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Feeling the Music
Hailey Wehmeyer, center, lets her excitement shine through as she 

sings “Where Do You Start Your Letters?” during the kindergarten gradu-
ation program held at Immanuel Lutheran School Tuesday, May 22. Also 
shown are Alyssa Webster, left, and Jayna Fleek. The students performed 
“A Day in the Life of Immanuel Lutheran Kindergartners,” which included 
songs about math, reading, handwriting and Jesus.    Missourian Photo.

Oreskovic:
Washington 
Backs Vets
n Memorial Day 
Service Speaker

By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

Retired Army Col. Bob Oreskovic said 
he was honored and humbled to be chosen 
to speak at the annual Washington Memo-
rial Day Service.

“Washington always puts on a first-class 
program,” he said. “It will be a great event 
and I’m honored to speak.”

The service will be held Monday, May 
28, at 10 a.m. at Rennick Riverfront Park. 
It will mark the 30th year Washington has 
held the memorial at the riverfront.

Oreskovic said that’s one of the rea-
sons Washington is such a special place 
for veterans.

He singled out the active veteran 
associations, like the VFW Post 2661, 
American Legion Post 218 and the Ko-
rean War Veterans Association, Chap-
ter 7.

“This area is very unique with the 
number of veterans and the amount 
of support in the community,” he said. 
“It’s really kind of amazing when you 

Process to 
Reappoint 
Official Is 
Complex
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The announcement Tuesday of the early 
retirement of Franklin County Presiding 
Commissioner John Griesheimer has put 
into motion a machine with many moving 
parts.

Griesheimer’s seat on the county com-
mission will officially be open Monday, 
July 9, and will remain open until a re-
placement is appointed by the governor.

This brings the questions of who will it 
be and how long will it take? 

“We (the county) can recommend some-
one, but it’s the governor’s decision,” 
Griesheimer said. “There have been a few 
people who have expressed interest, but 
he (Gov. Eric Greitens) can do what he 
wants.”

Griesheimer had announced as early as 
last year he would not seek re-election, but 
had hoped to finish his term ending Dec. 
31.

Three candidates, Union city engineer 
Jonathan Zimmermann, First District 
Commissioner Tim Brinker and Washing-

School District Staff to Get Pay Raises
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

For the second straight year, 
all Washington School District 
teachers and staff will receive 
raises.

The school board Wednesday 
night approved an average 2.9 

percent raise for district em-
ployees for 2018-19. The raise 
will impact both certified teach-
ers and support staff.

The raise will boost the 
district’s starting salary for 

teachers by $300, something 
Assistant Superintendent Dr. 
Brendan Mahon said is within 
budgetary goals and helps keep 
Washington competitive with 
other area districts.

Mahon noted that school offi-
cials do plan to come back and 
further discuss the salary sched-
ule in July, after the district’s 
assessed valuation is known. 
Then, the district could decide to 

further increase the boost. 
“I think what we’re all in 

agreement about is that . . . 
we’re comfortable with giving 
$300 at this point,” he said, “but 
we did agree that we would re-
convene in July.”

With the $300 base bump, 

Gym Owner 
Didn’t Report
Molestation
n Coach Allegedly 
Touched Children

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

An arrest in the alleged molestation of three ju-
veniles may have been made sooner if a Washington 
gym owner had reported claims to authorities.

That’s according to Washington police in re-
sponse to the charge against Piper J. Hoemann, 47, 
the owner of Kids in Motion where a former trainer 
is accused of touching three juveniles under their 
shorts while helping them with gymnastic tech-
niques.

Hoemann, of Washington, was formally charged 
Tuesday, May 22, in Franklin County Associate Cir-
cuit Court with misdemeanor failure to report child 
abuse or neglect as mandated by the state.

According to the probable cause statement filed 
by Washington police in the Franklin County Pros-
ecutors Office, the parents of two juveniles reported 
inappropriate touching by volunteer trainer David 
F. Schneider, 41, to Hoemann.

In the summer of 2014, the mother of one child re-
ported that Schneider inappropriately touched the 

Steel Girders Near Connection
The final five steel girders are slated to be put in place next week on the Highway 47 bridge over the Missouri 

River, and a connection between the north and south sides of the bridge is expected to be made Friday, June 1. 
According to Tim Hellebusch, Missouri Department of Transportation resident engineer, there will be a girder set 
each day next week beginning Monday. Traffic is scheduled to be on the new $63 million bridge project by Dec. 3. 
The bridge contractor is Alberici Constructors.  Missourian Photo/Jeanne Miller Wood.
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