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WHS Jaywalkers Leap High at Extravaganza
The Washington High School Jaywalkers dance team were among the performers at the annual SFB Starry 

Knights Dance Extravaganza held Saturday, Jan. 6, at St. Francis Borgia Regional High School. Dancers from 
three dance schools, including Jo’s School of Dance and Dance Craze, both in Washington, and Michelle’s School 
of Dance in St. Clair, performed more than 30 routines for the crowd.   Missourian Photo.

Story Time Smiles
Natalie Pollock and her son Colvin clap and giggle together during the 

preschool story time held Tuesday, Jan. 9, at Washington Public Library. 
Along with listening to stories read about winter and snow, the children 
sang songs and did crafts. Preschool story time for children ages 3 to 6 
is held on Tuesday and Friday mornings at 10  a.m.   Missourian Photo.

Menefee: Drug Epidemic to Continue
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington Police Chief Ed 
Menefee said drug use, namely 
heroin, continued to be an issue 
in the city in 2017. He doesn’t 
see the issue getting better any 
time soon.

“If somebody had a solution, 
they’d be a multimillionaire,” 
he said. “Everyone is looking 
for one, but the problem is the 
addiction. You have to get rid of 
the demand.”

Menefee said 2017 didn’t see 

a major increase in the number 
of crimes in Washington, but 
drug crimes were up 20 percent. 
The city saw an increase in drug 
use and drug-related crimes. 

Fighting Heroin 
“Heroin is still a problem,” he 

said. “I can see it in the num-
ber of drug cases, the stolen 
vehicles, the crisis intervention 
cases, burglaries. It’s what we 
need to work on.”

Menefee said he is bothered 
by the increase in overdoses in 
Washington. Officers responded 
to 12 in 2017 compared to six 
the year before. The city also 
had three overdose deaths after 
having one in 2016. 

“Overdoses are worse,” he 
said. “The crimes associated 
have shifted a little. I don’t 
think it’s gotten worse, it’s 
just shifted, but the overdoses 

are much worse and I’m hop-
ing they don’t increase more in 
2018.”

Menefee said officers will try 
to step up street-level enforce-
ment to try and get the drugs off 
the street. However, that likely 
won’t eliminate the problem. 

One of the biggest problems 
with the opioid epidemic is the 
lack of a local connection makes 
enforcement more of a chal-

lenge, Menefee said. During 
the methamphetamine boom of 
the early 2000s, the drug often 
came from the area with county 
residents manufacturing and 
selling meth.

Use slowed as groups like the 
Multi-County Narcotics and Vi-
olent Crimes Enforcement Unit 
put a stop to meth operations. 

Menefee said the heroin 
found in Washington mostly 
comes from the city of St. Louis. 
He said people leave the city 
limits and head downtown to 

Revisions on 
Prop P Ballot
Language 
n Former Sheriff 
Raises Concerns

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The official ballot language for Franklin Coun-
ty’s Proposition P is nearing completion and is ex-
pected to be voted on next week.

After a meeting Tuesday with law enforcement, 
communications and city planners, the county 
commission is one step closer to tweaking the ac-
tual language the voters will see at the polls in 
April but there are still a few issues.

One point of contention again raised by former 
Sheriff Gary Toelke was to add language into the 
proposition that ensures the new law enforcement 
funding will not supplant any other current bud-
gets at the county or municipalities.

Toelke, who has been tapped to lead the Propo-
sition P charge to the public in coming weeks, said 
in his experience with other law enforcement sales 
taxes the exact wording is important.

“It can be a sticking point,” Toelke said. “It’s a 

Highway 47 
Open House 
Is Thursday
n Survey Online

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Residents can get a firsthand look at the 
most recent study of the Highway 47 cor-
ridor this week. 

An open house will be held on Thursday, 
Jan. 11, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Franklin 
County Government Center in Union.

Visitors to the open house can review 
and comment on the traffic and analysis 
study conducted by the Lochmueller Group 
over the course of the past several months. 

Representatives from the Lochmueller 
Group, Franklin County and MoDOT also 
will be at the open house to answer any 
questions visitors may have in an informal 
setting.

Data collected thus far and maps show-
ing traffic counts, accidents and traffic flow 
will be available for review.  

In addition to the study data, the public 
is encouraged to give individual feedback 
about what they consider to be the is-

Vets Exempt 
From Drug 
Monitoring 
n Reporting Pet Meds 

Not Required
By Monte Miller 
Missourian Staff Writer

As of Jan. 1, all prescriptions of Sched-
ule 2, 3 or 4 controlled substances now 
have to be reported through a monitoring 
program.

The Franklin County Commission 
passed an order early last month to join 
with St. Louis County in its Prescription 
Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) that is 
web-based and will require the prescrip-
tion information to be recorded.

According to the policy, there are 201 
medical professionals in the county who 
are licensed to prescribe the controlled 
substances, and they will have seven busi-
ness days after the prescription is issued 
to enter the information into the database.

Not included in the PDMP requirements 
are the dozen veterinary clinics in the 
county, which potentially could prescribe 

n Chief Says No Easy Answer
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