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United Way Drive Begins in County
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The largest annual fund-
raising drive in the area — the 
Franklin County Area United 
Way campaign — is officially 
underway.

The drive kicked off this week 
and will run through Oct. 31.

The 2018 goal is $1,165,000, 
in honor of the United Way’s 

65th anniversary, according to 
Dustin Jasper, board president 
and campaign chair.

Last year’s goal was 
$1,111,111.

Money raised will benefit 53 
agencies and programs which 
provide health and human ser-
vices that strengthen families, 

nurture and protect children, 
assist the elderly and disabled, 
and provide emergency assis-
tance.

Over 76,000 people were 
touched by these agencies last 
year, said Executive Director 
Kim Strubberg.

“The theme for our drive is 

Improving Lives — Improving 
Our Future,” said Strubberg. 
“The United Way has been do-
ing just that since 1953, im-
proving lives in Franklin Coun-
ty thanks to the generosity of so 
many.”

In honor of the 65th anni-
versary, Jasper said those who 

have donated in the past are be-
ing asked to consider increasing 
their donation by $65 or even 
$650. Those donating for the first 
time are asked to donate $65.

“But no gift is too small,” 
Strubberg said. “It takes every-
one for this campaign to be suc-
cessful each year and we truly 
appreciate every gift.”

Last year, $1 million was allo-

Regional 
System Is 
Proposed
n For Catholic Schools

A steering committee discussing the future path 
of Catholic elementary schools in the area is rec-
ommending development of a regional school sys-
tem.

The committee said a regional system would 
provide “quality faith-based Catholic education in 
a financially responsible, affordable and sustain-
able manner for the parishes and families in the 
Washington and Southern Warren County area.”

Details on how a regional system would operate 
and a time line have not yet been released. Par-
ish meetings will be held this fall to gather more 
input.

The committee is comprised of members from 
the following parishes — St. Ignatius, Concord 
Hill; St. John the Baptist-Gildehaus, Villa Ridge; 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Washington; St. Gertrude, 
Krakow; St. Ann, Clover Bottom; St. Gerald, Ger-

Sheriff, 
Jail Staff 
Visit Two 
Facilities
n Planning New 
Detention Center
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Two Indiana county jails could serve 
as a blueprint to a Franklin County 
project funded by the Prop P sales tax. 

Sheriff Steve Pelton, Capt. Dave 
Boehm, jail superintendent, and Staff 
Sgt. Jason Grindstaff of the sheriff ’s 
department, and representatives 
from FGM Architects and Navigate 
Building Solutions, the general con-
tractor, toured detention facilities 
Monday in Adams and Miami coun-
ties, in Indiana. Both of the jails were 
built within the past two years.

The two jails visited during the 
day trip are of similar size as the fu-
ture Franklin County Jail. The facil-
ities also have architectural designs 
that could be incorporated here, ac-
cording to Pelton.

“It was a good trip,” he said, “These 

Paving the Bridge Deck
Work began last week to pour the concrete deck of the Highway 47 bridge over the Missouri River. When the 

bridge is complete, there will be 11,900 cubic yards of concrete used in its construction. There will be 4,500 cubic 
yards of concrete on the driving surface and 7,400 cubic yards on the rest of the bridge. The bridge is scheduled 
to open in early December. See video of the bridge work at emissourian.com.   Missourian Photo. 

Pilot Companies Kick Off United Way Drive
The five pilot companies spearheading this year’s United Way campaign have al-

ready brought in over $80,000. The pilot companies hold their in-house drives early 
to motivate and encourage other companies to increase their giving. The 2018 cam-
paign officially kicked off this week and will run through Oct. 31. United Way officials 
and pilot company representatives are pictured above.

Front row, from left, are Kim Strubberg, United Way executive director; and Mayor 
Sandy Lucy, Beverly Hoeft, Shauna Pfitzinger, Marlin Heidmann and Mary Trentmann, 
all with the city of Washington. Second row, from left, are Phillip James, Rachel Cann, 
Lacey Barton and Marc Schillebeeckx, all with WEG Transformers USA; and Dustin 
Jasper, United Way board president and campaign co-chair.

Third row, from left, are Gary Williams, Amanda Yates, Lisa Holzem, Ryan Winters 
and Lesley Liesman, all with the Bank of Franklin County. Back row, from left, are Lori 
Schaedler, director, Rainbow Abilities Center; Kasey Owens and Scott Schroepfer, both 
with Schroepfer Bauer Insurance, Washington; and Nadine Aitch, United Way board 
vice president and campaign co-chair.   Missourian Photo.

Enrollment 
Is Sluggish 
In District
n Kindergarten 
Numbers Down

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Enrollment overall has been 
stagnant in the Washington School 
District in recent years, according 
to Assistant Superintendent Dr. 
Brendan Mahon.

The student count has not 
changed much over the last three 
years, Mahon told school board 
members at their meeting last week.

Current enrollment in the dis-
trict, kindergarten through high 
school, is 3,870. Last year, the dis-
trict reported 3,874 students and 
the year before that, 3,861.

“The district at its peak was 4,106 
students districtwide in 2010-11,” 
he said. “We are now 240 students 
below that number.”

Mahon said the district does not 
have good enrollment data prior to 
2001-02.

Although middle school numbers 
are up this year, the total number 
of kindergarten students district-
wide is the smallest in the past 18 
years.

The freshman class at Washing-

n 2018 Goal Is $1,165,000
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