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Police Station Safe Zone
n For Buyers, Sellers of Goods

By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

Buyers and sellers of goods looking 
for a safe place to conduct their business 
need to look no further than the Wash-
ington Police station.

In 2016, Washington police, along with 
hundreds of additional departments in 

the country, partnered with OfferUp, an 
app allowing users to buy and sell goods 
to other shoppers online, not unlike 
Craigslist and Facebook’s Marketplace. 

Through those partnerships, OfferUp 
donated 12-by-18-inch aluminum meet-
up spot signs signifying a “safe zone” 
where buyers and sellers could trade 

Mountain Lions 
May Be in Area
n Utilizing River Corridor for Travel

By Monte Miller 
Missourian Staff Writer

State wildlife officials say recent black bear spottings in Marthasville could 
just be the beginning of a migration of other species not normally seen in Frank-
lin and Warren counties.

The next apex predators which could be making its way to the St. Louis re-
gions are mountain lions, if they’re not here already.

Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) Metro Media Specialist Dan 
Zarlenga says even if they become more prevalent in Missouri, mountain lions 
most likely won’t be seen, at least in this area.

“It’s very unlikely, but not impossible,” Zarlenga said. “Even in states where 
reproducing populations of mountain lions do exist, sightings are not all that 
common. Mountain lions are typically secretive and wary of humans and popu-
lated areas.”

Gerald
Although secretive, the big cats were spotted in Franklin County four 

years ago.
In 2014, two Gerald police officers spotted a Mountain lion following a report 

of a sighting by a motorist in a creek bed in the area of Highway Y.
At that time, the officers reported the sighting to the MDC and alerted area 

Sheriff Says 
Deputies at All 
Schools Costly
n Estimates $1.5 Million

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Posting a school resource officer (SRO) at every campus in incorporated 
Franklin County is not financially feasible.

Sheriff Steve Pelton estimates an initial price tag of $1.5 million to post 
a deputy at the 16 public and parochial schools in unincorporated Franklin 
County. That includes the salaries and benefits, and the cost of equipment. 

Annually, the price would drop but there still would be the need for special-
ized training pertinent to protecting schools.

“We would love to put an SRO in schools, we just don’t have the funding,” 
Pelton said. “We still are passionate about school safety — this office is com-
mitted to the safety of children.”

Law enforcement officers in schools is a national conversation due to the 
number of school shootings that have occurred in the past decade, or more.

Earlier this year, the sheriff met with superintendents of schools, some of 
whom sought full-time SROs, while others are considering other options such 
as school protection officers who would be hired privately.

District Funding
Since Pelton met with superintendents, there have been strides made 

by Union and Washington school districts to pay the cost of officers to visit 

Queen Candidates’ “Day of Professionalism” 
The Washington Town & Country Fair Queen contestants enjoyed the view from the 

Bank of Washington’s fourth floor balcony Thursday, July 12, during their day of pro-
fessionalism. The contestants received interview tips and participated in mock inter-
views. All contestants will be interviewed Wednesday, Aug. 1, for the queen contest. 
There are 20 queen candidates. 

Top photo, from left, are McKenzie Chasteen, Emily Lochirco, Payton Keene, Natalie 
Schneider, LeAnn DeLargy, Liz Spaunhorst and Haley Woll. Bottom photo, from left, are 
Bonnie Eckelkamp, Laura Schroeder, Cassidy Waters, Meggan Harman, Laina Powell, 
Sydney Meyer, Lauren Click, Alyssa Brinkmann and Taylor Covington.   Missourian Photos.

Boating Boys
Students at Our Lady of Lourdes Vacation Bible School played with wind-up boats 

Friday, July 13. The theme for the Bible school was “Shipwrecked.” Students learned 
Bible stories, played games, made crafts and more. Pictured, from left, are Dawson 
Wolfe, Jack Tobben and Jay Cundiff.   Missourian Photo.

Door: Commission 
Appointments Unclear
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County Clerk Debbie 
Door says the possibility of two gu-
bernatorial appointments being 
made to the Franklin County Com-
mission in coming weeks has caused 
her some concern.

The early retirement last week 
of Presiding Commissioner John 
Griesheimer has left the seat vacant 
until the end of his regular term, 
which would have ended Dec. 31.

According to Door, depending on 

who is asked about how the process 
will go, a different answer is given.

“I called the governor’s office di-
rectly and was directed to the boards 
and commissions office,” she said. 
“They told me since it is so close to 
the elections they would wait until at 
least after Aug. 7.”

There are three people running for 
the presiding commissioner seat, in-
cluding First District Commissioner 
Tim Brinker, Washington School 
Board member Trish Mitchell and 
Union City Engineer Jonathan Zim-
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