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Turkey Day Runners
More than 700 runners took off from the Four Rivers Area Family YMCA down Grand Avenue Thursday morning as part 

of the Thanksgiving Run. The YMCA hosted a 10K, 5K and 1-mile dog walk to celebrate the holiday.   Missourian Photo.

Turkey Crew at Work
About 50 volunteers helped prepare and serve a traditional Thanksgiving meal Thursday afternoon at St. Francis 

Borgia Grade School. The free community meal is open to anyone spending the holiday alone or unable to prepare 
a meal for themselves. From left, working in an assembly line, are Harlan Jett, James Buehler, Daryl Engelkemeyer 
and Margaret Buehler. In all, about 475 meals were served, including deliveries and carryouts. Missourian Photo.

Volunteers 
Serve Up 475 
Holiday Meals
n At Community Dinner
By Susan Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Volunteers helped prepare and serve about 475 
meals Thursday afternoon at St. Francis Borgia Grade 
School.

That number includes about 230 deliveries and 
many carryouts, according to Mike Perriman, one of 
more than 50 volunteers.

“I think it all went very well and everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves,” said Perriman. “We changed things 
up this year to make it all run more smoothly. We have 
a few more tweaks to make.”

The free community dinner has been a tradition in 
the Washington community for 25 years.

The dinner — turkey with all of the trimmings — is 
open to anyone in the community spending the holiday 
alone, away from family or who simply cannot provide 
a meal for themselves or family.

Perriman said people of all ages and several families 

Drugs Kill 
More Than 
Car Crashes
n In Franklin 

County This Year
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

For the first time ever, opioids are killing more 
people in Franklin County than vehicle crashes.

As of the beginning of November, the Multi-
County Narcotics Task Force has investigated 15 
deaths related to opiates and 21 additional nonfa-
tal opioid overdoses. 

During the same period of time the Missouri 
Department of Transportation reports 13 fatal 
traffic crashes countywide.

Sheriff Steve Pelton said the only way to reduce 
these numbers is to take a strong law enforcement 
stance and get families and the community involved.

“Since Jan. 1, we’ve had 36 overdoses,” Pelton 
said. “Fifteen were fatal and 21 were nondeaths. 
We are administering Narcan about once a month.”

In addition to overdoses, cases of possession, 
stealing and theft are on the rise in the county as 
drug users are committing more crimes to support 
their habits.

Pelton said the ultimate goal of law enforce-
ment is to save lives and his deputies can’t do it 
alone.

“Heroin is killing people,” Pelton said. “If you 
see something, say something, even if it means 
getting law enforcement involved. Rock bottom is 
different for everybody. We want to see people sur-
vive these addictions.”

Pelton added heroin laced with fentanyl is the 

District Completes Projects
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington School District 
is checking off the list of improve-
ments promised when voters ap-

proved a $15 million zero tax rate 
bond issue back in August 2016.

The majority of the issue was 
about moving and refinancing exist-
ing lease debt into bond debt. But ap-
proximately $1.34 million was slated 

to be used for roof replacements, 
building repairs, safety and security 
upgrades, and some classroom reno-
vation, among other projects.

Superintendent Dr. Lori VanLeer 

More City Sales Tax Projects Presented
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Library computers, a roof for 
the Fairgrounds stage, artificial 
turf for Ronsick Field and Down-
town improvements were some 
of the projects presented at the 

latest capital improvement sales 
tax committee meeting. 

The committee continued its 
weekly look at potential proj-
ects that could be funded if vot-
ers approve another extension 
of the half-cent sales tax. 

Projects presented Tuesday, 

Nov. 21, carried a combined cost 
of more than $3.2 million, bring-
ing the total number for pro-
posed projects to $12,585,200.

The city’s half-cent capital 
improvement sales tax expires 
in 2018 and voters will have a 
chance to vote on an extension 

in the April municipal election.  
If voters agree to extend the 

tax for another eight years, the 
city could have between $12.6 
million and $15.1 million to 
spend on capital projects. 

Downtown Washington
Bridgette Kelch, Downtown 

Washington Inc. executive di-
rector, led off Tuesday’s pre-
sentations with seven projects. 
Kelch ranked her projects by 
cost.

The first proposed project 
was building a downtown Wi-Fi 
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