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Planet Gymnastics Takes First Place
Planet Gymnastics took home the first-place prize in the Washington Town & Country Fair parade Sunday, July 

29, in Washington. The float consisted of a bridge, popcorn and ticket booths, flowers and lollipops. Gymnasts per-
formed flips, handsprings and cartwheels behind the float.   Missourian Photo.

‘Your Bridge to Fun’ Starts Here
Washington Town & Country Fair Chairman Brian Gildehaus, left, and his co-chair Jason Unnerstall 

thanked young Peter Brinkmann for his entry in the Best Interpretation of Theme category of the Fair 
home ec show Monday evening, July 30, outside the exhibitor building on the fairgrounds as they 
greeted people dropping off their home ec entries. Brinkmann made his entry using Popsicle sticks. 
“Your Bridge to Fun” is the theme for the 2018 Fair, which opens Wednesday morning, Aug. 1, at 9 
a.m. and continues through Sunday night, Aug. 5.   Missourian Photo.

Washington Fair Opens Wednesday
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington Town & 
Country Fair will be “your 
bridge to fun” for the next five 
days, says Chairman Brian Gil-
dehaus.

The 2018 Fair opens Wednes-
day morning and runs through 
Sunday at the city fairgrounds.

Just like the Highway 47 

bridge, the Fair has served as 
a connection point for the com-
munity every summer, said Gil-
dehaus, who selected the theme 
as construction of a new bridge 
is underway.

“The Fair is a place to gather 
together . . . and to have fun,” 

he said. “We are excited to get 
things started.”

This year’s event will feature 
a wide range of music, food, 
contests, entertainment, agri-
culture, livestock, motor sports 
events, carnival rides and ex-
hibits.

“As always, we try to main-
tain the Fair’s traditions while 
incorporating new activities 
and events,” Gildehaus said.

Final preparations have gone 
very smoothly, he said.

Advance ticket sales have 
been strong, he added, and he 

expects daily ticket sales to be 
good, especially for the weekend.

Entertainment
The Main Stage lineup will 

feature nine concerts over five 
days, kicking off with contem-
porary Christian music singer 
Josh Wilson Wednesday night 
immediately following the 
queen contest at 8:30 p.m.

“We’ve had a Christian band 

Pool Closed for This Summer
By Amanda Postma
Missourian Staff Writer 

It seems unlikely that the Agnes Nolting 
Aquatics Complex main pool will open again be-
fore the end of the pool season.

The Washington Parks Department began 

draining the pool Friday, July 27, following a mal-
function when chemicals were not pumped into 
the pool which caused the water to become cloudy. 

Parks Director Darren Dunkle said it was be-
coming a safety issue.

“We are continuing our efforts to make the neces-

Three in Race 
For Presiding 
Commissioner
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Two Washington residents and one from Union are squaring off in 
the Republican primary for Franklin County presiding commissioner.

With no Democrat challenging in November, the winner-take-
all primary will crown the county’s top administrative office for 
the next four years.

Contending for the office are First District Commissioner Tim 
Brinker, Washington School Board member Trish Mitchell and 
Union Special Road District member Jonathan Zimmermann, 
who is also the city of Union engineer.

The Missourian asked each of the candidates their thoughts 
on what challenges Franklin County may be facing in the com-
ing years and why they feel they are the best person to lead the 
county into the future.

A complete story with additional comments can be read at 
emissourian.com.

The primary election is Aug. 7, 2018.
Why are you running for office?
Brinker, who has served as First District commissioner since 

2013, says he hopes to remain part of the solution and improve-
ment of the quality of life of the residents and fulfill a proper 
faith-filled stewardship of life.

“I hope to continue to apply and utilize my communicative 
skills and knowledge of public service to the decision-making 
process that needs to be done as a presiding commissioner,” 
Brinker said. 

Mitchell hopes to bring a fresh face and perspective to the 
county government.  

“I will bring different life experiences, the ability to see things 
through a different lens, and new and creative ideas to the ta-
ble,” Mitchell said. 

Zimmermann says he can give the voters something they 

Two Attorneys 
Vie for Office 
Of Prosecutor
n Becker, Wacker on 

Aug. 7 Ballot
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Two seasoned attorneys are seeking to be the 
first new Franklin County prosecuting attorney in 
20 years.

Republicans Matthew Becker and Samantha 
Cerutti Wacker, both 43, are seeking to replace 
Robert Parks as prosecutor. There are no Demo-
crats vying for the post, so the winner of the Tues-
day, Aug. 7, primary will take over the office in 
January 2019. 

The Missourian met with both candidates to dis-
cuss their platforms, and ask why they are running 
for the office. A complete story — with information 
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