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County Flu Cases Could Reach 3,000
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Flu cases in Franklin County 
are currently more than five 
times higher than they were 
this time last year.

Because of the staggering 
numbers, county health offi-
cials say the total this season 
could reach 3,000.

As of Tuesday, the total re-

ported cases in the county was 
2,229 with 183 new cases re-
ported last week.

After a large spike in cases 
two weeks ago, cases for last 
week are down by about 100, 
but there is no reason to believe 
the outbreak is over.

Influenza type A continues to 

dominate the overall numbers 
with 1,842, while type B cases 
are at 381.

Children ages 5 to 14 are re-
sponsible for about 23 percent 
of the total with 511 cases re-
ported.

Following close behind are 
adults in the 25 to 49 age range 

with 464 cases, making up just 
under 21 percent of the county 
total.

Older adults ages 50 to 65-
plus make up a combined 32 
percent of the total cases with 
707.

Another 10 percent of the 
cases are preschool-aged chil-

dren ages 2 to 4 with 223 cases 
reported.

Despite closer proximity to 
their peers, the high school- and 
college-aged individuals are the 
second lowest group with 210 
cases reported.

Newborns, infants and tod-
dlers continue to make up the 
lowest percentage of flu cases 
(5 percent) with only 114 cases 

New Home 
Permits Up 
Last Year
n Highest in 11 Years

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Single-family home construction was up again 
last year, the highest number of permits issued in 
more than a decade.

The city issued 32 permits for new homes val-
ued at $6,156,556 in 2017. That compares to 20 
single-family homes, with an estimated construc-
tion cost of $4,666,527 in 2016.

The 2017 building report was approved Monday 
by the Washington City Council. 

“There was a fairly substantial amount of sin-
gle-family homes platted (in 2017),” said John 
Nilges, director of public services. “It looks like 
that will continue in 2018.”

He added there are five subdivisions where new 
homes are being built in Washington.

City Administrator Darren Lamb said this 
year’s numbers still don’t compare to the approxi-
mate 100 single-family home permits issued in 
2003, just before the housing market crashed.

“We’ve never gotten back to that number but we 

ECC Board 
Split on 
Seeking 
Director
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

East Central College Board of 
Trustees members were split Monday 
evening on whether there’s a neces-
sity to seek candidates for an director 
of institutional effectiveness.

The job was recommended by ECC 
President Dr. Jon Bauer and a com-
mittee that has been tasked with 
responding to the Higher Learning 
Commission’s recent recommendation 
that the college’s accreditation be put 
on probation.

The new director would head up 
the college’s proposed office of insti-
tutional effectiveness, which would 
oversee assessments, data gather-
ing and analysis that helps with big-
picture decisions made at the college. 
These are some of the trouble areas 
for the college.

Trustees Don Kappelmann and 
Eric Park said they are not convinced 

In Your Face, Mom!
Landon Schulte pied his mom, Kelly Schulte, in the face, Friday, Feb. 2, at St. Francis Borgia Grade School. 

The students had a successful fundraising campaign and the reward was to pie teachers and parents in the 
face. The school celebrated the end of Catholic Schools Week with the pieing, a volleyball game and taping their 
principal to a wall.   Missourian Photo.

Sock Hop Fun
Area Girl Scouts in Neighborhood 6 District 12 took part in the annual sock 

hop Friday, Feb. 2, at Washington West Elementary. The girls danced to all 
types of music. From left are Cecelia Becker, Kaiya Weber, Kaylee Schulze 
and Kendall Koelling.   Missourian Photo.

Arson Is 
Suspected 
In Blaze
n Arrest Woman 

For Assault
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Authorities are investigating the 
blaze that destroyed a New Haven 
home Sunday as arson.

According to New Haven Police 
Chief Dan Terry, Officer Jacki Brown 
was patrolling on Thurman Street at 
9:30 p.m. Sunday when she saw the 
blaze coming from the first level of a 
two-story home located at 212 Thur-
man St.

When she got close to the home, 
windows were breaking from the heat. 
Brown and Officer Justin Gevers be-
gan a preliminary search outside the 
home when Gevers heard screams 
from a woman coming from the base-
ment, Terry said.

Gevers moved items piled up next 
to the outside door leading to the 
basement, opened the door and pulled 
the female homeowner, Tabatha R. 
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