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Sen. McCaskill Answers Questions
U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill spent a little over an hour answering questions Wednesday at city hall in one of her 

many Town Hall meetings held in the state. More than 100 people, young and old, attended.
She said she enjoys meeting with voters and listening to their concerns. She said she does not dodge areas 

where she is not popular. She was applauded by the crowd on some of the answers she gave.  Missourian Photo.

Capture the Hose
Cameron Kober and Maya Bley chase a fire hose as it spouts water Wednesday, Oct. 11. Students from 

St. Vincent School visited the Dutzow Firehouse where they learned how to use a fire extinguisher, exit 
plans from a home and had the chance to chase down a fire hose. Members of the Marthasville Fire Depart-
ment hosted the event.  Missourian Photo.

McCaskill Fields Questions at Town Hall
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

United States Sen. Claire 
McCaskill held her 46th Town 
Hall meeting Wednesday after-
noon to a standing-room-only 
crowd in Washington, answer-
ing about 20 questions covering 
topics ranging from health care 
to law enforcement to guns.

Attendees submitted their 
written questions in advance 
and they were placed in a fish 
bowl in the front of the room.

“I’ve been going to a lot of 

places where I’m not that popu-
lar,” McCaskill said. “If I hadn’t 
visited a lot of these places and 
listened, there are a lot of prob-
lems I may have never known 
about.”

Before taking the questions, 
McCaskill assured the mostly 
supportive crowd that things 
in Washington aren’t as bad as 
they look.

“I’m proud to call myself a 
moderate and we are getting 

some things done,” she said. 
“Unfortunately, the fights and 
the tweets are more interest-
ing.”

McCaskill said her philoso-
phy is to set aside the 15 most 
liberal senators and the 15 
most conservative senators and 
then work with the remaining 
70 moderates.

Guns   
The first question asked was 

about gun control as were a few 

others that followed.
This particular question ref-

erenced the bump stocks, which 
have been in the spotlight since 
the recent mass shooting in Las 
Vegas.

McCaskill said the bump 
stocks were not illegal, but were 
manufactured and sold through 
a loophole.

“When the National Rifle As-
sociation (NRA) admits some-
thing (gun related) needs to be 

looked at, it’s really a tipping 
point,” McCaskill said. “I say 
the same thing everywhere I 
go, whether it’s in the cities or 
rural Missouri. We need a com-
monsense, bipartisan look at 
gun safety.”

McCaskill also echoed a 
campaign mantra from former 
presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton citing people on the na-
tional no-fly list still being able 
to purchase guns.    

Law Enforcement
A question accusing Mc-

Meth Still 
Being Used 
In County
n Opioid More 

Prevalent 
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Opioid abuse is much more prevalent in the 
area, but local law enforcement officials say meth 
use has not gone away.

According to Washington Police Detective 
Sgt. Steve Sitzes, methamphetamine use never 
stopped, and there is a 50/50 split between meth 
and heroin arrests.

He added there is a generational divide among 
those arrested for drug possession. 

“The younger people want the heroin, the older 
people want the meth,” Sitzes said. 

While there still are meth possession arrests, 
making meth has been curtailed.

“It has to be manufactured and that is nearly 
impossible,” said Maj. T.J. Wild with the Franklin 
County Sheriff ’s office. 

He commented that heroin now is cheaper to 
buy than meth due to the availability and cost.

Many addicts who had been using meth now use 
heroin because it is “the next best thing.”

According to Sitzes, it is rare to see homemade 
meth in the area.

“The local meth has gone to the wayside — 

Schatz Sets 
His Sights on 
Pro Tempore
n In the Senate

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

State Sen. Dave Schatz, R-Sullivan, says he is 
ready to take his political career to the next level 
and has thrown his hat into the ring for Senate 
President Pro Tempore.

The phrase pro tempore is Latin “for the time 
being” and is the No. 2 position in the Missouri 
Senate,

Schatz said there is still a lot of time and ques-
tions between now and the in-house election, but 
he feels now is the time to make his intentions 
known and start building relationships.

“If the first spot is available, why settle for sec-

Two Schools Go on Lockdown
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Two Washington schools went 
into lockdown mode Thursday after 
a report of a person, possibly with a 
gun, in a creek in the rear of Four 
Rivers Career Center.

According to Washington Police 
Detective Kevin Blackburn, officers 
were dispatched to the career cen-
ter at 1978 Image Drive about 11:36 
a.m.

Authorities later learned that a 
student had been dropped off at the 
career center and went to the creek 

to smoke a cigarette before classes 
began. 

“It came out to actually be noth-
ing,” said Blackburn. “We take all of 
the precautions when we get a re-
port like that.”

Blackburn said the career cen-

n Visited Washington Wednesday
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