
Canine Comfort at Camp
Sheba the comfort dog visited with children at the St. Gertrude Summer Camp 

Tuesday, July 9. The children learned about the life of Sheba and Susie Blatt spoke 
about being her handler. Immanuel Lutheran Church in Washington sponsors Sheba. 
Petting Sheba from left are campers Tori Goodale, Scarlett Riegel and Ella Hoerst-
kamp.   Missourian Photo. 

Grab That Pig!
The crowd cheered on young pig chasers during the New Haven Youth Fair Pig Chase Friday, July 5. Both chil-

dren and adult divisions competed to catch pigs on the run in a muddy arena. Trophies were awarded to winners. 
The Fair took place July 5 and 6.   Missourian Photo. 

Countdown
Begins for 
2019 Fair
n Just One Month Out

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The countdown is on for the 2019 Washington 
Town & Country Fair.

Just one month away, Fair Chairman Jason Un-
nerstall said planning is going smoothly.

“We are wrapping up details and putting the final 
pieces together,” he said. “We are on track for Au-
gust.”

The five-day Fair will open Wednesday, Aug. 7, and 
run through Sunday, Aug. 11, at the city fairgrounds. 

Unnerstall said this year marks the 90th anniver-
sary of the Fair.

“The theme is ‘Cheers to 90 Years,’ but it’s really 
cheers to the volunteers who have made this event 
great for the past 90 years,” he said. “I chose the 
theme as a salute to the incredible volunteers we 
have — they make it happen.”

The self-described “Fair rat” grew up not only at-
tending the event, but watching and helping out as 
his parents held key roles. His father, Terry Unner-
stall, is a past Fair chairman who still volunteers 
each year, and his mother, Donna, served on the 

Prop Money 
Circulating
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A new round of counterfeit cash recently was used 
to make a purchase in Franklin County.

The $20 bill of “prop money,” which closely resem-
bles real U.S. currency, was passed at a business in 
St. Clair between June 28 and July 5, according to 
the Franklin County Sheriff ’s Office.

Prop money often is used for motion pictures and 
in theater productions instead of using authentic 

Director: More Businesses 
Could Take Advantage of TIF
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Only two downtown property own-
ers are benefiting from the city’s 
small TIF program, but officials say 
they had expected more to take ad-
vantage of the tax incentive. 

Last week, the Washington City 
Council approved only the second 
“mini-TIF” (Tax Increment Finance) 
since the program began in 2012. The 
agreement allows for the developers 
of the Mroz property, located at 18 
E. Front St., to recapture a portion 
of the increase in property tax after 
the property is developed through re-

bates.
The mini-TIF program expires in 

2030, and those approved to partici-
pate can seek rebates annually until 
that time. 

The developers, Riverfront Leath-
er, plan to rehabilitate four commer-
cial units on the street level along 
Front Street and an additional six 
residential units on the upper floor.

Sal Maniaci, community and eco-
nomic development director, said by 
using the mini-TIF program, River-
front Leather will bring new life into 
a historic building and incur savings 
in property taxes.

“It is an excellent program that is 

meant to encourage owners of his-
toric buildings in the downtown TIF 
District to redevelop and take full ad-
vantage of everything their building 
has to offer,” Maniaci said. “The pro-
gram can assist in façade improve-
ments and when an owner wants to 
renovate their upper floors for resi-
dential or commercial uses.”

Riverfront Leather president Ed 
Mroz, the building owner, is work-
ing with contractor Matthew Flagg, 
Flagg Enterprises LLC.

City Administrator Darren Lamb 
noted that any property owner con-
sidering facade or rehabilitation 

Father Mike Assumes
New Role at SFBRHS
n Looks Forward to School Year 

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The new president of St. Francis Bor-
gia Regional High School, Father Mike 
Boehm, has wasted no time getting to 
work.

His transfer to the Catholic coed high 
school in Washington was effective June 
25.

Father Mike attended the Partners 
in Mission Conference June 23-27 which 
focused on advancement, marketing and 
enrollment strategies.

“Since then I have been busy moving 
and getting settled,” he said. “I’ve been 
learning about the school’s facilities and 
meeting students, parents and people 
from the community at different events.”

This past weekend, Father Mike 
spoke at all the Masses at St. Francis 
Borgia Parish, where he’s serving as a 
priest in residence, to “introduce/reintro-
duce” himself to the parishioners.

Father Mike is a familiar face to 
many in the community, having served 
as pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
and associate pastor at St. Francis Bor-
gia Parish in Washington in the past. He 
also served as a volunteer fireman and 
chaplain for the Washington Fire De-
partment, a role he hopes to step back 
into.

Father Mike 
said he’s excited 
to be at Borgia 
High and look-
ing forward to 
the start of the 
school year.

“I’m spend-
ing the summer 
months try-
ing to learn as 
much as I can 
from our great 
faculty and staff about our school, its 
routines, traditions, schedules, etc.,” he 
said.

In a newsletter to the Borgia alumni 
family, Father Mike stated he’s grateful 
to have been asked to serve as school 
president.

“Archbishop Carlson has entrusted 
me with the leadership of this school, 
and I intend to work hard every day to 
continue to build on the solid foundation 
that we know as Borgia,” he said. “Our 
mission today is the same as it has been 
since the four-year high school opened in 
1933 — to provide our students with an 
excellent education and a solid forma-
tion in our Catholic faith. I am excited to 
be part of the Borgia family.

“I am grateful for the past and pres-

Father Boehm
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