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Dying Boy’s Final Wish Granted

Unloading the Truck
The 35th annual Scouting for Food drive took place in Washington Saturday, 

Nov. 16. Area Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and volunteers collected bags of food 
and dropped them off at the St. Francis Borgia Grade School cafeteria. They 
collected over 18,803 food items to be divided among several food pantries in 
the Washington area. Since the first food drive, over 505,000 food items have 
been collected and donated in the Washington area.   Missourian Photo.

District Scouts 
Collect 66,000 
Food Items
By Amanda Postma
Missourian Staff Writer

Several hundred local Scouts, scoutmasters and volunteers took to the 
streets Saturday, Nov. 16, to collect Scouting for Food bags.

Roughly 5,500 more items were collected over last year’s total in the 
Osage District, which includes Franklin, Crawford and Southern Warren 
counties.

“Over the past 10 years, this was probably one of the top three collec-
tions,” said Ken Etter, Osage District senior district executive.

The district collected about 66,000 food items, with more than 18,800 
items collected within the Washington area. The St. Louis area total end-
ed up being 1.97 million.

“The need is great here,” said Etter, noting many of the volunteers 
hunt to provide food for their families. “They were helping others while 
they themselves are in need.”

Nearly one in seven people in the bistate region are food insecure. 
That’s more than 427,000 people. Roughly, 114,000 of those people are 
children.

The USDA describes food insecurity as a lack of access to enough food 

Alcohol, 
Pot Top 
Killers
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Drugs and alcohol played a role in the 
deaths of 144 people in Franklin County in 
2018, but not all were overdoses.

According to the 2018 annual report 
compiled by Franklin County medical ex-
aminer Kathleen Hargrave, methamphet-
amine was the single largest drug contrib-
uting to deaths last year.

In all, 39 deaths in Franklin County 
were related to methamphetamine use, 
which is up from 23 total cases in 2017.

Of those deaths, 22 were classified as ac-
cidental and seven more involved a motor 
vehicle.

Four of the county’s six homicides had 
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Sports Cars for Alec
A procession of sports cars and other vehicles that had been staged at the Washington Fairgrounds 

heads down Fifth Street Sunday afternoon, Nov. 17, to celebrate the life of Alec Ingram, a 14-year-old 
boy who died Nov. 7 after a four-year battle with cancer. His final wish was to have sports cars lead his 
funeral procession to the Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery. A large crowd had gathered at Fifth and Clay 
streets to pay their respect. The procession was organized by Sydney’s Soldiers Always, a nonprofit or-
ganization whose mission is “to enhance the lives of area children and families who have been affected 
by childhood cancer, focusing on bucket list items for critical/terminal children.”   Missourian Photo. 

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

For 14-year-old Alec In-
gram’s final wish, he asked 
for sports cars to be part of 
his funeral procession this 
past Sunday.

The Washington com-
munity, Franklin County 
area, the entire region and 
beyond stepped up and an-
swered the call, bringing 
nearly 2,000 vehicles to 
take part in the procession.

It took about 90 minutes 
for the estimated 1,700 
to 2,000 cars to make it 
through Washington, ac-
cording to Washington po-
lice.

“It was organized very 

well,” said Sgt. Steve Sitz-
es. “The funeral procession 
began on time, and was 
done in about 1 1/2 hours. 
There were no incidents 
nor accidents.”

In 2015, Alec was diag-
nosed with osteosarcoma 
bone cancer. He passed 
away Thursday, Nov. 7, af-
ter a four-year battle with 
cancer — his final wish was 
to have sports cars lead the 
procession to his final rest-
ing place at Immanuel Lu-
theran Cemetery on High-

way A.
Alec’s funeral was held 

Sunday at Immanuel Lu-
theran Church.

Immanuel Lutheran 
Principal Nick Hopfens-
perger said many in the 
community, through social 
media, followed Alec’s bat-
tle for several years.

“Through the follow-
ing months and years, 
Alec went through various 
treatment plans, experi-
enced extended hospital 
stays, and worked with 

numerous doctors and 
nurses who provided the 
best treatment possible,” 
he said. “During this time, 
the Washington commu-
nity wrapped their arms 
around the family as they 
walked through each step, 
unsure of what the next 
day would bring.”

Alec’s life and battles im-
pacted the school commu-
nity, Hopfensperger added.

“Immanuel Lutheran 
School families grieve to-
day — not only have we 

lost a former student and 
a recent graduate, but our 
students have lost a class-
mate, a chapel buddy and 
a friend. His story, how-
ever, doesn’t end today. As 
Christians, however, we 
don’t grieve as those with 
no hope. Instead, we share 
in the knowledge of the res-
urrection, that Alec is now 
with his savior in heaven, 
enjoying the gift of eternal 
life,” he said.

“We ask for the commu-
nity to continue to pray for 
the family — for peace and 
for comfort as they grieve 
today. But pray also for the 
family during the coming 
weeks and months ahead 
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