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High-Fives
Newsbee, The Missourian’s book loving reader bee was waiting at the finish with high-fives for young 

readers racing to the finish in the Baby Buzz Dash, part of the annual Run to Read held Saturday, Oct. 
14. The Run to Read, which also includes a 5K run and 1-mile story stroll, is held the second weekend in 
October and organized by The Missourian and the Four Rivers Family YMCA.   Missourian Photo.

Principal’s Pal
South Point Elementary Principal Aimee Harty holds a baby kangaroo while 

Micah Spurgeon and Amora Longood give it a friendly pat. The kangaroo, along 
with a python and parrot, visited the school Oct. 13 as part of the Zoodles pro-
gram. Missourian Photo.

Judge Wood 
To Retire From
Bench Friday
n After 17 Years

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

In Judge Gael D. Wood’s 17 years on the 
bench, he has made many difficult deci-
sions that have impacted the lives of many.

Judge Wood will retire Friday, Oct. 20, 
from his post as Franklin County 20th Cir-
cuit presiding judge.

Over the years, he has heard many 
memorable cases, including one capital 
case and a complicated civil suit involving 
the death of seven people during a plane 
crash near Sullivan.

According to the Missouri Constitution, 
judges must retire at the age of 70. For Judge Wood, that is 
Oct. 23.

“As much as I truly loved having this job and the trust 
given to me by the people of the circuit, there have been 
many nights of lost sleep making decisions on sentencing 
and child custody decisions,” he said. “It’s not an easy job.

“But if it were up to me, I would keep doing it,” he added.
Wood and his wife Mary live in Washington. They have 

one daughter.
Appointment

Judge Wood expects a 60-day appointment by the Su-
preme Court as senior judge, where he will continue to hear 
cases in the circuit.

“I expect to call the docket as if nothing happened until 
my successor steps into my shoes,” he said.

Before stepping down as a senior judge, Wood will finish 
hearing a death penalty case in Cole County where he was 

Hillhouse to Receive 
Achievement Award
n Recent Liver Failure Diagnosis

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Former Franklin 
County presiding 
commissioner and 
longtime Meramec 
Valley R-III Superin-
tendent Dr. Ed Hill-
house says he is at 
peace with his recent 
diagnosis of liver 
failure as he waits on 
the transplant list.

Hillhouse will re-
ceive a lifetime achievement award 
from the East-West Gateway Council 
of Governments at its annual awards 
luncheon Nov. 17 for his many contri-
butions to Franklin County and the bi-
state region.

Although the recent diagnosis has 
slowed him down, he is still coming to 
the office every day.

Monday morning Hillhouse was in 
his school district office with his cell-

phone at arm’s reach waiting for a call 
from Barnes-Jewish Hospital.

“It’s no secret,” Hillhouse said. 
“They’ve given me about a year. I have 
good days, but I don’t feel great and I’m 
tired. Today, I’m at about 50 percent.”

Hillhouse said he was diagnosed 
about five months ago after visiting 
his doctor complaining of fatigue and 
some stomach issues.

“At first they thought it was blood 
clots in my legs,” he said. “Then after 
a battery of tests they were going to 
remove my gall bladder until the sur-
geon noticed it was a liver issue.” 

Hillhouse explained there are A, B 
and C levels to liver failure and his is 
level C, which without a transplant, 
can be a death sentence.

“This has been a long time coming 
and it turns out it runs in the family,” 
Hillhouse said. “At one time I tried to 
run Anheuser-Busch out of business, 
but I quit that a long time ago.”

Hillhouse has never been a smoker 

Oppose Short-Term Rentals 
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Residents in two neighbor-
hoods again spoke out at Wash-
ington City Hall against pro-
posed vacation rentals by owners 
(VRBOs).

This time it was during a pub-

lic hearing in front of the Wash-
ington City Council.

Last week the city’s planning 
and zoning commission recom-
mended the council deny the 
requests of Sarah Monzyk, 1208 
Deer Run Drive, in the Deer Run 
subdivision; and Joette Reidy, 
112 Lake Washington Drive, in 

the Lake Washington subdivi-
sion, for special use permits 
to operate VRBOs inside their 
homes in residentially zoned dis-
tricts. 

Residents in both subdivisions 
spoke against the VRBOs during 
a public hearing for the Monzyk 

United Way at 43.8 Percent of Goal
By Susan Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

With less than two weeks left 
in the campaign, the Franklin 
County Area United Way is at 
43.8 percent of goal.

Gifts and pledges to date to-
tal $487,007, according to Kim 
Strubberg, executive director.

The total does not include 

any verbal amounts received, 
she noted.

The drive, the single larg-
est annual fundraiser in the 
county, kicked off the first week 
of September and ends Oct. 31. 
This year’s goal is $1,111,111. 

“There have been highs and 

lows as far as projections that 
have started coming in over the 
past week,” said Whitney Liv-
engood, United Way board pres-
ident and campaign co-chair.

“We continue to remain opti-
mistic and are looking forward 
to more good news as our part-

ners in the workplace begin 
wrapping up their campaigns,” 
she said. “We still have a long 
way to go to reach our goal.”

Strubberg added that the 
highs outweigh the lows.

“There are many companies 
who have not reported any pro-

jections, but we are optimistic,” 
she said. “We do have a long 
way to go and it will take every 
‘one’ coming together for us to 
reach our goal.

Only nine of the Top 30 cor-
porate donations have come in 
yet, Strubberg said.

“Many company rallies are 
still being held this week and 
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