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A&E Storage Snags Top Award
A&E Storage won first place in the business/for-profit category of the Downtown Washington Inc. Holiday Parade 

of Lights, held the Friday after Thanksgiving Day. Prizes were awarded in two divisions — nonprofit and business/
for-profit. Judging was optional. Record crowds turned out for the parade, which featured more than 53 entries, all 
of which were lighted. The theme was O’ Christmas Tree.   Missourian Photo.

Marshmallow Roasting Fun
Annie Hauser blew air in an attempt to cool off her roasted marshmal-

low Sunday, Nov. 26, at the Olde Fashioned Christmas event at the 
Farmers’ Market in Downtown Washington. Hosted by the Washing-
ton Area Chamber of Commerce and the Washington Parks Depart-
ment, the event featured family-friendly events, including carriage rides, 
crafts, face painting and a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus. This year 
more than 2,000 people took part in the annual event.   Missourian Photo.

Proposes 
A Regional 
Push for 47
n To Attract Industries 
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington transportation board members are 
suggesting Warren County officials get on board 
with Highway 47 planning that could impact the 
entire region.

The next logical area for growth is Franklin and 
Warren counties, and to the west, according to Ray 
Frankenberg II, a member of the Washington Area 
Highway Transportation Committee.

He added that the two counties should work to-
gether to seek improvements to Highway 47 to be 
more attractive to potential industries.

“The next spot for industries to go is here and 
west,” Frankenberg said. “If we can get Warren 
County on as partners I think we have a lot better 
chance.”

He further suggested Warren County conduct 

Overdose 
Drug Saves 
139 Lives
n In Six Months

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

In the last six months, 14 police, fire 
and EMS agencies in Franklin County 
have saved the lives of 139 people who 
had overdosed on opiate-related drugs, 
thanks to the administration of Narcan.

During that same time period more 
than 200 first responders have been 
trained to use and are carrying the life-
saving medication, which counteracts and 
reverses the effects of opioids.

The training was conducted by medical 
doctors and was given to first respond-
ers in coverage areas of the Multi-County 
Narcotics and Violent Crimes Enforce-
ment Unit, including Franklin, Washing-
ton and Lincoln counties.

Jason Grellner, Public Safety and Com-
munications manager for Mercy Hospital 
Washington, explained the doses of Narcan 
are being paid for through drug forfeiture 
funds seized by the Multi-County Narcot-
ics Task Force and supplemented by the 
county prosecuting attorney’s office.

“Each dose of Narcan costs $37.50,” 
Grellner said. “The task force has provid-
ed $10,000 and another $2,000 came from 
the prosecutor.”

The total cost for the 139 doses deliv-

Leverage 
Acreage for 
Vets Home
n In Washington
By Monte Miller 
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County hopes to use 18 acres of 
free land as a bargaining chip to lure the 
state and federal governments into placing 
a veterans home in Washington.

First District Commissioner Tim Brinker 
said Tuesday he has spoken with staff in the 
federal veterans affairs office and hopes to 
use the land as a local match to any state or 
federal funds that could make the veterans 
home a reality.

“Right now we are taking steps to estab-
lish the value of the property,” Brinker said. 
“At that point we can get with the VA and 
the state and use this as a positive for us.”

The idea of the county donating the land 
is nothing new and the prospect was origi-
nally suggested to the state in March 2016.

At that time, the Franklin County Com-
mission agreed to donate its 60 percent por-
tion of an 18.2-acre plat just south of the 
Highway 100-South Point Road intersec-
tion near the Phoenix II development to the 
state for a veterans home.

“We have more vets in need now than 
ever before,” Brinker said. “The adminis-
trations at the state and federal levels are 
also more veteran friendly than last year. 

Wagner: New Bridge ‘Unique, Authentic’
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Highway 47 bridge over 
the Missouri River will be 
“unique and authentic” in its 
design.

That’s according to Missouri 
Department of Transportation 
Area Engineer Judy Wagner, 
who told the Washington High-
way Transportation Committee 
Monday that “from the Gothic 
piers to the protrusions,” there 

are several characteristics that 
set the bridge apart.

“That is what you wanted 
when we started the design,” 
Wagner added.

A transportation commit-
tee member, Bill Miller Sr., de-
scribed the design as “one of a 
kind.”

The bridge is scheduled to be 
completed in December 2018. 

The total cost of the project is 
$63 million.

Walking Path
According to Wagner, a key 

attribute that differs from other 
bridges is the biking and pedes-
trian path on the west side of 
the bridge. The path is 10 feet 
wide, compared to most bridge 
pedestrian paths that are 8 feet 
wide. 

Along the path is a vista, an 
overlook where walkers and 
bikers can stop and view the 
river and cityscape; it will be lo-
cated at the center bridge pier. 

Wagner described it as a “des-
tination” for walkers to take in 
the view.

The new bridge path will con-
nect to a biking/walking path 
along Highway 47, north of the 

river, which ties into the state’s 
Katy Trail, one of the longest 
continuous bicycle trails in the 
United States.

Wagner added that pedestri-
ans who walk from one side of 
the bridge to the overlook and 
back would have walked about 
one-half mile. 

Bridge Name
Her comments sparked a 

discussion on a bridge name. 
She stated many bridges in the 
• See Bridge Page 2A
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