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Washington 
School Board  
Sets Tax Rate

Tax Credits 
Approved for 
Downtown
n Facade Improvements

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington School Board 
Wednesday night approved a property 
tax levy of $4.1862 per $100 assessed 
valuation.

The 2018-19 rate was set following 
a public hearing held at the start of the 
regular monthly meeting. There were 
no public comments.

Superintendent Dr. Lori VanLeer 
said the levy includes a very small roll-
back of about 1 cent in debt service.

The levy last year was $4.1779, 
which included a voluntary rollback of 
$0.1472.

VanLeer said the calculation used to 

set the levy was reviewed by school of-
ficials and checked multiple times, as 
well as reviewed by the state auditor.

The breakdown for the 2018-19 rate 
is as follows:

Incidental — $3.5883.
Capital Projects — $0.1279.
Debt Service — $0.4700
Total — $4.1862.
The tax rates are set to produce the 

revenues which the budget for the fis-
cal year beginning July 1, 2018, shows 
to be required from property tax.

Each tax rate is determined by di-
viding the amount of revenue needed 
by the current assessed valuation. The 
result is multiplied by 100 so the tax 

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Historic Washington Foundation, a sister or-
ganization to Downtown Washington Inc., has been 
approved for $325,000 in Neighborhood Assistance 
Program tax credits for its low-interest facade im-
provement loan program.

The group is approved to accept donations and in 
turn offer 70 percent of that donation back to the do-
nor as a state tax credit. 

These tax credits are part of $7.3 million being 
awarded by the Department of Economic Develop-
ment to nonprofits across Missouri for community de-
velopment projects.

“This is such great news,” said Bridgette Kelch, 
Downtown Washington Inc. executive director. “We 
have been working on our application for the tax cred-
its for over two years. Now, it’s time to sell the credits.”

The credits will benefit the group’s low-interest 
façade improvement revolving loan program, which 
offers financing for façade improvements, as well as 
hands-on classes for historic building maintenance.

“The program is being created to provide an incen-
tive for property owners to rehabilitate, reuse or en-
hance buildings in the downtown district, specifically 
those buildings that are vacant or have underutilized 
upper-floor space,” Kelch said.

The long-term goal, she said, is to continue to at-

Couple Celebrating  
70 Years of Marriage
By Karen Cernich
Missourian Feature Writer

The secret to a long and healthy mar-
riage is two words — “giving in,” said Art 
Giuliani, Washington, with a smile.

His wife of 70 years, Kate, smiled back 
at him while noting that she let him have 
his way many times, too.

“You’re funny,” Art remarked, as he 

hugged her.
“That’s what I like,” said Kate. “It’s au-

tomatic.”
The Giulianis celebrated their 70th 

wedding anniversary Tuesday, Aug. 28, 
with a cake and a couple of friends at 
Cedarcrest Manor in Washington, where 
Kate is a resident.

Art also gave Kate a vase filled with 
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Love Is the Answer
Art and Kate Giuliani, Washington, celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary Tues-

day, Aug. 28, with a cake and small gathering of friends at Cedarcrest Manor, where 
Kate is a resident. Art brought Kate a vase filled with several of the wooden word scrolls 
that he carves using a scroll saw.    Missourian Photo.

Triple Threat on the Rail
Once the rain had passed Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 29, a trio of skateboarders took to the Washington Skate 

Park to perform a variety of jumps and skills, including this balancing act on one of the rails. From left are Nick 
Horskins, Lucas Dykes and Christian Koppel.    Missourian Photo.

Enrollment Down
n At East Central College

By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

With enrollment num-
bers dropping once again, 
East Central College of-
ficials are growing more 
and more concerned 
about the college’s finan-
cial situation.

As of Monday, to-
tal credit hours had 
dropped by roughly 
6 percent throughout 
the college, marking 
another year of dwin-
dling enrollment fig-

ures. 
That number is some-

what preliminary, ECC 
President Dr. Jon Bauer 
said Monday, as dual 
credit enrollment figures 
haven’t been released as 
of yet and final numbers 
are still being tallied.

Bauer noted that 
within the enrollment 
numbers are some silver 
linings. The college saw 
an increase of new ECC 
students of 12 percent, an 
uptick of students seek-
ing transfer degrees of 

9 percent and a boost to 
first-time degree-seeking 
students of roughly 7 per-
cent.

Boosts in new student 
enrollment are always 
good news, he said, but 
the college needs to con-
tinue to work on retain-
ing students as well.

“We’re doing a good job 
of getting new students 
in,” Bauer said. The dis-
appointing news comes 
when we look at reten-
tion and keeping those 
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