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History Is Calling
Matthew Loesing, right, takes his turn playing around with an old-fashioned telephone Friday, Feb. 16, when 

Washington Historical Society volunteers Joanie Lichty and Wynn Scheer visited Immanuel Lutheran School to 
share stories and information from their new book, “Now and Then.” Waiting their turn are Cooper Krull, left, and 
Addison Marquart, center.   Missourian Photo.

Lawmakers: Gun Laws Already Exist
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

After the tragic killing of 17 
people at a school in Florida 
on Valentine’s Day, some law-
makers representing Franklin 
County in the state Legislature 
were asked if tougher gun laws 
should be considered, especially 
on the AR-15 rifles.

The lawmakers were asked 
the question in an open forum 
sponsored by the Washington 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
Friday. 

“I don’t think so,” State Rep. 
Paul Curtman, R-Pacific, said. 
“We’ve got plenty of laws on the 
books already, but they are not 
being enforced. People need to 
have the ability to defend them-
selves.”

The style of gun drawing 
the most criticism is currently 
the AR-15 (Armalite rifle) in 
conjunction with high-capacity 
magazines of 20 to 30 rounds.

These rifles are very similar 

to ones used by the military, 
but are semi-automatic, which 
means one bullet will fire each 
time the trigger is pulled and 
the rate of fire is dictated by 
how fast the user can pull the 
trigger. 

State Rep. Justin Alferman, 
R-Hermann, shared Curtman’s 
view of the checks and balances 
already in place.

“First off, the AR-15 is not a 
military weapon and AR doesn’t 

stand for assault rifle,” he said. 
“All rifle and pistol purchases 
go through checks already.”

Alferman referenced the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System (NICS) 
used by dealers with a federal 
firearms license (FFL) who are 
required by federal law to con-
duct an FBI background check 
on potential purchasers.

But, there are currently no 
state or federal laws that re-

quire private sellers to per-
form a background check before 
transferring a gun to a buyer. 
And private citizens do not have 
access to the NICS system.

These private sales, referred 
to as “gun show loopholes,” can 
be done face to face and many 
are done online.

Private sellers can use an FFL 
as a third party in the transac-
tion, so a background check can 
be performed. The FFL general-
ly charges a fee for this service.

Alferman said the loophole 

Tax Sought 
For Police 
Salaries
n  In Neighboring 

Counties
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Franklin County Sheriff ’s office could 
face a new challenge post Election Day.

That’s if Proposition P fails here, but 
a Jefferson County initiative is approved 
the same day.

Today, the greatest challenge for re-
taining and hiring new officers is com-
peting with wages in St. Louis and St. 
Charles counties, as well as municipali-
ties in those areas.

According to Sheriff Steve Pelton, the 
problem could grow if law enforcement 
taxes in neighboring counties, including 
Jefferson and Warren, are approved.

Franklin County Prop P will be on the 

Fair Ready Cow
Brian Gildehaus, 2018 Washington Town & Country Fair chairman, and Alex Mey-

er, right, Fair board member, tag a dairy cow that will be exhibited in the Washington 
Town & Country Fair. A total of 11 exhibitors registered 18 dairy cows Saturday, 
Feb. 17. Exhibitors may tag two animals, but may enter only one in the competition. 
Fifty-four exhibitors tagged 82 steer for judging at the Fair.  Missourian Photo.

Flu Test
Shortage
n Could Skew 

Reporting
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

As flu cases inch closer to 3,000, 
the threat of running out of kits 
to test for the illness is becoming 
more of a reality each week.

The shortage of testing kits 
could throw a wrench in the over-
all reporting of the illness both in 
Franklin County and statewide, 
hindering health officials in their 
tasks to properly document the flu 
season and prepare for next year.

As of Tuesday, the count of flu 
cases in Franklin County was 
2,640 with just under 100 new 
cases reported after the Presi-
dents Day holiday weekend. Just 
like last week, the influenza 
type B numbers are again creep-
ing slightly higher than type A, 
but the cases per age group are 

n But Are Not Being Enforced

Girders
To Arrive 
Next Week

n Nighttime 
Bridge Closures

By Gregg Jones 
Missourian Staff Writer

The next phase of the Highway 47 bridge over 
the Missouri River is slated to begin next week 
with the installation of girders on the structure.

Girders will arrive early next week by truck 
and they are slated to be installed overnight from 
Tuesday, Feb. 27, through Thursday, March 1.

Missouri Department of Transportation (Mo-
DOT) Area Engineer Judy Wagner said the girders 
arriving next week will connect pier No. 10, the 
southernmost pier, to pier No. 9.

“These girders are probably the most exciting 
part of the project because you can see the connec-
tions from pier to pier,” she said. 

During the work, motorists should expect inter-
mittent closures for up to 30 minutes at a time up 
to three times a night from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. All 
work is weather permitting.

Wagner explained that the trucks will be staged 
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