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County Interviewing New Architects
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

From a field of five, the 
Franklin County Commission 
will now interview two archi-
tectural firms to continue the 
design process of the jail/911 
center upgrades and expansion.

First District Commissioner 
Tim Brinker said the commis-
sion will interview Goldberg 
Group Architects based in St. 
Joseph and FGM Architects in 
St. Louis on June 26.

Brinker added both firms have 
assured the commission if they 

are hired they can and will submit 
their plans to the city of Union be-
fore the end of the year.  

Doing so will allow the con-
struction to be done under the 
2009 building codes and avoid an 
extra $4.6 million in earthquake 
upgrades that will be required 
when Union adopts the 2018 
codes in January of 2019.

Last month, the county fired 
Chiodini Architects after learning 
the firm would not have the plans 

ready before the end of the year 
and insisted on doing the con-
struction to comply with the new 
2018 building codes.

The county owns all of the plans 
and designs already created and 
compiled by Chiodini and whom-
ever the new firm is can pick up 
where Chiodini left off, limiting 
the delay of the project time line.

Brinker said after the inter-
views are done next week the 
commission hopes to award the 

contract the same day. 
“This is exciting stuff,” Brinker 

said. “From what we’ve seen, this 
confirms we made the right choice 
by going back to the drawing board.”

He added not only will the new 
firm hit the ground running, the 
pay scale should be comparable or 
even lower than the contract with 
Chiodini.

Codes
According to information re-

leased at a jail construction “kick-

off” meeting in April, an additional 
$4,629,483 had been tentatively 
added to the price tag for the jail 
project, listed as “seismic upgrades.”

Franklin County Presiding 
Commissioner John Griesheimer 
said the project was sold to voters 
with a $30 million price tag and 
that’s what the county is sticking 
firm to.

“We told everybody $30 mil-
lion is it,” Griesheimer said. “They 
have to figure out how to do it.”

The seismic upgrades are neces-
sary for “last building standing” fa-
cilities such as jails and emergency 

In Bloom 2020 
Symposium in 
Washington
n Judges to Visit for 

Annual Contest in July
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

After seven years of competing in the annual 
America In Bloom contest and earning the compe-
tition’s highest honors year after year, Washington 
will host the national contest’s symposium in 2020.

The symposium features cities from across the 
country competing and learning from each other 
on how to beautify, preserve heritage and plant. 

Washington In Bloom co-chair Sally Bocklage 
said hosting the conference will be a great honor 
for the city. She said after years of competing in the 
contest, hosting the symposium will be a chance to 
show off Washington to America.

“It’s truly an honor and a privilege to do that 
and we so look forward to so many people and ad-
joining cities being able to participate because of 
the proximity,” Bocklage said.

She said Washington’s past achievements in the 

City OKs 
Bluff Road 
Contract
n Needs MoDOT Review

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The city has taken the next step for a significant Bluff 
Road improvement project, but there still will be a waiting 
period before work actually begins.

The Washington City Council approved an ordinance 
with a 7-0 vote for a contract with KJ Unnerstall Construc-
tion, Washington, to conduct the work later this summer. 
Councilman Jeff Mohesky was not at the meeting.

Washington Director of Public Services John Nilges said 
the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) still 
must approve the contract.

Unnerstall was the low bidder for the project at 
$1,228,469. The city received two other bids, from Gersh-
enson Construction Co., Eureka, $1,701,923.25; and Pave-
ment Solutions, St. Peters, $1,295,770.11. However, Pave-
ment Solutions did not meet bid specifications because the 
bid lacked an itemized bid form for a portion of the work. 

Included in the bid specs was an alternate bid package, 
which included an approximate $20,000 reduction in cost, 

Llama Llama Camp Drama
Campers at Camp Washington stared down a llama Monday, June 18, during a visit from Cindy’s Traveling Pet-

ting Zoo. The zoo included llamas, camels, goats, pigs and other animals. From left are Lucas Buhr, Ethan Aholt, 
Liam Charles and Dominic Maciejewski.   Missourian Photo.

Washington Police officers Greg Walters, left, 
and Daniel Day rescued a fawn Tuesday morn-
ing when it was trapped in a resident’s fenced-in 
yard in the 1400 block of East Eighth Street. The 
fawn was safely released in the same area. It 
was not injured. Missourian Photos.

Fenced-In Fawn Set Free

n To Continue Jail Design

• See Contract Page 2A

• See Architects Page 2A

• See Symposium Page 2A


