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Welcome Home Hugs, Kisses and Tears
Staff Sgt. Brad Jacquin with the U.S. Army Reserves surprised sons Mic, back, and 

Kael when he showed up to Little Rascals Preschool Friday, June 1, after having been 
deployed for 301 days in Taji, Iraq. A 1998 graduate of Washington High School, Staff Sgt. 
Jacquin has served in the Army Reserve for the past 12 years.    Missourian Photo.

Corpus Christi Procession
Washington’s first annual Corpus Christi Procession took place Sunday, June 3. The traditional event started with 

Holy Mass at St. Francis Borgia Church and ended with a benediction at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, giving a 
public witness to faith in Christ. Here the procession, which celebrates the real presence of Jesus in the Holy Eu-
charist, is leaving Borgia Church.    Missourian Photo.

Bids for Bluff 
Road Project 
Under Budget
n Start Date Not Determined

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A local contractor submitted the 
low bid for a much awaited Bluff Road 
project but there still is a review pro-
cess before work can actually begin.

Washington Director of Public Ser-
vices John Nilges said the Missouri 
Department of Transportation (Mo-
DOT) and Federal Highway Com-
mission still must sign off on the 
$1,228,469 bid from KJ Unnerstall 
Construction, Washington. The bid is 
lower than the engineer’s estimate of 
$1.4 million.

Nilges stated he was “expecting a 
much higher number.” There were a 
total of three bidders, but only two bid-
ders met the bid specifications, he said.

He said the work will take 90 days 
once the contractor is given notice to 

proceed, pushing the project into the 
early fall, and during the Washington 
Town & Country Fair.

“I don’t have the start date yet be-
cause it is contingent on MoDOT re-
viewing it and the federal government 
reviewing it, and they have been inun-
dated with projects and are working 
fairly slow right now,” Nilges stated.

Work also is expected to be during 
the beginning of the 2018-19 school 
year — something the city had tried 
to avoid. 

“It will occur during the Fair, I al-
ready went to the Fair Board to let 
them know,” Nilges added. “We are 
rushing to get it done to not impede 
the 2018 fall school year but I do think 
it will get into that school year a little 
bit as well.”

The project is funded through a 

Recycling Center 
Permit Rejected
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington City 
Council Monday voted 
down a request to oper-
ate a recycling center 
after several months of 
hearings that drew the 
ire of residents neighbor-
ing the proposed site.

The council unani-
mously agreed to deny 
the special use permit 
requested by Jeff Gard-
ner, owner of Franklin 
County Recycling and 

Salvage LLC, to oper-
ate the business on West 
Main Street.

Gardner currently op-
erates the business at 
6365 Bluff Road and pur-
chased the former Spor-
lan Valve plant at 1699 
W. Main St. in 2016, to 
the west of River Oaks 
subdivision where there 
are 47 homes with about 
115 residents. To the 
south of the Main Street 
plant is Mount Carmel 
Estates where there is 
one home already built 

and another under con-
struction, and 10 lots 
for sale. It is owned by 
Shawn Mayall, of S-K 
Contractors.

The former Sporlan 
property had been vacant 
for a number of years. It 
is zoned M-2 heavy in-
dustrial, but given the 
nature of the proposed 
use and the requirement 
for outdoor storage of 
equipment and materi-
als, a special use permit 
is required to obtain oc-

Alferman Joins Parson 
Administrative Team
n Resigned House Seat Monday

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

State Rep. Justin Alferman, R-Her-
mann, will now serve as legislative direc-
tor for new Missouri Gov. Mike Parson. 

On Monday, Alferman resigned his 
seat in the House of Representatives and 
immediately began his work for the gov-
ernor, who was sworn in Friday evening.

“Words cannot adequately convey how 
great of an honor it has been to serve the 

people of the 61st legislative district,” Al-
ferman said. “This is my home and my 
constituents are also my family, friends 
and neighbors. Each day I have been able 
to advocate for their interests in Jeffer-
son City has been a profound privilege, 
and I am forever grateful for the trust 
and faith they have had in me to serve as 
their state representative.”

In his new position as legislative di-
rector, Alferman will help develop and 

Sex Offender 
Arrested Near 
Preschool
n Roughly 200 Feet 
From Little Rascals

By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

A sex offender who was living in a tent less than 
1,000 feet of the Little Rascals Preschool was ar-
rested last week.

Dakota R. Dunham, 25, Washington, was 
charged Monday in the 20th District Associate 
Circuit Court as a prior offender residing within 
1,000 feet of a school or child care facility after con-
viction or plea for a special offense, according to a 
Franklin County felony complaint.

At about 3 p.m., Friday, June 1, Dunham al-
legedly trespassed on property located in the 900 
block of Bieker Road after being told by the resi-
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