumper kind of thing,” he described.“It’s almost like run of the
bulls in Spain”

The audience roared in laughter.

In Justin’s first year of high school, he decided to talk to his
teacher so he could go to lunch earlier before class was let out.

“There was a couple years of my high school where I skipped
lunch because I wanted to do my studies,” he said.

When asked if his classmates were mean to him growing up,
he answered, “Not really, but they can be at times. It can be cruel
times. You get to the age where it’s the rebellion phase. I was
more focused on my studies at the time.”

In high school Justin had to adapt again.

Justin recalled having “at least one good teacher who
understood autism really well.I became more understanding and
aware of all that and my surrounding too.”
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Dr. Laura Martinez | Dr. Neel Srikishen

HOUSTON , 16659 Southwest Fwy.

[ ] ®
/I 1 ethoilst Medical Office Building 2
Suite 265

SUGAR LAND HOSPITAL Sugar Land, TX 77479
281.746.6611

houstonmethodist.org/spg

HOUSTON METHODIST
UROLOGY ASSOCIATES WELCOMES
DR. MARTINEZ AND DR. SRIKISHEN

Houston Methodist Urology Associates is
pleased to welcome Laura Martinez, MD,
and Neel Srikishen, MD, to the new
practice located on the Houston Methodist
Sugar Land Hospital campus. Houston
Methodist Urology Associates is a group
of physicians dedicated to the treatment of
the entire genital and urinary tract.

Combining clinical expertise with advanced
technology, the practice treats the following
conditions:

= Bladder disease = Infertility

= Erectile dysfunction = Kidney stones

= Female urology = Prostate issues

= Incontinence = Urologic cancers

To schedule an appointment,

call 281.746.6611 or visit
houstonmethodist.org/spg

to learn more about the practice.
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One school day, he found a pamphlet to join theater lying on
his desk during laboratory class.

Justin then joined theater for two years performing in school
plays.

“It helped me with what I'm doing now and presentations,” he
said.

Growing up, Justin recalled not experiencing any major
problems dealing with autism.

“There’s times when I just want to play games or whine at
times if it’s been a long day,” he noted. But it wasn’t until he
started college and working that the busy schedules overwhelmed
him.

“That went to meltdown,” he recalled.“So I lost my job just so
I'd have more ease and focus on my studies. Now, I'm only
working just to have some time off here and there to unwind.”

He recalled his experience working at Whataburger.

“Fast food and people on the spectrum? Don’t even bother,” he
said.“I wish I knew that before at the time.

The audience laughed.

“If you work at a cash register, you have people coming up to
you going,‘Hey, I didn’t get this’ Or ‘This isn’t what I wanted. That
will really set people on the spectrum off.

“You have someone coming up and yelling at you, that’s not a
good situation at all”

Rather than receiving instructions being yelled across the
room, Justin noted it’s better to come close and tell him quietly.

FAMILY MEMBERS Lésa, Lydia, Jonny and Jeff Junek at the Shady Oak
Primary School converse with one another before the “Autism from the
Inside Out” presentation by speaker Justin Moehn starts.

GUEST SPEAKER Justin Moehn and Shady Oak Primary School owner
Debbie Kruger Elder converse at the “Autism from the Inside Out” Q&A
presentation.
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After years of learning more about himself and how to deal
with autism, Justin aims to constantly share that knowledge with
others.

Shady Oak Primary School owner Debbie Kruger Elder praised
his enduring endeavor.

“Justin is also incredibly well connected because he has such
tenacity;” she said. “He introduced me to some really, really great
people all through the Richmond-Rosenberg area.”

She recalled a humorous story.

“We went together to a CPS meeting and he introduced me to
the woman who runs the Richmond-Rosenberg area. He said,
‘Debbie, come with me. She wants to talk to both of us. It would
be great for you, you can tell her about your school’ He’s always
looking out for me.

“I said, ‘OK, just the three of us?’ And he said, ‘Yeah, just the
three of us.We’'ll just have a quick meeting’

“So we arrive and she walks into a conference room and it’s us
and 19 people”

Justin laughed.

“He has a lot of tenacity and he didn’t give up,” said Debbie.“I
really admire that about him. Justin is very transparent about
what his journey has been like”

“He came by [Shady Oaks Primary] School and he said, ‘I want
to tell people my story.I want to talk about autism. Will you help
me?’

“I said, ‘Absolutely, I will.

And for Justin, the journey is far from over. He plans to speak at
Lamar and Fort Bend ISDs as well as Calvary Episcopal Preparatory
School.

CHILD ADVOCATES OF FORT BEND

This Christmas Home Tour is unstoppable

urricane Harvey left a path of destruction across Fort
HBend County and the Houston Metropolitan area but even

the wrath of Hurricane Harvey won’t stop the Child
Advocates of Fort Bend’s Christmas Home Tour. VISIT US ONLINE
at www.fbherald.com/monthly_magazines for more details about
the tour.Tour hours are 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on December 8 and 9
with a candlelight tour on December 8 from 6 p.m.until 9 p.m. For
sponsorship information or to belp with the tour, go to wwuw.
cafb.org

i,

Afraid of falling? Trouble getting in and out of t? tub?
: WALK IN BATH TUBS are the answer!
e On Sale New

ion, Arthritis,

100%

~Senior Bath Solutions Inc.

9660 Hillcroft, Suite 208 ston, Texas 77096
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HOPE FOR THREE

Give where you live

various programs/resources and awareness events. Since

2011, it has assisted thousands of families in Fort Bend
County and the surrounding areas; yet there are still so many
families to help.

Welcome to

The Swinging Dnur

' "' B The Best BarB-A in Texas

We cater for Banguets, Parties and
Special Events ® A family owned

Hope For Three provides help and creates hope through

restaurant serving the finest quality
100%, pecan smoked Bar-B-Q at
resonable prices in a pleasant, rural,
Jamily atmosphere.

3 & % i B
b I
i oo

3714 FM 359 e Richmond TX

Tel: (281)342-4758

www.swingingdoor.com

Availaplp

“The day to day living with autism is a feat with annual costs
estimated at $60,000 per year for one child,” said Darla Farmer,
Founder and Executive Director.“Factor in Hurricane Harvey and
the numbers catapult with hardships many cannot begin to
imagine. We need this
community more than ever”

As the Holiday Season
begins, Hope For Three
suggests you, “Give Where
You Live” by pledging a one-
time year-end donation or
an on-going gift through the
Circle of Hope Gift-Giving
Program. Hope For Three is
a 501c3 organization. 7o
pledge your gift, call 281-
245-0640 or visit www.
hopefortbree.org. You can
also find numerous ways
to give time or talent, as
well as, information and

Deputy Constable and Volunteer, Nick
resources for autism Kaminski and Hope For Three

Development Director, Caroline
Bordelon, gather toys to help families
during the holiday season.

Jfamilies.
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Pecan Grove dancers will periorm in
The Nuicracker

BY MARQUITA GRIFFIN

annual full-length Nutcracker ballet at the Stafford Centre
Dec. 8-10, featuring a cast of more than 100 dancers from
the local area — including a couple from Pecan Grove.

Travis High School varsity cheerleader and Ambush student
mentor Elizabeth Lamb has been dancing for 13 years and has
performed in numerous roles for The Nutcracker. This year the
16-year-old will perform the roles of Dew Drop Fairy and Arabian
Princess.

“I am so excited,” she said. “They are both beautiful roles, but
very different in styles, so I'm looking forward to the challenge.”

Considered the perfect family outing during the holiday
season, BalletForte’s The Nutcracker will show at the Stafford
Centre, 10505 Cash Road in Stafford. Performances will take
place at 7:30 p.m. on Friday,Dec.8; 2 p.m.and 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 9;and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10.Tickets, which start at $12, are
available at www.balletforte.org.

Directed by Michael Banigan and Dianne Jarrell, BalletForte
provides a training ground and professional quality performance
opportunities for serious dancers from the Houston area.

And 12-year-old Anneliese VanDagna is a serious dancer.

Pre-professional ballet company BalletForte presents its

BOR'S TACQ
STATION

ROSENBERG, TX

Holitlaay
Tamales

1901 Avenue. H

Rosenbero TK 77471 Follow us on...
281-232-8555 L
BobsTacos.com [i
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Elizabeth Lamb, who has been a dancer for 13 years, is looking forward to
the challenges offered by The Nutcracker. Photo courtesy of BalletForte

She was introduced to ballet when she was a little more than 2
years old by her aunt “TuTu”at Slater’s Dance Studio in Annapolis,
MD. She’s also danced with The Midstate Ballet Company in York,
PA where she performed in their version of the Nutcracker for
two years and in a Hip Hop Nutcracker in 2014.

Before moving to Pecan Grove last year, VanDagna danced
under the direction of Gretchen Patchell, a former NYC Ballet
Principal Dancer, at York Ballet in York, PA. who VanDagna credits
for becoming a stronger dancer.

“I am excited to be part of the Nutcracker this year because I
get to dance in the Party Scene,” she said.“And I get to dance in
Flowers with the older girls.”

BalletForte Company members audition for and are accepted




to attend summer programs offered by
professional ballet companies
nationwide.

In addition to the public
performances, the Company offers two
performances for students from Title 1
schools in the area during the school
day on Friday, Dec. 8.

The BalletForte Guild also presents its
annual Clara’s Tea from 3 to 5 p.m. Dec.
3 at Safari Texas in Sugar Land, featuring
“The Nutcracker in a Nutshell,”
refreshments, a meet-and-greet with
members of the cast, a silent auction
and boutique.

Tickets are $30 per person for the
tea and must be purchased in advance.

BalletForte is a nonprofit organization
and all donations to the organization
are tax-deductible. For more information
or to buy tickets, call 281-799-7554 or
visit www.balletforte.org.

Anneliese VanDagna

Anneliese VanDagna, a
serious dancer, brings loads
of experience to this month’s
performance of The
Nutcracker. Photo courtesy
of BalletForte
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Joseph Fuller Joins The Forf Bend Symphony . o connte and pesformances.
Orchesira’s “Deck The Halls” Concerd

eats are filling quickly for the Fort Bend Symphony
Orchestra’s annual holiday concert, traditionally their most

popular performance of the year.

FBSO is honored to welcome renowned pianist Joseph Fuller
to the stage for the first half of this year’s concert.

Fuller released his first holiday album, Chrismastime, in 2013.
His various albums have received over 15 million plays on
Pandora Radio, and he has performed with conductors across the
nation.

The Fort Bend Symphony Orchestra Chorus joins the orchestra
for the second half of the program.

“Deck the Halls” features traditional holiday favorites, including
Let it Snow, The Christmas Song, Three Kings of Orient, the
rollicking Frosty the Snowman, Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus, and
more.

Each year, FBSO members create a variety of handmade items
for gift-giving needs that are sold prior to the performance and at
intermission at the FBSO Holiday Marketplace. Selections range
from jewelry to tree ornaments to wearable items and more. All
proceeds benefit FBSO.

This year’s performance begins at 2 p.m. Dec. 3 at the Stafford
Centre.

Your Community
Healthcare Leader

Salman Aly, MD

PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIAN

* Board Certified in Internal Medicine * Board Certified in Infectious Diseases
« Experienced in Geriatric and Hospital and Internal Medicine
Medicine

* Hyperbaric & Advanced Wound Care

« Botox, Dermal Fillers, Low T Syndrome
+ Hyperbaric & Advanced Wound Care

Call Dr. Salman Aly at Call Dr. Sarfraz Aly at
832-886-4774 832-886-4994

* Travel Medicine

e (15 l d Custom

)7 /gg(ﬂ//(;yg Design by Kerry

l\\llll'\.“b

Sarfraz Aly, MD

INFECTIOUS DISEASE SPECIALIST

When it comes

New Address in Wharton Location
416 N. Alabama Rd., Wharton, TX 77488

to jewelry,
we do it all!

In Sugar Land And Wharton 281.344.9900

Now Accepting New Patients At Both Locations

f) S Q 1 A o 1 I‘ 106
Sugar Land: 1201 Creekway Dr. - Suite B - Sugar Land, Texas 77478 206 East HiER Rlchm?nd, B 100
Wharton: 979-282-6151 - 416 N. Alabama Rd., Wharton, TX 77488 www.goldconnection.net

26 * PECAN GROVE Monthiy



We only provide one thing.

Comfort.

'l

D Alcs
' £ Heating

Buy a qualifying system and choose:

0% APR Financing for 60 Months*

o Trade-In Allowance up to $3,000**

Its Hard To Stop A Trane:

All Out A/C & Heating

FREE System Estimates!
(281) 238-9292

Phones answered 24/7

AllOutACandHeating.com

! CHECK UP ! !
I normally $95 I any repair over $300 |
Must provide coupon. Must provide coupon.
1 Not valid with any other I Not valid with any other 1
1 offer or coupon. | offerorcoupon. 1
) Expires 12/31/2017 g+l s Expires 12/31/2017 e it
LIC#TACLA8300E | e N L |

* The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank, an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved
credit. The special terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full
in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For
new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 3/1/2017 and is
subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 10/31/2017. **Valid on qualifying systems only.
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PDECEMEER PROGRAMS AT
GEORCE VIEMORIAL LIERARY

et all the details on what’s happening this month at
orge Memorial Library, found at 1001 Golfview in
Richmond. All programs are free and open to the

public. For more information, call the library’s Public
Information Office at 281-633-4734. The November schedule

is as follows:

"¢ EXDERIENCE FArmH
' THI® CHRISTMAS

< JoIN us FOR CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
SunDAY, DECEMBER 24

TO0AM SINGLE SERVICE - CaroLs & ComMuNION

5PM JiNGLE JAM FAMILY SERVICE

7PM TrADITIONAL- CaroLs, CommunioN & CANDLELIGHT

9PM CoNTEMPORARY- CaroLs, CoMMUNION & CANDLELIGHT
SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES

8:15 am—Contemplative Service- prayer reflection & communion
9:00 am—Traditional service

10:30 am—Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided for all services, 8:10am—11:45am

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH




SPECTAL EVENTS

“Make Your Own Holiday Ornaments”
Saturday, December 2, 10:30 am-1:00 pm, Room 2A
Learn how to make holiday ornaments, such as a snowman, a
walnut mouse, keepsake glass balls, and candy canes during this
come-and-go adult craft activity. Materials provided courtesy of
the Friends of George Memorial Library.

“Facebook for Beginners”
Thursday, December 7, 2:00 pm, Computer Lab

Learn how to set up a Facebook account, search for friends,
make “friend requests,” and write wall posts.Those attending this
class should have a basic working
knowledge of computers, and must
have a personal email account before
attending the class. Reservations
required.

“Winter Fest”
Saturday, December 9, 10:30 am-
:30 pm, Meeting Room
Take a break from the hustle and
bustle of the holidays with
refreshments and music during this

festive open-house event.The Second Street Brass Ensemble will
perform holiday favorites from 11:00 to 11:45 am.

“Macros” - Photo Exhibit
December 11-January 31, Bobachevsky Gallery
Photographs portraying the beauty of macro-photography will
be on display, courtesy of the Fort Bend Photography Club.
Macro-photography is a specialized art of extreme close-up
photos capturing intricate details, usually of very small subjects.

“Resumé Workshop”

Tuesday, December 12, 2:00 pm, Computer Lab
Learn the basics of putting together a resumé.Those attending
this informal program will receive one-
one-one help formatting a resumé. For
assistance on a pre-existing resumé,
please have a digital copy available on
a USB flashdrive, saved to the cloud, or
have access to it via email. Registration
required.

“Trivia Contest”
Wednesday, December 13, 5:30-
:30 pm, Meeting Room
Trivia buffs are invited to form teams

Second Street Brass Ensemble

Exactly what you’ve been waiting for.
(oncierge Senior Ljving is here!

Reserve your suite today.

N

W BELLFOg,,
Sr
GRAND PKWY

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

MEMORY
CARE
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of two to eight people to compete in a
challenge that will include 10 rounds with 10
| questions per round. Prizes will be awarded

, to the top three teams. This family-friendly

. event is intended for all ages. Materials and
prizes are provided through the generous
support of the Friends of George Memorial
Library organization. Reservations are
encouraged.

“Winter Holiday Mini-Concert”
Thursday, December 14, 10:00 am,
Lobby
Students from the Austin Elementary
School Cosmic Choir will sing an assortment
| of holiday carols.

“Facebook for Business”
Tuesday, December 19, 2:00 pm,
Computer Lab

Learn how to use this popular social-media
website to grow a business. Get tips on
. setting up a business page and hear about
Wl | features that are unique to business pages.

"\ Reservations are required.

“Make Your Own Holiday Cards”
Wednesday, December 20, 5:00 pm,
1 Room 24
b Get crafty ideas for making personalized
h greeting cards. Materials provided courtesy
. of the Friends of George Memorial Library.

FORT BEND
COUNTY RESIDENT

| Tamara S. Osina, D.D.S. FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Michelle N.Messina D.D.S.
Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 * Fri.7-3

. (Early morning appointments
available)

.0
"W S SINA DDS

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

1320 THOMPSON RD.
RICHMOND, TX

281-342-5022
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“Story Spinners Writing Club”
Thursday, December 21, 5:30-8:00
pm, Room 2C

From beginning blogger to published
novelist, writers of all genres and experience
levels are welcome to write, share, learn,
support, network, and critique each other’s
work. Writing prompts, brainteasers, and
brief exercises will be available to ignite the
imaginations of any and all wordsmiths who
wish to hone their craft. The topic for
December is “Action!” Recommended for
ages 14 and up.

SPECIAL TALY
EVENTS

“Holiday Crafternoon”
Thursday, December 21, 2:00-6:00
pm, Puppet Theater

Families with children of all ages are
invited to spend an afternoon enjoying fun
crafts, such as papier-maché, button-making,
and more during this come-and-go event.

“The Magic of Science”
Thursday, December 28, 2:00 pm,
Meeting Room

The Nutty Scientists of Fort Bend will take
children of all ages on a frigid journey, using dry.
ice in different ways to create incredible
experiments that will leave everyone stone cold!

| |
VISH US ONLINE!Y

FOR the details on the
DECEMBER BOOK CLUB,
ADULT COMPUTER CLASSES,
YOUNG ADULT PROGRAM &
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS visit:

www.fbherald.com/monthly
magazines

LIERAKY CLOSINGS

December 22-25 - Christmas
January 1 - New Year’s Day




ITALIAN FURNITURE AT CASTLE FURNITURE DESIGN CENTER
Fine accessories, arts and area rugs

2 CASTLE FURNITURE
. DESIGN CENTER

WWW.CASTLEFDC.COM

3819 Fondren Rd. (Fondren & Westpark) * Houston, TX 77063 - (832) 201-1000




Mighty Mustang Band Heads to Olamo Bow

he Lamar Consolidated High School Mighty Mustang Band

Booster Club is seeking support for the Mighty Mustang

Band’s trip to San Antonio,Texas on Dec. 28 to compete
in the Valero Alamo Bowl, where the band has earned honors in
prior years.

During the 2009-2010 school year, the band won the marching
contest at the Alamo Bowl — earning the right to perform en
masse halftime show with 11 other bands, and being the only
high school band to perform during the pregame show.

In 2013-2014 school year, the band ranked second in the
competition.

This December the band will perform during the Alamo Bowl
halftime show with other high school bands; march in the
National Marching Contest; and play the Alamo Bowl Pep Rally on
the San Antonio River Walk.

“Our community has a long-standing history of excellent band
programs,” said LCHS Band Director Jason Levin. “And if the
community continues to support us we can represent it as
musical ambassadors on a national stage on ESPN.

“The Alamo Bowl is not just a tremendous musical experience
for the students, but also for everyone at home,” he added.

As a result of the hardship created by Hurricane Harvey, Levin
said many of the band parents are having difficulty paying dues
for the Alamo Bowl trip.

—

Mighty Mustang Band drum majors, from left, Jacky Rivera,
Alejandro Vargas, Sergio Sanabria are excited about the band’s trip
to the Alamo Bowl in December and are hoping the community will
help support the band by donating funds.

T ... . s s |

| YOUR FIRST WAXIS FREE"
ONE WAX IS ALL IT TAKES TO FALL IN LOVE.
| This Holiday Season, give a stocking stuffer gift |

lcard from European Wax Center with one of
| ‘our Holiday Specials: |

IPurchase a pre-paid wax pass of 9
| ‘of the same services and get 3 FREE |

'Or

| Purchase an unlimited wax pass for |
12 months and get the 13th month FREE

| *Holiday Wax Pass Special Sales Promotion runs from 11/1/17- |

12/31/17
| ROSENBERG - BRAZOS TOWN CENTER | 832 743 9299'
| 23820 Commercial Drive |

HIGH BROW
ARCHES
AND
LOWBROW
CRAVINGS.

WAXCENTER.COM | europeanwax (£)@)@)

L - e - —_ —_ = = 4

EUROPEAN
EXPERTS IN RZY¢
EYEBROWS™ o130 114:4



Each student must pay $650, so the booster club is encouraging
business or individuals to sponsor a student or donate to the
band.

Businesses or individuals who want to support the

and provides valuable feedback for all entrants.
A unique competitive environment is created which allows

ensembles to compare their performance quality to other
outstanding groups from across the country.The top 25 percent
of entrants are recognized as National Winners, with the second

25 percent named as Commended Winners.

band can contact Vanessa Rodriguez, the booster club
treasurer, at vanessa4lrodriguez@gmail. com.

Briscoe Junior High Honor Band
earns national recognition

musicals groups chosen for the Foundation for Music
Education’s Mark of Excellence program.

The Briscoe Junior High Honor Band is one of the select

The Honor Band was chosen as a Commended Winner.

The Mark of Excellence project seeks to recognize and award

outstanding achievement in performance by high school and . . . .
. . Briscoe Junior High Band Director Mark Keene leads the Honor Band
middle school bands, choirs and orchestras. during rehearsal.

The project gathers entries from throughout the United States

Brighten Up Your Holidays

% intro rate
APR* for 6 months

your Rewards with and FCCU VISA Rewards Credit Card

Unwrap

Purchases * Balance Transfers * Cash Advances

Same LOW Rate on:

Apply Today!

FCCU.org/CreditCards

Bl e

WITE, JI-—-.n - o~ .-—n.;’l:'.r..-l"...

A7 rFIRST

COMMUNITY
CREDIT UNION *
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BUSINESS

Would you like more exposure for: your
business? One of the BEST ways to get your
business some well-deserved attention is
- fight-here, in-this magazine;- which is-delivered -

.+ directly to homes in the neighborhoods you
want to reach.

F% Our amazing Advertising Team is ready to

assist you with rates, deadlines and any other
.. concerns or questlons you may have. You

can even have one of our writers profile your @WLMS MN?

 business! ,,;J Call 281-342-4474 and ask for one of our awesome advertlsmg
. e ute@mM members or you can email them directly.
' JOHN OLIVER: joliver@fbherald.com © s T
STEFANIE BARLETT: sbhartlett@fbherald.com B W
RUBY POLICHINO: ruby@fbherald.com@fbherald.com m

S 41 Ez Monday-Friday 7am-6
AUTO C\)/ CHECK o;at?,rd:y Z‘ém?ﬂmpm
COMPLETE CAR CARE ’ Call:}8

'
is 6 o - § ﬂﬂUL '

X 1""1 I‘ I1 !‘I. 1

Air Conditioning Check Up

E 95 © Test Vent Temperature
: s49 © Pressure Test System !
! +Tax !

Premium Oil Change Special Any Repair or Maintenance

5 oNewOil&Fter | | i
sz495 © Check/Top-Off Fluids . szs OFF

© Inspect for Visihle Leaks & Fees @ Set Tire Pressure

Most vehicles. Includes 3-step process listed above. Freon and/or $30 extra for full synthetic. Limited time. Any Service $150 or more
detection dye is included. Limited time. Also includes Courtesy Check Up! Total repair order must be at least $150 prior to tax. Limited time offer.
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NEIGHBORHOOD
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

721 FM 359 Road, Richmend, TX 77406
http://brazosbend.vet

281.342.1117

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

el DEBBIE'S

DEEP
CLEANING

TH THIS COUPON
o EXp. 12/31/17

510 OFF
FIRST TIME
CLEANING

N
ITH THIS COUPO
W EXp. 12/31/17

MORE THAN JUST
A CLEANING SERVICE

WHOLE HOUSE CLEANING, 4
DISINFECT, VACCUUM, :
DUST, REMOVE TRASH g

BONDED, EXCELLENT REFERENCES ':‘.L
WE ACCEPT COMPETITORS COUPONS ™

832-745-1166

TACLA8300E ymmsmmeTm sy

! WINTER

; 65 Dieck up x

ey b '

Afr& oL LA, R |

Heating IAAARARARANAY,

281.238.9292 : *50 0FF !
H amy repalr cver 5300

m.aﬂuulamndheu':l.bny.mm et 3 :

FREE System Estimates! | &5 el
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DENTAL AESTHETICS
7417 West Grand Parkway | South Suite 140
Richmond, TX 77407
281-232-8300
www.houstonsernedental.com

BUGC®

s We Make the Bugs Go."
ol (281) 240-2157
TERMITES - ANTS - ROACHES - MOSQUITOES - FLIES -TICKS & FLEAS

CallToday for a Free Quote! jﬁ e
Locally Owned and Operated TCPL - #0733389 MR i

www.bugco.org ¢ 281-240-2157 « NO CONTRACTS!

Are You Tired Of Being Dropped In The Grease By Your Other Maid Service

. Or Just Don't Have Time? Then call .
& @,'WApple Maids
7N

WEEKLY and BI-WEEKLY Service
b ¢

One Time and Special Occasions
L Leticia Soliz / Owner - 832.818.8771 cell

Proudly Serving Fort Bend for Over 16 Years
apple-maidsfortbend@aol.com

v o “POWER ‘N PRAYER”
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BUSINESS

NEIGHBORHOOD
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

|

DogGs « HORSES « CATS
CATTLE » GOATS

W Il o
Fort Bend

animal hospital

Alejandro Aguirre, DVM

We are your
family’s pet doctor!

WALK-INS WELCOME

1012 5™ STREET « ROSENBERG, TX 77471

832-569-3363

4 R

N - REMIX

Fine Properties

dq

{=T Each Office Indep

dently Owned and Op

protect you.
) Alistate.

You're in good hands.

The Pisani Agency
281-980-6200
adampisani@allstate.com

Auto Home Life Retirement

© 2014 Allstate Insurance Co.

. Serving the Richmond area

214947
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,Séra Ripley”
=B E*A!_.TO R

ell: © 713-443-6674 %

" Office: 281-392-9272

Sara.Ripley@century21.com

21945-A Katy Freeway
Katy TX 77450

o Mobile and Shop Mechanical Services

SESDTLS 24/7

FLEET SERVICES Emergency

20 D0ES Road Service
4500 Highway 6 S. Providing Quality and Affordable DLSFleetServices.com
Sugar Land, TX 77478 Mechanical Services 4110 FM 723 Road, Suite A
Direct (713) 478-1121
e DFax: I()281T) 786-3933 832-222-2056 ROSe("be’?' X774
mail: Don@DonTurner.com . . Fax: (713) 714-2916
www.DonTurnerProperties.com ona;:ec!;l’:gttg%‘zfes dean@disfleetservices.com

ROSENBERG
Carpet & Flooring

“What'’s On Your Floor Matters”

" The Bt . e Footinantl’

Ceramic Tile Flooring
Counter Tops

\Woad Floor Refinishing
Wood & Laminate Flooring

281.342.5193

RosenbergCarpet.com




NEIGHBORHOOD
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

2122 Hwy 90A East - Richmond, TX 77406

281-341-1861

alistarstoragerichmond.com

Masworeiite] 500 0rF
FINAL |™ 2518 1st Street A Complete RoofJob
TO U C H Rosenberg, TX 77471 $ 5°f6’5 Squares or More
TRRIIITE] (281)341-5779 0% OFF ARepair.

Locally Owned & Family

e%| FORT BEND HEALTHCARE CENTER

Our dedicated staff considers it an honor to

care for your loved ones. Our mission is to

provide superior, personalized nursing in a
warm, homelike setting. We are proud to offer:

* Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapies
* Excellent Cuisine and Activity Program
* Unique, charming residence recently d
with a European flair
WE TREAT YOUR LOVED ONE LIKE
FAMILY...IT'S ALL ABOUT THE CARE!

3010 Bamore ® Rosenberg, TX 77471
281-342-2142 * www.fortbendhealthcarectr.com

ETAIR

™~ A/C & Heating Since 1969
1821 Cottonwood School Rd., Rosenberg, Texas 77471

281-342-2512 www.CustomComfortAir.com

% RANGER
= PLUMBING COMPANY

Residential & Commercial Service

Responsible Master Plumber Licensed 5:
rangerplumbing @gmail.com Insured

832—888—8085 Heath McClure, Owner (& \

www.plumbersugarland.org M-40315

To advertise, call 281-342-4474 © 37




Choose the only
NG WAIT HOSPITAL EMERGENCY ROOM

in the Greater Houston Area

@
Grand Parkway ER

Grand Parkway & W Bellfort PECAN

GROVE

Jackson Street Hospital ER RICHMOND
HWY 90A (Jackson Street) \ (/7
Williams Way Hospital ER

HWY 59 & Williams Way \ r'
ROSENBERG @ d/

GREATWOOD

ittt (Z OAKBEND

www.oakbendmedcenter.org MEDICAL CENTER




Getting your kids to

BRUSH & FLOSS

has never been so easy! ¥

- ---------

T

3

$99 fasa

EXAM, X-RAYS, CLEANING
& FLUORIDE TREATMENT

New patients only.
Must present coupon to redeem.

Our patient and friendly staff will
coach your child on how to brush
and floss properly to prevent cavities
and have healthy teeth and gums.

ViJlalon-Callis

Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontics

Ben V;ll:.;\lon,. DDS 103 Fluor Daniel Drive Amber C'a\l!ls, DPS, MS
Pediatric Dentist Pediatric Dentist
Over 25 years experience Sugar Land TX 77478 Board Certified

000 Call Now (713) 272-0036 x

www.happysmiles4kids.com




At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, our teams of nationally recognized
specialists are finding new ways to outsmart cancer, while delivering the most
advanced treatments and comprehensive care available. From screenings to
diagnosis and cutting-edge treatments, our leading cancer care is available
at all seven locations across Greater Houston, so you can focus on healing,
surviving and thriving.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer or call 281.205.4514
to find a doctor in your area.

HOUSTON

Methalist

CANCER CENTER

OUTSMARTING CANCER
TAKES LEADING MEDICINE.

The Woodlands @

Willowbrook @
® °
West Houston-Katy ° Baytown
Texas Medical Center
]
Sugar Land ® Bay Area

Houston Methodist Cancer Center
at Sugar Land

16655 Southwest Fwy.

Sugar Land, TX 77479



