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Supreme Court tells county to pay up
By Geoff Folsom
folsomg@emissourian.com

Franklin County commis-
sioners have once again been 
rejected in their efforts to 
fund juvenile courts at the 
minimum amount allowed 
by the state.

The Missouri Supreme 
Court unanimously rejected 
the county’s argument Tues-

day that it should only be 
responsible for $333,524 of 
the 20th Judicial Circuit’s 
juvenile court budget. The 
county commission appealed 
after its case was rejected in 
March 2021 by the state Ju-
dicial Finance Commission, 
which also awarded the 20th 
Circuit legal fees and costs.

A 1998 bill created the 
system in which the state 

takes over funding multi-
county judicial circuits like 
the 20th, which also con-
tains Gasconade and Osage 
counties, Timothy Sansone, 
of Sandberg Phoenix & von 
Gontard PC in St. Louis, 
argued for the county last 
month. Counties were only 
required to pay “mainte-
nance of effort” funding, 
for which Franklin County 

commissioners approved 
the $333,524 going into the 
2021 budget year.

That was the same amount 
spent on juvenile courts in 
1997, the year before the law 
was approved.

The request to review 
the case was made on behalf 
of Presiding Circuit Court 
Judge Ike Lamke. Commis-
sioners Tim Brinker, Todd 

Boland and Dave Hinson, 
as well as county Auditor 
Angela Gibson, are listed 
as respondents.

The county has said since 
2019 that the maintenance 
of effort fund is a legal cap, 
to which Lamke has respond-
ed that the county has never 
limited the amount it funds 
juvenile court and that the 

Exploring a firetruck
Washington firefighter Molly Derner lifts Joseph Faerber off of a firetruck Oct. 13 at St. 

Francis Borgia Grade School as Hallie Biermann watches. Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

Rainy day reading
Millie Schott, left, watches as her sister Ruthie reaches for a book Oct. 14 at the Washington 

Public Library. The twins also played with blocks while at the library. Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

Pool attendance
makes a splash
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

Attendance numbers for the inaugural season of the 
second generation of the Agnes Nolting Aquatic Complex 
are in, and city officials are thrilled. 

Washington Mayor Sandy Lucy said earlier this fall 
that the pool figures have “surpassed expectations.”

“I really couldn’t be more happy about the outcome of 
the pool and the number of admissions that we have had 
this year,” Lucy said. 

More than 21,000 people paid admission into the pool 
this season, which is more than double the attendance 
number in 2019, when 8,790 people paid admission, of-
ficials said.  The pool was closed for the 2020 season as it 
underwent a $4 million renovation.

“It is a great number,” Washington Parks and Recreation 
Director Wayne Dunker said. “People are very enthusiastic 
about the pool, the layout, the setup. They were certainly 
eager to spend time at the pool this year when it was hot, 
and so we are very excited by the response to the pool.”

Lucy said the attendance numbers “speak volumes 

St. Clair district 
first to adopt 
‘test to stay’

By William Skipworth
skipworthw@emissourian.com

Five new COVID-19 
deaths were reported Fri-
day by the Franklin County 
Health Department as part 
of their weekly update on 
the pandemic.

Those that died include a 
54-year-old man from Leslie, 
a 60-year-old woman from 
Gray Summit, a 74-year-
old woman from Sullivan, a 
78-year-old man from Gray 
Summit and a 70-year-old 

woman from Sullivan. These 
deaths occurred in Septem-
ber, the health department 
said. The department didn’t 
report them until now be-
cause the state health depart-
ment had to confirm they died 
of COVID-19, a process that 
can take weeks or months. 
To date, 207 people have died 
from COVID-19 in Franklin 
County, with an additional 
33 deaths listed as probable. 
Statewide, 11,821 people 
have died of COVID-19.

Meanwhile, there were 

145 new cases of COVID-19 
in the county from Oct. 9 
to Oct. 15, according to the 
county health department. 
That number has been steadi-
ly falling for weeks. Last 
week, the health department 
reported 170 new cases. The 
week prior, it reported 242 
new cases. There have been 
12,616 cases in Franklin 
County since the onset of the 
pandemic. Statewide, that 
number is 690,432.

The positivity rate — the 

COVID-19 deaths reported  

By Reid Glenn
glennr@emissourian.com

At its monthly board meeting Thursday, St. Clair R-XIII 
became the first school district in Franklin County to adopt 
the new COVID-19 quarantine protocol option approved by the 
state departments of Elementary and Secondary Education 
and Health and Senior Services Tuesday.

The new fourth guideline option, which also has been ap-
proved by the Franklin County Health Department, states that 
students, teachers and staff at Missouri schools who have been 
exposed to someone with COVID-19 will be allowed to stay in 
school and participate in extracurricular activities if they meet 
certain criteria.

The change in state policy came nearly a week after Presid-
ing Franklin County Commissioner Tim Brinker met Oct. 6 
with Gov. Mike Parson and his staff, along with St. Charles 
County Executive Steve Ehlmann and Jefferson County Execu-
tive Dennis Gannon, to discuss school quarantines. Schools in 
St. Charles and Jefferson counties already had adopted more 
relaxed quarantine guidelines before the meeting.

Called “test to stay,” the fourth quarantine option requires 
someone who was exposed to COVID-19 to wear a mask and 
pass at least three rapid antigen tests during the first seven 
days after exposure in order to attend class in person. If the 
person continues not to have any symptoms while wearing a 
mask for seven more days — 14 total — then he or she can come 
to school without any requirements. The policy addresses the 
goal of many districts in the area of making sure students are 
learning in person as much as possible.

Dr. Carrie Schwierjohn, interim superintendent of Mera-
mec Valley R-III, said: “Ultimately, it is the board’s decision, 
but what I like about the test-to-stay option is that it just pro-
vides one more option for families who are looking to keep their 
kid in school. That is the focus for the district, to keep them 
learning, and so if there is a test to stay in school, we’re happy 
to abide by it if Franklin County approves as well.”

Under guidance from MSHSAA released Wednesday, stu-
dents participating in sports would not have to wear a mask 
regardless of quarantine status.

St. Clair’s regular board meeting was scheduled two days af-
ter the new option was made available, but other area districts 

People / 1B
Tim Johnson named Songwriter 
of the Year at back-to-back 
Josie Music Awards
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Kendall Nix and the Washington 
softball Lady Jays advance
to district title game
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