
Living Stations of the Cross
The women of Jerusalem were portrayed by fourth-grade girls at Our Lady of Lourdes during the 

school’s annual Living Stations of the Cross held Friday, March 29. Jesus, shown carrying his cross, 
was portrayed by Damian Filla, and soldiers were portrayed by, from left, Becket Caldwell, Austin 
Melland and Lane Byrley. Missourian Photo.

Pulling Honeysuckle Requires Teamwork
A team of volunteers worked together to remove a larger honeysuckle bush from the grounds of the 

Miller-Post Nature Reserve Saturday morning, March 30, during the community Honeysuckle Hack or-
ganized by the Washington Middle School Environmental Club, led by adviser Stefanie Virgen, and the 
Virgen Stream Team. More than 80 volunteers helped to remove the invasive bush honeysuckle, multiflora 
rose and privet. From left are Stella Secor, Allie Missey, Melanie Bush and Chloe Kugel. Missourian Photo.
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Officials Get Jail Update
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Exactly one year after the passage of Proposi-
tion P by Franklin County voters, another mile-
stone has been reached in the $30 million reno-
vation of the county jail and 911 center.

On Tuesday, the Franklin County Commission 
was told the bidding phase of the project will be-

gin next week and plans are on schedule and un-
der budget.

After months of preconstruction meetings and 
needs assessments, the scopes of work and docu-
ments are ready for bidding in the next month 
before construction can begin in earnest in mid-
May.

A mandatory prebid meeting for all parties 

Flood Threat 
In County Is
Subsiding
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

As the three major rivers in Franklin County begin to drop, so 
does the anxiety of major spring flooding in the area.

County Emergency Management Agency (EMA) Director Abe 
Cook said Monday he is cautiously optimistic the end may be in 
sight for this round of spring flooding.

“We might have seen our crest,” Cook said. “Everything seems 
to be trending downward, and that’s a good thing.”

With only two days of rain forecast in this week, the Mera-
mec, Bourbeuse and Missouri rivers will have even more time 
to recede.   

“This has been a ‘river-in’ flood event with water coming in from 
elsewhere,” Cook said. “Obviously, any rainfall we have here adds 
to the situation. The more dry days we have this week the better.”

The county EMA monitored the weekend rainfall, which was 

Area Lawmakers 
Are Mixed on
Closed Primaries
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

A bill that would force Missouri voters to register with a par-
ticular political party ahead of primary elections won very slim 
approval in the House of Representatives last week, but may not 
have the traction to make it to the Senate.

Although the bill has not been perfected for passage, it gained 
slim approval by a vote of 78 to 72 after party leadership made 
the rounds in the House to garner enough votes to keep the bill 
alive.

The legislation would mean only registered Republicans could 
vote in the Republican primary and likewise for Democrats, 
leaving members of any other political party or those unaffili-
ated with any party out in the cold.

Instead, any not registered Republican or Democrat would 
not be allowed to vote for candidates on the ballot but ballot is-
sues only.

The Missourian has learned the Missouri GOP is pushing the 
bill, but Republican representatives from Franklin County oppose 
the closed primary idea and voted against the measure last week.

Tate
State Rep. Nate Tate, St. Clair, says he wanted to toe the 

party line, but the more he looked at the bill he realized it just 
wasn’t for him.

“I was a pretty hard ‘No’,” Tate said. “This would basically 
shut out a section of voters simply because they aren’t a Repub-
lican or Democrat.”

Tate added in essence the bill would be taking away the rights 
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More Dockets
Under Ruling
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

There is concern locally of a 
Missouri Supreme Court rul-
ing that could lead to more 
court dockets and more people 
failing to appear for hearings.

That’s according to Franklin 
County Prosecutor Matt Beck-
er, who noted that Supreme 

Court Rule 33.01 can be inter-
preted several ways.

The rule goes into effect July 
1. The intent is that nonseri-
ous offenders who can’t afford 
to bond out of jail have other 
options to ensure they appear 
in court.

“This is something we are 
looking at closely and the 
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