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Boogie On Down the Hill
A thin layer of ice and snow was all that was needed for Kurt Politte to get a thrill 

riding a boogie board down a hill near Main Street Sunday, Feb. 11. Yet warmer tem-
peratures are expected for Wednesday and Thursday this week.   Missourian Photo.

Schatz Pushes Gas Tax
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Missouri lawmakers know they must 
find a remedy to the state’s crumbling 
transportation infrastructure, but Gov. 
Eric Greitens says raising the gas tax is 
not the solution.

State Sen. Dave Schatz, R-Sullivan, 

has filed a bill to raise the state tax on 
gasoline by 10 cents and diesel by 12 
cents per gallon at the recommendation 
of the 21st Century Transportation Task 
Force.   

At a Missouri Press Association lun-
cheon last week, Greitens said he is not 
in favor of increasing the tax but instead 

Develop Slogan 
For Tax Initiative
n “Local Funds, Local 
Control, Local Success”

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington’s sales tax renewal 
campaign has a slogan — Local Funds, 
Local Control, Local Success.

The committee met Tuesday morn-
ing to go over its marketing plan as 
it attempts to sell voters on an eight-
year renewal of the half-cent capital 
improvement sales tax. One of the 
goals of the meeting was to develop a 
slogan to put on fliers and signs.

After discussing the slogan used 
last time — Continuing Washington’s 
Progress, Improvement You Can See 
— committee member Bill Halmich 
pitched his own idea. Halmich said 
the city needed to distinguish itself 
from Franklin County’s Proposition P. 

To do that, Halmich wanted to empha-
size the local aspect of the half-cent tax. 
He said the funds from the tax would be 
generated in Washington, controlled by 
Washington City Council members and 
spent to improve Washington.

After some tweaking, the commit-
tee settled on using Local Funds, Local 
Control, Local Success moving forward.  
With the April 3 election looming, the 
committee has ramped up its prepara-
tions. The committee has been tasked 
with convincing voters to approve the 
tax and has switched gears from pick-
ing projects to marketing. 

Tuesday the committee discussed 
its plan of attack for advertising and 

speaking.
The committee is planning on three 

mailers to Washington residents. The 
first, expected in early March, would 
be a brochure explaining the nature 
of the tax and what projects could be 
built if the tax is approved.

The second mailer, a letter, would 
be included in the March 15 utility 
bill. The third and final note would be 
a postcard to all registered Washing-
ton voters at the end of March.

Other forms of advertising dis-
cussed were print ads in The Mis-
sourian, billboards and other digital 
signs around town. 

Yard signs also were discussed. The 
committee agreed to have an initial or-
der for 100 yard signs. Director of Com-
munity and Economic Development Sal 
Maniaci reminded committee members 
to not put signs in road rights of way.

The committee also worked on fi-
nalizing its slideshow presentation 
to give to various groups. Committee 
member Chris Eckelkamp suggested 
staff come up with a shorter version 
so people wouldn’t lose interest.

Mayor Sandy Lucy said the speakers 
should rehearse with the committee to 
make sure the speeches aren’t boring and 
to prepare for any questions.

The group agreed it needed to keep 
meeting as it makes preparations and fi-
nalizes promotional material. The group 
will meet Tuesday, Feb. 20, at 1 p.m. at the 
Washington Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Number of
Overdoses 
Decreases
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The number of overdoses reported to the Multi-
County Narcotics and Violent Crimes Enforce-
ment Unit dropped in 2017 compared to the previ-
ous year.

The task force investigated 39 overdoses last 
year. Of those, 13 were fatal. There were 26 that 
did not result in death. 

During 2016, the task force investigated a total 
of 56 overdose cases, including 26 that resulted in 
deaths and 30 nonfatal overdoses.

The task force covers Franklin, Lincoln and 
Reynolds counties, as well as the city of Bourbon. 

There were 15 overdoses in Franklin County, in-

Narcan Administered 159 Times
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

First responders reversed 
159 opioid overdoses from April 
through the end of 2017.

That’s according to a report 
issued through a partnership 
between Mercy Hospital Wash-
ington, the Multi-County Nar-
cotics and Violent Crimes En-
forcement Unit and fire, EMS 

and law enforcement agencies 
with the unit’s coverage area.

According to data prepared 
by Tom Nuernberger, EMS co-
ordinator at Mercy Hospital 
Washington, there was a coor-
dinated push beginning in April 
to get the drug naloxone hydro-
chloride, known by the brand 

name Narcan, into the hands of 
police officers, sheriff ’s deputies 
and firefighters.

Before last year, ambulance 
personnel were the only first re-
sponders which carried Narcan.

Quick use of the drug can re-
verse the effects of an overdose 
of both prescription opioid and 

heroin. Increased availability of 
the drug has prevented many 
more fatal overdose cases.

The usage of the drug was re-
ported more than 250 times, but 
not all agencies reported when 
Narcan was administered. The 
actual number of times Nar-
can was administered could be 

more than 300.
“This (drug) has made a dif-

ference,” Nuernberger said. 
“Lives have been saved.”

A goal of “Building a Partner-
ship for the Community” was to 
get Narcan in the hands of more 
first responders in the case they 
get to an overdose scene before 
EMS crews.

“It’s nice that law enforce-

Grading for New Cell
Work continued on the first phase of constructing the next cell of the city of Washington’s landfill. The completion 

date of this first phase is March 30. Liner construction will commence immediately after the grading work is com-
plete. The council voted unanimously last month to award a contract to McFry Excavating Inc., Manchester, for 
grading work on the site. The contract will pay McFry $317,910.80.   Missourian Photo.
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