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School District Shares Survey Results
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

A total of 672 people complet-
ed a strategic planning survey 
conducted for the Washington 
School District.

The district is seeking input 
from staff, parents, students 
and community members as it 
develops a new five-year strate-
gic plan to drive improvement 
and innovation through 2023.

Superintendent Dr. Lori Van-

Leer shared a summary of the 
findings with the school board 
Wednesday night. More in-
depth analysis of the results is 
ongoing.

VanLeer said 96 students, 
261 parents, 18 community 
members, 102 certified staff 
and 30 support staff members 
completed the electronic survey. 

Another 150 also participated, 
but did not indicate what group 
they were with.

The survey was conducted by 
Patron Insight, which summa-
rized the findings.

Survey participants were 
asked questions in five focus 
areas — achievement; facili-
ties and learning environment; 

partnerships; assets and sus-
tainability; and safety, health 
and well-being.

Participants also had the op-
portunity to share their ideas 
on how best to measure success 
for each one.

VanLeer said the district’s 
strategic planning team will 
meet this month to review the 

survey results. Following that, 
implementation teams will 
be formed to begin working 
through the action steps associ-
ated with each established fo-
cus area.

Achievement
Under achievement, the top 

three priority areas identified 
by survey participants are as 
follows:

• A student-centered learn-
ing environment to improve 

Union Man 
Is Indicted
For Murder
n In Toddler’s Death

A Union man accused of kill-
ing a 2-year-old boy in Febru-
ary was indicted by a Franklin 
County grand jury.

Austin T. Stonebarger, 23, is 
charged in the indictment with 
first-degree murder. 

Grand jury indictments, by 
law, are suppressed until a de-
fendant has been served. Stone-
barger was served Wednesday, 
Feb. 28, at the Franklin County 
Jail where he is being held on a $500,000 cash-
only bond.

An arraignment is scheduled for Tuesday, March 
6, at 9 a.m. in front of Presiding Circuit Judge Ike 
Lamke.

Stonebarger initially was charged in the Frank-
lin County Associate Circuit Court.

According to Union police, officers responded to 
a home on Henry Drive just after midnight Feb. 3 
for the report of a child who was unconscious and 
not breathing.

Officers performed CPR and the toddler was 

Dog Helps 
Grieving 
Students
n In Aftermath 

Of Shooting
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

Roughly 1,200 miles from his home-
town of Washington, in the media cen-
ter of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School, Sheba, Immanuel Lutheran’s 
comfort dog, lays on the floor with a 
laughing student whose tears have start-
ed to dry.

Minutes earlier, the high school stu-
dent and school shooting survivor was 
inconsolable, working with a grief coun-
selor.

“You could tell by the look on the coun-
selor’s face it wasn’t going well,” said Su-
sie Blatt, one of Sheba’s handlers. “That’s 
when we approached her.”

Blatt and Wilma Adams, another han-
dler, saw the situation, and they knew 
Sheba could do what they or the coun-

Making a Connection
There were six girders installed at the new Highway 47 bridge over the Missouri River this past week. Penn Services, a 

subcontractor to Alberici Constructors, installed the precast concrete girders from Bent No. 10 to Bent No. 9 above the Union 
Pacific Railroad tracks. Placement of the 152-foot-long, 75-ton girders was completed Thursday night. There were complica-
tions installing the girders, according to the Missouri Department of Transportation.   Missourian Photo/Jeanne Miller Wood.

SWAT ’Bot 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Department SWAT team member Tyson Jones dis-

plays the team’s new MK4 robot to Information Technology and Project Lead 
the Way engineering students at the Four Rivers Career Center. The robot has 
a 4-foot arm and claw used to open doors and grab items. Cameras and a video 
system can be used to gather information and communicate with suspects. The 
robot can move on tracks or walk on four legs. Missourian Photo.

Filing Open 
For County, 
State Seats
n Races Form

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

With just five days passing since filing 
opened for county and state political of-
fices, races are quickly forming for offices 
up and down the ticket.

With the filing period open until March 
27, more candidates will likely throw 
their hats in the ring.

Early on, there is already quite a 
crowded field of candidates for voters to 
choose from in both the Aug. 7 primary 
and later in the Nov. 6, general elections.

At the federal level, eight Republicans, 
including Missouri Attorney General 
Josh Hawley, have filed to challenge in-
cumbent Democrat Claire McCaskill for 
her U.S. Senate seat.

The other Republican candidates thus 
far are Tony Monetti, Austin Petersen, 
Fred Ryman, Christina Smith, Kristi 
Nichols, Bradley Krembs and Ken Pat-
terson, who lives in Eureka.

The only other statewide office up for 
grabs this election year is that of state 

Stonebarger

n Input Sought for Strategic Plan

• See Survey Page 2A

• See Murder Page 2A

• See Filing Page 2A• See Dog Page 2A


