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Stretch of Bluff 
Road to Be Open 
During Fair Week
n From Highway 100 to Westlink Drive

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff writer

The most recent plan indicates that 
Bluff Road will be open from Highway 100 
to Westlink Drive intersection during the 
Washington Town & Country Fair.

Closure of that stretch of road would 
have had the most impact on the five-day 
event slated for Aug. 1-5.

Washington Director of Public Services 
John Nilges informed the city council Mon-
day that the Missouri Department of Trans-
portation (MoDOT) has not yet given the 
notice to proceed for the 90-day construc-
tion project, but people may see preliminary 
work begin this week or next. 

Nilges noted that he will begin coordinat-
ing with industries in the Schulze Industrial 
Park this week to provide the latest infor-
mation that can be passed along to their em-
ployees and delivery drivers. 

The project includes a 4-inch asphalt 
overlay from Highway 100 to the north 
city limits, improving a grade condition by 
elevating the road north of the approach to 
Highway 100, and adding a right turn lane 
from Bluff onto westbound Highway 100.

The work also will add safety improve-
ments with 2-foot shoulders and guardrails 
along a portion of the road north of Highway 

100, and relocation of MoDOT traffic signals 
and controller and an Ameren light pole.

Nilges said there will be a complete 
roadway reconstruction from ME Frick 
Road to Lange Drive, in front of The Mis-
sourian printing plant. The contractor will 
not be permitted to have Bluff Road closed 
between Highway 100 and Westlink at the 
same time as the closure between ME Frick 
and Lange Drive.

That closure is expected to be two to three 
weeks. Paving may be conducted at night to 
keep the project on schedule.

Nilges said the greatest impact of the 
closure will likely be to Sahm’s Welding and 
Fabrication located at 6337 Bluff Road. 

He explained that during the Bluff Road 
work motorists will be driving over base 
rock in many spots.

Once completed, crews will move toward 
Highway 100, and Bluff Road will be closed 
north of the intersection during work to re-
place a box culvert near the ZX Gas Station.

For updated information about closures, 
people may visit the city of Washington and 
the city’s emergency management agency 
Facebook pages, as well as emissourian.
com.

Highway 100 Signals
While the Bluff Road and Highway 100 Slain Woman’s Family 

Objects to Plea Deal
n Ex-Boyfriend Charged in Murder

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The family of a woman slain in the Bourbeuse River in January 2017 
says there is no justice in the plea deal offered to the man accused of the 
crime.

A plea hearing in the case against Cameron J. Hill, 27, Union, is sched-
uled for Aug. 7 in front of Presiding Circuit Judge Ike Lamke.

Hill was indicted by a Franklin County grand jury in March 2017 for 
first-degree murder and armed criminal action in the stabbing death of 
his former girlfriend, Cassidy Hutchings, 23, Villa Ridge.

Under the deal, in exchange for a guilty plea the initial charges were 
reduced to second-degree murder, and Hill would be sentenced to 25 years 
in the Missouri Department of Corrections, according to Franklin County 

Chair: Fair 
Rooted in 
Competition
n With Contests, Games

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Although the official theme of this year’s Washing-
ton Town & Country Fair is Your Bridge to Fun as a 
nod to the new Highway 47 bridge under construction, 
Chairman Brian Gildehaus said a common thread for 
all Fairs, past and present, is “friendly competition.”

“The Fair is rooted in competitive exhibitions, 
games and contests,” he said. “Traditionally, one of 
the objectives the Fair has maintained is to provide 
platforms that entertain while celebrating the spirit 
of friendly competition.” 

In 2018, the Fair Board is carrying on this tradition 
with many events scheduled, he said.

The Fair gates will open in just two weeks. The Fair 
will run Wednesday, Aug. 1, through Sunday, Aug. 5, 
at the city fairgrounds.

Gildehaus said the preregistration deadline for 
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New Lions Lake Fountain Arrives
A new 10-horsepower, three-phase motor fountain was installed at Lions Lake 

Tuesday afternoon, July 17. Washington Parks Department crews were assisted by 
Washington Electric during the installation process. The fountain was expected to 
be operational by the end of the day. The fountain also has six variable LED RGBL 
light options.

The Washington Lions Club donated approximately $27,000 to purchase the foun-
tain.   Missourian Photo/Jeanne Miller Wood.

Midday Median Fire
Washington fire crews responded to a vehicle and grass fire on Highway 100 at Jones Lane around noon Tuesday. 

The fire was started by a Volkswagen Beetle that rolled into the dry vegetation after it caught fire. The driver jumped out 
of the car and the fire spread to several areas in the median near Jones Lane. Crews in two separate locations extin-
guished the grass blaze and traffic was narrowed to one lane for no more than 20 minutes.  Missourian Photo/Monte Miller.

Sheriff’s Department 
Now Is Fully Staffed
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Franklin County 
Sheriff ’s Department is 
fully staffed — a luxury 
that has rarely been expe-
rienced for many years.

Since last month the de-
partment has been staffed 
with 116 deputies, accord-

ing to Sheriff Steve Pelton.
Prior to that, the de-

partment was at full staff 
“briefly” in February 2017 
when the department had 
no openings for about one 
month.

“Until now it hasn’t 
been full since,” Pelton 
noted.

A fully staffed depart-

ment can save taxpayer 
dollars because overtime 
is not paid to fill in shifts 
vacant due to a lack of dep-
uties, he added.

“It can create issues 
over time. It does cause 
some overtime and having 
the positions filled saves 
taxpayers money,” Pelton 
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