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Borgia Defeats St. Clair, 

Advances to District 
Championship Game

Jacob Unnerstall
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Having Fun With Brain Food
Behr Addison reaches out to touch a fake brain, made with cauliflower and JELL-O, during a Hal-

loween party for young children held Monday, Oct. 30, at the St. Francis Borgia Regional High School 
Wingbermuehle Activity Center. The party was planned and organized by SFBRHS students who are 
taking a child development class as part of an assignment. The teens came up with age-appropriate 
games for the children, who came wearing costumes.    Missourian Photo.

Trail Taking Shape
Crews from Gateway Design and Construction Services and the city of Washington worked on paving the new 

western expansion of the Rotary Riverfront Trail Monday, Oct. 30. The contract between the city and Gateway calls 
for 4 inches of MoDOT-quality asphalt. The trail will be 12 feet wide and about 1 mile long. The paving work was 
expected to be finished by the end of the week. Once that work is done, parks crews will have to add guardrails, 
signs and other features before the trail can open to the public.    Missourian Photo.

United Way Drive Comes to a Close
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Franklin County Area 
United Way campaign officially 
came to a close Tuesday, and fi-
nal attainment numbers will be 
announced Nov. 14.

“We were still receiving totals 
from our partners until the end 

of the day Tuesday and some 
companies will even report 
Wednesday as they are wrap-
ping things up,” said Whitney 
Livengood, board president and 
campaign co-chair.

As of Monday, the drive was 

at 73 percent of the $1,111,111 
goal, with gifts and pledges to-
taling $811,573.

“We are optimistic that we 
will make the goal,” Kim Strub-
berg, United Way executive 
director, told The Missourian 

Monday afternoon.
“The updates received have 

been largely positive and we 
are very optimistic,” Livengood 
added.

Strubberg said what she 
hopes is a victory celebration 

for the campaign will be held 
Dec. 12. More details will be 
announced in the near future 
about the reception.

Last week, United Way offi-
cials reported the drive at just 
over 56 percent toward its goal.

“We’ve made up a lot of 
ground in that time, which is 

Highway 47
Is Top Priority
For Widening
n According to MoDOT 

Engineer
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The widening of the Highway 47 corridor is the No. 1 priority 
in Franklin County.

That’s according to Missouri Department of Transportation 
(MoDOT) Area Engineer Judy Wagner, who noted that sections 
of Interstate 44 also need work, but Highway 47 tops the list 
when considering congestion of roadways.

The comments came at Monday’s Washington Area High-
way and Transportation Committee meeting when Wagner 
was asked by committee member Bill  Miller Sr. what the most 
pressing need is in the county.

“As far as congestion goes, Highway 47 for sure,” Wagner 
commented, “but there are some locations on 44 I would love to 
get corrected.

“The condition is good; however, it (47) needs to be expanded be-
cause of its capacity and the high crash rate that we are experiencing.”

Highway 47 is part of the East-West Gateway Council of Gov-
ernments Connect 2045 Plan, but no funding has been identi-
fied. It is labeled as an “illustrious” project in Tier 1 of the plan.

According to Wagner, a 10-month traffic analysis of the ar-
tery will help identify areas that could be addressed with safety 
improvements. St. Louis-based Lochmueller Group is conduct-
ing the study at the cost of $185,000.

The study will be very comprehensive and in addition to 
identifying issues, also will provide suggestions for long-term 
solutions. It is funded by Franklin County, $75,000; the cities of 
Union and Washington, $50,000 each; and $5,000 from both the 
Union and Washington Special Road districts.

“We need to be ready,” said Wagner. “When we get safety 
funding we will know where to prioritize the next need.

“It is definitely something we will utilize right away and for 

Voters May 
See State Fuel
Tax Initiative

n On Ballots Soon
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Two local state lawmakers say time may be run-
ning out to raise fuel taxes to fund Missouri trans-
portation improvements, but the public will have 
the final say.

State Rep. Nathan Tate, R-St. Clair, along with 
State Sen. Dave Schatz, R-Sullivan, have spent 
the summer visiting cities across the state as part 
of the 21st Century Missouri Transportation Sys-
tem Task Force.

Tate told The Missourian Monday there has 
been no final consensus, but the committee is 
leaning toward a possible 10-cent per gallon fuel 
tax increase to rehabilitate the state’s crumbling 

Woman Dies in Overdose
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

A Union woman was found 
dead in a Washington motel 
early Monday from a suspected 
opioid overdose.

Washington police respond-
ed at 2:25 a.m. to the American 

Inn motel in the 1700 block of 
East Fifth Street for a report 
of a 39-year-old overdosing on 
drugs.

Police said they found a 
woman unresponsive with no 
pulse lying between two beds 
in the hotel room.

The officer administered 

Narcan, a nasal spray designed 
to reverse the effects of an opi-
oid overdose. The woman was 
still unresponsive after the 
dosage of Narcan.

Police attempted other mea-
sures to revive the woman, but 
she remained unresponsive. A 

n Numbers to Be Reported November 14
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