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March 11CONTEST OPENS

“Protect Children, Not Guns”
A group of peaceful protesters gathered near Highway 100 east on the hillside next to the Presbyterian Church 

of Washington, Saturday, March 3, from noon to 2 p.m. during the Franklin County Gun Show held across Highway 
100 at N-Sports Rec Center. The group was holding signs to draw attention to gun violence. The gun show was 
held March 2-4. It was sponsored by Militia Armaments Gun Shows.  Missourian Photo.

Family Reading Night Author Speaks
Brian Biggs, sitting on stage, an author and illustrator of more than two dozen children’s books, was the guest at 

this year’s Family Reading Night, held Friday, March 2, at Washington Middle School. Biggs, Philadelphia, Pa., shared 
his book, “Tinyville Town Gets to Work,” a February Missourian Book Buzz Pick about a town that builds a new bridge. 
More than 550 children, parents, grandparents and volunteers participated in the annual event, sponsored by The 
Missourian, Washington School District and Washington Optimist Club. After Biggs’ presentation, children listened to 
stories, created crafts based on good books, and took home almost 100 donated book prizes.  Missourian Photo.

Ballot Specifics Should Limit Confusion
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The extra care taken in for-
mulating very specific ballot 
language for Franklin County’s 
Proposition P may help agen-
cies avoid the same fate as 
neighboring St. Louis County.

The intended purpose of the 
tax expected to generate $46 
million each year was to fund 
law enforcement salaries for of-

ficers.
Now, because of the vague-

ness of St. Louis County’s Prop 
P ballot language, many em-
ployees with ties to law enforce-
ment, like jail staff and other 
auxiliary and support staff, are 
asking for their share as well.

Franklin County Sheriff 

Steve Pelton said the St. Louis 
County language was careful-
ly reviewed, found vague and 
steps were taken to avoid the 
same mistake here.

“Ours covers full-time com-
missioned officers only,” Pelton 
said. “That’s the same across 
the board for all law enforce-

ment agencies in the county.”
Pelton added in the sheriff ’s 

department, commissioned of-
ficers are classified as anyone 
who carries the rank of deputy.

“Right now, I have about 116 
commissioned officers,” Pelton 
said. “That includes jail staff 
and courthouse guards.”

If approved by voters on April 
3, the new half-cent sales tax 
is expected to generate more 
than $6 million per year in new 
funds.

Half will go toward the ex-
pansion/renovation of the coun-
ty jail and the other half will go 
toward officer salaries.

County
In addition to law enforce-

ment support personnel in St. 

Hotly Debated 
ECC Director 
Job Approved
n Trustees Spar

By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

The first steps toward remedying concerns 
brought up by an accreditation team that visited 
East Central College last year were hotly debated 
Monday night at the college’s monthly board of 
trustees meeting.

In the end, the board approved seeking a direc-
tor to lead the college’s new office of institutional 
effectiveness after debating the necessity of the 
position. The vote was 5-1, with Trustee Don Kap-
pelmann voting no.

The position was proposed in response to ECC 
being threatened with possible probation from the 
Higher Learning Commission (HLC) after its visit 
last year. In the visiting HLC team’s report, among 
several problem areas, was a lack of data-driven 

Murder 
Charges 
Dismissed
n Acted in Self-Defense in 

Brother’s Shooting
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Prosecutors say a Sullivan man who allegedly 
shot and killed his brother acted in self-defense 
under state law.

First-degree murder charges were dismissed 
against Thomas “T.J.” Easter II, 36, who was in-
dicted last year in the April 13, 2017, death of 
John Easter, 32, Leasburg.

According to Franklin County Prosecutor Bob 
Parks, when his office reviewed the case it was de-
termined that under state statute, Easter acted in 
self-defense.

“We reviewed the whole case and based on new 
statutes we determined this to be self-defense,” 
he said. “The defendant was in his home with his 
father when his brother came in and started the 
fight — it was a justifiable homicide.”

Parks explained that the decision was made 
after reviewing a less-restrictive “stand your 
ground” legislation that took affect Jan. 1, 2017.

Sullivan police alleged that T.J. Easter shot his 
brother with a handgun following an argument 
and shoving between the two men.

According to the probable cause statement filed 

Initiative Focuses on Trauma
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Franklin County Cares is a new 
interagency initiative that supports 
trauma-informed services and com-

munity education.
“We believe trauma-informed 

care will help build stronger fami-
lies and stronger communities,” 
said Emily Thoenen, program lead 
coordinator with Lutheran Family 

and Children’s Services of Missouri 
in Union.

Thoenen, who also is a certi-
fied trainer through the National 
Child Traumatic Stress Network, 

n On Who Benefits From Prop P
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