
It’s show season. All across 
the country, boat, sport and 
travel shows are kicking off 
with the intention of introduc-
ing outdoors enthusiasts to 
people, places and products 
that can enrich pursuits of 
fish and game, and outdoor 
recreation.

Here in Missouri, the Kan-
sas City Boat and Sport Show 
is set to take place Jan. 18-
21 at H. Roe Bartle Hall and 
the St. Louis Boat and Sport 

Show is Feb. 8-11 at America’s 
Center.

Growing up in Northwest 
Indiana, Grandpa always 
took me to the Chicago Sport 
Show and a much smaller one 
in South Bend on the campus 
of Notre Dame. My parents 
would allow me to take a day 
off school, because Grandpa 
refused to fight the weekend 
crowds.

We would browse the 
aisles, always buying lures 

and beef jerky. We collected 
enough marketing materi-
als about lodges and fishing 
guides to fill a grocery bag.

Back home, I’d spend hours 
upon hours sorting through 
the brochures I’d collected, 
dreaming about one day being 
able to visit such amazing des-
tinations. The older I become, 
the sweeter these memories 
of trips to the sport show with 
grandpa are. He’s been gone 
14 years now, but I don’t even 

have to close my eyes to see 
the old man walking those 
aisles in all his glory.

Over the years, I have built 
great relationships with lodg-
es and their staff I have met 
at the sport shows. Every kid 
is excited to see the slab crap-
pie on ice in the coolers Blue 
Bank Resort keeps in their 
booth. Having fished out of 
Blue Bank many times now, 
Billy Blakely has become a 
guy I hop in a boat with every 
year.

Bull Shoals Boat Dock and 
Marina is a place my uncle 
first took my cousins and over 
20 years ago after he booked 
a houseboat trip at a sport 
show. Now Kevin Eastwold, 
a third generation owner, is a 
dear friend. I always dreamed 
of fishing Lake Erie, so one 
show I booked a trip with Sea 
Breeze Charters. Capt. Bob 
Witt put me on a 9-pound 
walleye that hangs on my of-
fice wall.

The Kansas City and St. 
Louis Boat and Sport Shows 
are great places to find local 
and faraway outfitters and 
guides who can help you cre-
ate lasting memories. Usually, 
they offer special deals at the 
shows, so not only will you get 
to meet the lodge owners and 
outfitters in person, you save 
a few bucks by cutting a deal 
at the show.

The same goes with boat 
dealers and tackle retailers. 
Another fun and informative 
reason to attend these shows 
is to learn from experts pre-
senting seminars. You can 
usually pick up some tips from 
the pros.

It’s the energy found in 
the aisles of these shows that 
make them so appealing to 
me. I love watching the ex-
cited faces of kids scurrying 
about. It takes me back to my 
own happy childhood days. 
I will be attending a number 
of sport shows this year with 
hopes of coming away with 
some new information, great 
contacts and a few good deals. 

See you down the trail …

Sulltrop Deer
Windy Sulltrop, New Haven, shot this buck during a hunt in 

New Haven. The 11-point buck was killed Dec. 23, 2017.    
 Submitted Photo.

Booths like this one belonging to Bulls Shoals Boat Dock and Marina offer  
information and show specials to help you plan your next adventure.

MU Extension 
Council Will  
Conduct Election

The University of Missouri 
Extension Council in Frank-
lin County is currently con-
ducting its annual election of 
council members.

Extension Council Chair-
man Bob Buxton encourages 
all to exercise their privilege 
of voting for the candidates of 
their choice in their district.

Ballots were to be mailed 
to county residents Jan. 4 
and must be returned before 
Jan. 25 to be counted.

Each person of voting age 
who resides in the district 
is entitled to one ballot. Ad-
ditional ballots may be ob-
tained by calling the Exten-
sion office at 636-583-5141, 
or by stopping by the office at 
116 W. Main St. in Union be-
tween the hours of 8 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

The Franklin County Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension 
Council is comprised of 19 
elected and three appointed 
members. These volunteers 
are elected for a two-year 
term and are the governing 
board for University of Mis-
souri Extension programs in 
Franklin County.

Members make recom-
mendations and suggestions 
concerning extension pro-
grams, oversee local staffing, 
arrange and administer the 
county’s share of the cost of 
extension services and hold 
an annual election.

Those running for the 
Franklin County University 
of Missouri Extension Coun-
cil by voting districts in 2018 
are:

District 1 (Boles and 
Calvey townships) — Tim 
Baker, Tom Curran, Fred Jef-
fery and Terry Schwoeppe 
(vote for two).

District 2 (St. John’s and 
Washington townships) — 
Gerard Aholt, Amy Elbert, 
Tricia Kuenzel and Carol 
Maune (vote for two).

District 3 (Boeuf, Lyon and 
New Haven townships) — 
Paul Brune and Lee Kasse-
baum (vote for one).

District 4 (Boone and 
Meramec townships) — Amy 
Bourland, Sue Koch, Hanna 
Thomeczek and Christine 
Smith (vote for two).

District 5 (Union town-
ship) — Ruben Aramburu, 
Alex Gerlemann, Kimberly 
King, and Tim Stahlman 
(vote for two).

District 6 (Central and 
Prairie townships) — Roger 
Bardot and Pam CoxWil-
liams (vote for one).

People may vote only for 
the person or persons in their 
district.

University of Missouri Ex-
tension in Franklin County is 
an outreach program of the 
University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia. Specialists in county 
Extension centers extend the 
research and resources of the 
four University of Missouri 
campuses in Columbia, Kan-
sas City, Rolla and St. Louis 
and of Lincoln University to 
residents.

Through seminars and 
workshops, individual con-
sultations, research and 
demonstrations, newsletters, 
guide sheets, and media, Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension 
personnel strive to provide 
useful information to help 
citizens solve everyday prob-
lems and improve the quality 
of life for all.

As a resource center, Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension 
provides a wealth of informa-
tion in the areas of agricul-
ture and the environment, 
horticulture, business and 
economic development, com-
munity development, health 
and nutrition, family and 
consumer economics, family 
issues and 4-H youth devel-
opment opportunities.

Buxton encourages every-
one to find out more about 
how MU Extension is reli-
able, responsive and relevant 
to today’s needs by visiting 
www.extension.missouri.edu/
franklin.

University of Missouri Ex-
tension programs and infor-
mation are available to all.

MDC Reports 15 New Cases  
Of CWD; 18,400 Deer Tested

The Missouri Department of Con-
servation (MDC) reports 15 free-rang-
ing Missouri deer have tested positive 
for chronic wasting disease (CWD) 
out of nearly 18,400 test results re-
ceived so far for the season.

The 15 new cases consist of:
• One from Cedar County from a 

hunter-harvested adult buck;
• Three from Franklin County 

from hunter-harvested adult bucks;
• One from Jefferson County from 

a hunter-harvested adult buck;
• Four from Linn County from 

hunter-harvested adult bucks;
• Two from Macon County from a 

hunter-harvested adult buck and a 
hunter-harvested adult doe;

• One from Polk County from a 
road-killed adult buck;

• One from St. Clair County from a 
hunter-harvested adult buck, and

• Two from Ste. Genevieve County 
from a hunter-harvested adult buck 
and a hunter-harvested adult doe.

MDC also reports no cases of CWD 
in Missouri were found along the 
Missouri-Arkansas border. CWD has 
been found in several hundred deer in 
northern Arkansas.

For the third year in a row, MDC 
also reports no additional cases of CWD 
have been found in central Missouri, 
where a single case of CWD was con-
firmed in Cole County in early 2015.

According to MDC, the low num-

ber of CWD cases found in new coun-
ties (Cedar, Polk, and Ste. Genevieve) 
suggests the disease was recently in-
troduced to these areas.

MDC also notes mandatory sam-
pling is proving to be critically im-
portant in finding new cases in new 
areas, and additional testing and 
thinning of deer in the immediate ar-
eas where cases are found is helping 
to limit the spread of the disease.

The 18,400 test results MDC has 
received so far include nearly 16,000 
samples collected from hunter-har-
vested deer during MDC’s CWD man-
datory sampling efforts Nov. 11-12.

Results also include about 2,400 
tissue samples collected for CWD 
testing throughout the state over sev-
eral months prior to the mandatory 
sampling weekend and after the man-
datory sampling weekend.

“We could not accomplish this very 
important work without the help of the 
many thousands of hunters and hun-
dreds of landowners around Missouri 
who brought in their deer for CWD 
testing to help find and limit the spread 
of this terrible disease,” said MDC Di-
rector Sara Pauley. “Thank you!”

The 15 new CWD positives bring 
the total number of CWD cases de-
tected in free-ranging deer in Mis-
souri to 57 with 10 found in Adair, 
one in Cedar, one in Cole, seven in 
Franklin, two in Jefferson, five in 

Linn, 25 in Macon, one in Polk, three 
in St. Clair, and two in Ste. Genevieve 
counties.

For more information on samples 
submitted for testing, results received 
and pending, and cases of CWD in 
Missouri, go online to mdc.mo.gov/
cwd under “CWD in Missouri.”

MDC continues to receive tissue 
samples for CWD testing from taxi-
dermists, road-killed and sick deer, 
and hunter-harvested submissions.

MDC also will collect addition-
al tissue samples for CWD testing 
through March from areas immedi-
ately around where new and recent 
cases of CWD have been found. The 
department will share final results in 
April once all testing done.

Hunters who have had tissue sam-
ples collected for CWD testing from 
their harvested deer can get test re-
sults for their deer, as they become 
available, at mdc.mo.gov/CWDTes-
tResults. MDC personally notifies all 
hunters that have positive test re-
sults for their deer.

CWD is a deadly illness in white-
tailed deer and other members of the 
deer family, called cervids. CWD kills 
all deer and other cervids it infects. 
There is no vaccination against the 
disease and no treatment or cure for 
infected animals.

For more information on CWD, vis-
it mdc.mo.gov/cwd.

Sport Shows 
Open World of 
 Possibilities
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