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Judge Issues Ruling 
Against Relators in 
Case Against County
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A civil case tied to the death of a for-
mer drug counselor took another turn this 
week.

Jefferson County Judge Darrell Missey 
Tuesday denied a motion to vacate his dis-
missal of a writ filed against the Franklin 
County Prosecutor and the county.

In April, Judge Missey dismissed a writ 
of mandamus filed against Prosecutor Rob-
ert Parks and Franklin County calling for 
the prosecutor to remove himself from the 
case against three suspects accused in the 
2016 death of Kenneth Allen Jr., 70, Wash-
ington.

The motion to vacate was filed Friday, 
May 11, by Allen’s daughter, Kathy Allen. 
Also named as relators in the writ are Vin-
cent Bandermann, Villa Ridge, and “Jus-
tice for Ken, et al.” The relators are rep-
resented by Michael A. Benner, Rocheport, 
Mo.

According to Kathy Allen, the next step 
will be to file an appeal to Judge Missey’s 
decision.

Twice, the civil case naming Parks and 
the county has delayed the legal proceed-
ings in the criminal case filed against Tim-

othy D. Wonish, 32, Whitney D. Robins, 29, 
and Blake S. Schindler, 18.

The Union area suspects are charged 
with first-degree involuntary manslaugh-
ter. They were expected to be sentenced 
by 12th District Judge Michael S. Wright, 
Warren County, Thursday, May 17, how-
ever, the hearing was continued to July 6.

In February, a hearing slated for March 
2 was rescheduled by Judge Wright follow-
ing the filing of a writ of mandamus Feb. 
16.

Parks and Franklin County have been 
represented by Mary Zastrow-Hiatt, assis-
tant county counselor.

Writ Dismissed
Zastrow-Hiatt filed a motion to dismiss 

the writ March 15. Arguments were heard 
in front of Judge Missey April 12.

In the judgment dismissing the case, 
Judge Missey wrote there is “no legal prec-
edent for removing a prosecutor based on 
a pending lawsuit by a victim against the 
prosecutor.”

The petition alleged a conflict of inter-
est due to a lawsuit filed in August 2016 by 
Ken Allen, Jan Allen and Meramec Recov-
ery Center Inc. That suit was dropped in 
December 2016 at the request of the plain-

Ruling Casts Doubt on Zoning Decisions
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

A legal decision handed down 
Tuesday afternoon had an imme-
diate impact on Franklin County 
and could have more long-term 
ramifications in the near future.

Judge James M. Dowd, chief 
judge of the Missouri Court of Ap-
peals, Eastern District, ruled on 
a case involving a proposed con-
crete plant near Gray Summit.

Judge Dowd’s decision found 
Franklin County erred by not 
having a public hearing during 
a Franklin County Planning and 
Zoning Commission meeting.

Based on the ruling, Plan-
ning and Zoning Attorney Mary 
Zastrow-Hiatt advised the plan 
board to not take any action Tues-
day night and instead table the 
meeting’s agenda.

Zastrow-Hiatt said since the 
ruling now requires planning and 
zoning public hearings with pub-
lic comments, the county needs to 
send out revised public notices for 
items on Tuesday’s agenda.

The board was set to review a 
rezoning request and three pro-

posed changes to the county’s 
land-use regulations. Notifica-
tions of the agenda were sent out 
prior to the meeting, but citizens 
were told no public comment was 
allowed.

Zastrow-Hiatt said the board 
could have gone ahead and con-
ducted the with meeting with 
public hearings, but she didn’t 
think that was fair to any resi-
dent who was told beforehand 
they wouldn’t be allowed to com-
ment.

The agenda should be post-
poned in order to let people know 
public comments are now al-
lowed, she said.

The board followed Zastrow-
Hiatt’s advice and unanimously 
agreed to table the agenda.

Judge’s Decision
The decision from Dowd stems 

from a case with a history of more 
than four years.

Kirkwood-based Landvatter 
Ready Mix sought a conditional 
use permit (CUP) to open a con-

crete plant in February 2014. 
The plant was to be located at 
Old Route 66/West Osage Street 
across the street from the Mo-
DOT facility near Pacific in the 
Gray Summit area.

Neighbors of the proposed de-
velopment, led by Kelly Brothers 
Mason, opposed the plan. The 
CUP application eventually was 
pulled, but in May 2015, Roger 
Landvatter applied for a rezoning 
instead.

At that meeting, the plan 
board voted 9-1 in favor of Land-
vatter’s request. The Franklin 
County Commission approved 

SFBRHS Class of 2018 Celebrates Graduation
Members of the St. Francis Borgia Regional High School Class of 2018 showed off some of their excitement prior 

to their graduation ceremony held Thursday evening, May 17, in the Ray DeGreeff Memorial Gymnasium at the 
school. Diplomas were presented to 140 graduates.    Missourian Photo.

Leaping Lizards!
Faith Rufkahr ducked out of the way when Serengeti Steve asked her to hold a 

lizard during the Reptile Experience Wednesday, May 16, at Our Lady of Lourdes 
School. Steve showed the students a variety of different reptiles and amphibians 
and gave students a chance to hold them.   Missourian Photo/Autumn Buesking

n P&Z Didn’t Hold Public Hearings

Police Seek 
Third SRO 
For District
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

As school districts around the country bolster their 
security in the wake of recent school shootings, the 
Washington Police Department and School District 
look to add manpower to their joint team of officers 
patrolling area schools.

Washington Police Department and School Dis-
trict hope to have a third student resource officer 
operating at district elementary schools by the be-
ginning of the coming school year, according to De-
tective Sgt. Steve Sitzes.

Student resource officers (SRO) are tasked with 
increasing the safety and security at school. They 
are often employed through local law enforcement, 
but funded by both the police and the school district 
they serve.

The city of Washington currently has two resource 
officers. Sitzes said, if another is approved by the 
city, the third would be able to not only patrol city el-
ementary schools, but the many elementary schools 
spread outside of city limits.

The desire for a new SRO spans back to at least 
2016, when the Washington police department 

• See Zoning Page 2A

• See SRO Page 2A

• See Ruling Page 2A


