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Corridor Study May Lead to Funding
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Members of the Washing-
ton Area Highway Transporta-
tion Committee Monday said 
a recently completed Highway 
47 traffic study could give the 
county a leg up in securing 
funding.

In December, the Lochmuel-
ler Group shared its first phase 
of a traffic analysis study with 
the Highway 47 committee.

Bill Straatmann, chairman 
of the transportation commit-
tee, said the study could benefit 

if there is funding for a major 
road project.

“If money becomes available 
we’re one step ahead,” he said.

According to Franklin Coun-
ty Commissioner and commit-
tee member Tim Brinker, a 

draft version of the Trump ad-
ministration’s infrastructure 
plan leaked last week is an indi-
cator that more funding for lo-
cal projects may be on the way.

He added that included in 
the leaked document was in-

formation that rural counties 
with less than 50,000 residents 
would receive block grant fund-
ing.

“We want to get it tweaked to 
make sure we qualify,” Brinker 
said.

The analysis collected traffic 
data at eight different points 

Man Indicted
For Sodomy, 
Molestation 
n For Abuse of a Child

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

A man charged with multiple counts of 
sexual assault and child endangerment 
will be arraigned next week in Franklin 
County Circuit Court.

Brett James Pendleton, 48, is sched-
uled to appear in front of Circuit Judge 
Ike Lamke Tuesday, Feb. 6. Pendleton 
was arrested and charged in early Janu-
ary after he admitted to police to commit-
ting sexual acts with a juvenile and mak-
ing her ingest drugs.

Pendleton originally was charged Jan. 
2 with one felony count of statutory sodomy, deviate sexual in-
tercourse with a person less than 12 years old, and one felony 
count of endangering the welfare of a child creating substan-
tial risk.

Last week the Franklin County grand jury indicted Pendle-
ton on one count of first-degree child molestation, three felony 
counts of statutory sodomy or attempted sodomy with a person 
less than 12 years old, and two felony counts of endangering 
the welfare of a child. 

Pendleton is being held at the Fulton Reception and Diag-
nostic Center on a parole violation for a 2010 charge for manu-
facturing drugs. 

Original Arrest
Washington police said Pendleton rented a room at the 

American Inn in the 1700 block of East Fifth Street while he 

Prop P Would Benefit EMA
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

When disaster strikes in 
Franklin County, there needs 
to be a safe place for the emer-

gency to be managed and miti-
gated, officials said.

Currently that place is in 
the basement of what was once 
the juvenile detention cen-
ter in Union, which has been 

transformed into a makeshift 
Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC).

Additionally, the busiest pub-
lic safety call center in Frank-

New Contract 
For VanLeer
n Superintendent 

Since 2009
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington School Board has approved a 
one-year contract extension for Superintendent 
Dr. Lori VanLeer.

The extension keeps a three-year contract intact 
for VanLeer, who was named superintendent in 
January 2009. Her new agreement runs through 
June 30, 2021.

The board voted in closed session Wednesday 
night on the contract. The decision was unanimous 
with board member Dan Contarini absent.

Board President Kevin Blackburn told The Mis-
sourian that VanLeer is an exemplary leader who 
works tirelessly to provide the best learning envi-
ronment for students and staff.

“Dr. VanLeer does an awesome job and I hon-
estly don’t know how she does it all,” Blackburn 
said. “She is never satisfied with status quo and al-
ways looking for ways to improve with innovative 

The Strong Arm of the Law
Franklin County Sheriff’s Department Deputy Josh Perkins, left, engaged in an arm wrestling match with Wes-

ley Hardin Thursday, Feb. 1, at St. John the Baptist-Gildehaus. The school hosted a first responder appreciation 
day as part of Catholic Schools Week. A reception was held after the traditional arm wrestling matches. Watching 
the arm wrestling, from left, are Elliot Riegel, Emoree Williams and Brenna Gildehaus.   Missourian Photo.

Building Demolition
Andy Unerstall construction crews began removing a building at the intersection of Jefferson and Main streets 

Thursday, Feb. 1. The building was originally built as a planing mill, but is commonly known as the old Modern 
Auto building in Downtown Washington. The building is being removed as part of a tax increment financing project 
developed by Unerstall. The development will feature residential and commercial buildings.   Missourian Photo.
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