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Sticky Situation
Immanuel Lutheran School, Washington, celebrated Lutheran Schools Week this 

past week. The students took part in many activities throughout the week. Students 
who raised money for the American Heart Association had the chance to tape Princi-
pal Nick Hopfensperger to the wall Wednesday, March 6. The students used colorful 
tape, but in the end the principal did not stick.   Missourian Photo.

Delayed Delivery
This truck became stuck in a sinkhole Tuesday, March 5, after 4 p.m. on Parkview Court in 

Washington. There had been a water line rupture under the street, which ultimately caused 
the sinkhole. There were no injuries in the incident and the mail truck was removed quickly. A 
city crew repaired the water line and street.   Missourian Photo.
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Arrest Teen
In WHS Bomb 
Threat Case
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Franklin County Juvenile Office will determine if a 16-year-old 
Washington girl who admitted to writing a bomb threat on a school 
bathroom stall will be tried as an adult.

According to Washington police, the girl was charged Tuesday, March 5, 
with making a bomb threat at Washington High School Wednesday, Feb. 27.

Detective Sgt. Steve Sitzes said the teen has been charged with making 
a terrorist threat for allegedly scrawling a message on a bathroom stall.

School officials said the message pertained to “blowing up the school.”
There was no bomb located and no injuries during the search and 

evacuation.
The girl’s name has not been released.
According to Washington School District Superintendent Dr. Lori 

VanLeer the girl is not attending classes in the district. She added the 
district is following its policy and disciplinary code of conduct. Any further Senator Pushing Bill

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

According to State Sen. Dave Schatz, R-
Sullivan, there are 665 retail locations in the 
state of Missouri operating illegal gaming 
machines, which have cost the Missouri Lot-
tery Commission $3.2 million in sales in the 
past six months.

A recent investigation by The Missourian 
found the gaming machines in place in the 
ZX gas stations in Washington and Union.

Schatz took on the gaming machines in his 

weekly legislative column where he says the 
machines are subverting legal gaming in the 
state and undercutting legal Missouri Lot-
tery products by an estimated $90,000 per 
illegal machine in the state.

The new machines are called Video Lot-
tery Terminals, often referred to as VLTs.

“Recently, these machines were legalized 
in Illinois, and now they are spreading to 
our state despite the fact that Missouri law 
has not been changed to allow VLTs,” Schatz 
said. “These are games of chance with cash 

Two Nabbed After
Pursuit Through 
Three Counties
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff writer

The Villa Ridge man accused of nearly striking a Franklin County deputy in 
a stolen car Thursday before leading multiple agencies on a high-speed pursuit 
was wanted for a previous stolen vehicle warrant.

Franklin County Sheriff Steve Pelton said Matthew T. Standfield, 37, is in custody at 
the Franklin County Jail while deputies investigate an alleged assault of a law enforce-
ment officer, leaving the scene of an accident, property damage and resisting arrest.

Standfield and a 38-year-old woman were arrested Thursday morning on 
High Ridge Boulevard near Highway PP in Jefferson County. 

He had led authorities on a pursuit that began in Robertsville, and traveled 
through Franklin, St. Louis and Jefferson counties.

According to Pelton, a deputy responded to the Robertsville area at 6 a.m. to 
check on a suspicious vehicle parked roadside on Shannon Lane.

At first, it appeared there was nobody inside the 1997 silver Ford pickup, but 
then the deputy saw Standfield and a woman sleeping. 

“The deputy tried to open the door and it was locked,” he said. “After (Stand-
field) woke up, he sped off and pushed the deputy into a tree.”

The truck sideswiped the  front driver’s side of the patrol car but the deputy 
was not injured, Pelton added.

Deputies pursued the truck on Highway O and then Highway N until the 
deputy lost sight of it by the Missouri Eastern Correctional Center in Pacific 
near St. Louis County. The truck was being driven erratically, Pelton said. 

“It was commute time and school bus time,” he commented. “We couldn’t put 
people’s lives at risk.

“We have to be cognizant of the welfare of citizens,” Pelton added.
Information was dispatched to surrounding law enforcement agencies. An 

Flu Cases Drop
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

As clocks spring forward this 
weekend, the end of the 2018-19 
flu season gets even closer.

With about a month left in the 
official reporting window, new 
cases in Franklin County have 
dropped dramatically to the low-
est levels since Christmas.

Despite the total number of cas-
es reaching 1,111 last week, only 
21 new cases were reported com-
pared to the 143 cases the week 
before.

Mid-February marked consecu-
tive weeks of 294 and 220 cases 
each.

Public Health Supervisor Tony 
Buel says he’s cautiously optomis-
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