
River Barge 
Beautiful yellow flowers frame the U.S. Coast Guard buoy tender the Cheyenne as it conducted repairs and re-

placed navigational aids in the Missouri River. Dropping river levels have made this work possible. This photo was 
taken from the Washington riverfront Tuesday, July 30.   Missourian Photo. 

Pier Blast Makes Big Splash
Some residents living near the new Highway 47 bridge in Washington received quite a surprise when two old 

concrete bridge piers were pulverized by explosions Saturday morning. After 60 days of high water, Marschel 
Wrecking crews were finally able to get back on the water last week to first cut the piers into 100,000-pound pieces 
and then drill holes to blast the piers 35 to 40 feet below the water line. Missourian Photo. 
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Run, Parade 
Kick Off Fair
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

To help build excitement for the Washington 
Town & Country Fair, three events are planned for 
this weekend — the annual parade and run/walk, 
and new this year, a kickoff party.

The five-day Fair will open Wednesday, Aug. 7, and 
run through Sunday, Aug. 11, at the city fairgrounds.

Fair Chairman Jason Unnerstall said residents won’t 
have to wait until Wednesday to get into Fair mode.

“We have lots of fun activities planned this 

Old Bridge Piers Blasted
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

High river levels kept Marschel 
Wrecking crews off the water for 
the past 60 days but they wasted no 
time taking out two remaining con-
crete piers from the old Highway 47 
bridge on Saturday.

After a week of saw cutting the 
piers into 100,000-pound pieces and 
moving them to the river bank, two 
explosive blasts Saturday morning 
pulverized the remaining concrete, 
which is now mostly cleared from 
the river bottom.

Marschel Wrecking project man-
ager Jeremy Frye said the blast 
came from deep below the water line.

“We drilled 18 holes between 35 
and 40 feet deep in the piers,” Frye 
said. “We used explosives specifi-
cally designed to break up concrete. 
It’s the same used to blast rock on 
the highway and in quarries.”

Frye explained crews have been 
back to work for about a week and 
a half. They had to wait until the 
river level was back to 20 feet before 
having access to the piers.

First on the list was to cut down 
one remaining piece of the old steel 
bridge structure that had remained 
in place since the original demoli-
tion blast took down 90 percent of 
the old bridge span in mid-April.

At that time, Frye said one of the 
explosive charges designed to cut 
steal hadn’t properly ignited.

That was not a problem Saturday 
as the blast sent river water and 
small pieces of pier concrete flying 
onto the new bridge as the explo-
sives detonated near bedrock in the 
river bed.

“We had wrapped all of the piers 
in steel woven fabric to try and con-
tain as much as we could,” Frye 
said. “We wanted everything to go 
straight down and keep debris from 
flying.”

Frye added they worked with the 

Hepatitis A
Vaccine Is 
Mandated 
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Employers at roughly 500 establishments in 
Franklin County have 90 days to vaccinate all 
food handlers against hepatitis A before they are 
allowed to work.

If employers fail to vaccinate their employees, 
they face legal ramifications and can be prosecuted.

The new health regulation for food handlers 
was drafted after two restaurants in the county 
were closed and mass vaccinations offered because 
an employee tested positive for the virus. In all, six 
county businesses and the county jail have been 
inspected during the hepatitis A outbreak and five 
food handlers have tested positive.

The “simplified” commission order was ap-
proved Tuesday. 

Tuesday’s regulation is a revision of a much 
more detailed vaccination order that was tabled 
July 23, classifying the violation of the vaccination 
order as a misdemeanor.

Presiding Commissioner Tim Brinker said there 
has been a lot of research and discussion on this 
topic by the commission and the health depart-
ment.

“The public has raised questions, and the media 

Downtown
Washington
In Spotlight
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Downtown Washington was in the spotlight last 
week at the annual Missouri Main Street Confer-
ence in St. Louis.

Missouri Main Street Connection Inc. (MMSC) 
presented downtown revitalization awards Thurs-
day night, recognizing revitalization excellence 
during its annual conference, held at The Westin 
St. Louis.

The ceremony honored communities, individu-
als, businesses and organizations from across the 
state, including Washington, that have completed 
exemplary work in downtown revitalization.

Competitive nominations were submitted for 
projects, activities and individuals in 14 different 
categories that covered aspects of design, economic 
vitality, organization, promotion and other efforts 
in downtown revitalization.

Downtown Washington Inc. submitted nomina-
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