
Missouri Meerschaum Marks 150 Years
Missouri Meerschaum corn cob pipe factory at 400 W. Front St. in Downtown Washington 

is marking its 150th anniversary this Friday and Saturday, April 12-13. Several events are 
planned both days. Pictured is Phil Morgan, general manager.   Missourian Photo.

Prepping for the Blast
The old Highway 47 bridge over the Mis-

souri River is slated to be demolished about 
9 a.m. Thursday. Pictured are Demtech LLC 
crews Tuesday placing copper charges on 
the steel frame of the bridge from cranes on 
barges on the river. The crews are super-
vised by the demolition contractor Marschel 
Wrecking. The new Highway 47 bridge will 
be closed beginning at 8:45 a.m. and will 
remain closed for up to two hours after the 
blast.    Missourian Photos/Jeanne Miller Wood.

WASHINGTON

People / 1C
Husky President Shaped

By His World Travels,
Service in Vietnam

Sports / 1D
Soccer Lady ’Cats
Roll to Pool Title

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 10,  2019

Maddie Helling

Since 1860

Online: Photo Galleries And Videos Are Available For Viewing And Purchase. > emissourian.com

$100

Volume 159
Number 10

GOLF
CHALLENGE

2019

FantasySIGN UP TO PLAY THE …
SPONSORED BY:

Each week make your 
selections and be entered 
to WIN great prizes!

PLAY NOW
/golf

Accreditation Visit Announced for ECC
By Amanda Postma
Missourian Staff Writer

An accreditation update was 
given during a recent East Cen-
tral College Board of Trustees 
meeting.

Robyn Walter, vice president 
of academic affairs, and Mi-
chelle Smith, executive director 

of institutional effectiveness, 
announced the college would re-
ceive its Higher Learning Com-
mission accreditation visit Nov. 
18-19.

By the end of April, the stra-
tegic planning committee will 

begin working on the strategic 
plan. Before being made public 
in September, the strategic plan 
will be presented to the college 
and trustees.

“I feel really good about 
where we are,” said Ann Hart-

ley, president. “I have no doubt 
it’s going to be highly success-
ful.”

Walter said the college’s HLC 
action team has been meeting 
every couple of weeks this se-
mester. During its most recent 

meeting, it was joined by the 
institution’s HLC liaison, Tom 
Bordenkircher. 

He reviewed the team’s work-
ing document of where the col-
lege is in terms of criteria and 
the evidence it has been gather-
ing to show compliance. 

“Overall he was very encour-

Engineers
Detail Steps 
For Bridge 
Implosion
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

When the copper charges are detonated and the old Highway 47 
bridge over the Missouri River is dropped into the water, the green 
barrels sitting atop the span will lead demo crews to the pieces.

The bridge demolition is scheduled for this Thursday, at about 9 a.m. 
The new Highway 47 bridge will be closed to traffic starting at 8:45 
a.m. and will remain closed for up to two hours after the blast. The 
public can watch the demolition from the Washington Riverfront Park.

On Tuesday, Tim Hellebusch, Missouri Department of Transportation 
(MoDOT) resident engineer, briefly explained to The Missourian the pro-
cess from when the charge is detonated and the bridge deck is recovered.

“A cap will be at the end of the copper charge and the copper 
charge will be on the steel,” he said. “The copper charges will blow 
and cut that steel in half.”

Hellebusch said the charges will be covered with a plywood box to 
prevent copper shrapnel from being blasted from the site. There is a 
total of 750 charges on the bridge beams.

“The only purpose of the plywood box is when the charge goes ‘bam’ 
it deadens the copper pieces from being flying projectiles,” he said.

According to Hellebusch, the green barrels, which some passersby 
have assumed are the charges, actually will be buoys to help locate 
bridge pieces. A cable attaches the barrels to the bridge sections.

“The green barrels will pull the cable to the top of the water, which 
will allow for the contractor to attach a crane to it and then raise the 
bridge out of the water,” he explained.

Hellebusch added that people likely will still see bridge pieces 

Downtown
Group Is 
Certified
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Downtown Washington Inc. has main-
tained its national and state accreditation as 
a Main Street community following a site vis-
it from representatives of the National Main 
Street Center and Missouri Main Street Con-
nection (MMSC).

Accreditation is the highest level a down-
town revitalization program can achieve, said 
Bridgette Kelch, executive director.

“It’s always exciting to learn we’ve main-
tained our accreditations because it’s really a 
report card on how we’re doing,” Kelch told 
The Missourian.

“This reaffirms we are following the Main 
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Pipe Factory 
Open House 
This Weekend

Missouri Meer-
schaum corn cob pipe 
factory at 400 W. Front 
St. in Downtown Wash-
ington will kick off its 
150th anniversary cel-
ebration this Friday and 
Saturday, April 12-13, 
with tours, live music, 
games and other activi-
ties. 

Free factory tours 
for anyone age 10 and 
older will run every 20 
minutes from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

Live music will be 
provided from 2 to 10 
p.m. 

Other activities will 
include the Monkey Bus 
from New Haven and 
balloon twisting from 2 
to 6 p.m. There also will 
be yard games and food 
and drink vendors.

n College Working on Strategic Plan

n Thursday About 9 a.m.
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