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Lawmakers Weigh In on Indictment
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Late Thursday afternoon 
Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens 
was indicted on one count of 
felony invasion of privacy. 

The charges levied by a St. 
Louis grand jury allege Greit-
ens “knowingly took a photo-
graph of a woman in a state of 

full or partial nudity without 
the knowledge and consent of 
that woman.”

The charges further allege 
the photograph was taken in 
a place where a person would 
have a reasonable expecta-

tion of privacy and the defen-
dant transmitted the image in 
a manner that allowed access 
through a computer.

Greitens has denied the al-
legations and posted the follow-
ing statement on his Facebook 

page:
“As I have said before, I made 

a personal mistake before I was 
governor. I did not commit a 
crime. With today’s disappoint-
ing and misguided political 
decision, my confidence in our 

prosecutorial system is shaken, 
but not broken. I know this will 
be righted soon. The people of 
Missouri deserve better than a 
reckless liberal prosecutor who 
uses her office to score political 
points.

“I look forward to the legal 
remedies to reverse this action. 
This will not for a moment de-

Jake Owen Headliner at Fair
By Susan Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington Town & Coun-
try Fair will feature a total of nine 
Main Stage concerts over five days 
the first week of August.

The final lineup for Saturday 

night, Aug. 4, was announced Friday 
morning by Amanda Griesheimer, 
marketing director for the Fair and 
Chamber.

“We saved the best for last,” said 
Griesheimer.

The “Life’s Whatcha Make It” 
tour, featuring country music star 

Jake Owen with Chris Janson and 
Jordan Davis, will include a stop in 
Washington. Concertgoers can ex-
pect a three-hour show that Saturday 
night.

“It’s going to be our biggest night,” 
Griesheimer told The Missourian. “We 

Man Charged
With Sending
Pornography
n To Union Area Student

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A county man who volun-
teered at Union High School 
and was employed by the city 
of Union has been charged with 
sending pornography to a minor.

A Franklin County misde-
meanor complaint was issued 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, charging 
Thomas W. Abbott, 32, of Laba-
die, with furnishing pornograph-
ic material to a minor.

According to the probable cause statement filed 
by the sheriff ’s department in the Franklin Coun-
ty Prosecutor’s Office, Abbott engaged in sexually 
explicit conversations with a minor in the Union 
area between January and February. Authorities 
stated Abbott and the victim had been in contact 
since November 2017.

Abbott is being held at the Franklin County Jail 
on a $20,000 cash-only bond.

Authorities allege the conversation included de-
scriptions of sexual acts that Abbott and the victim 
would engage in at various locations in the Union area.

On Jan. 22, Abbott allegedly sent the victim a 
photo of a nude male through social media using 
his cellphone.

Abbott was a volunteer with the Union High 
School wrestling team and other organizations 
within the school district.

According to the probable cause statement, Ab-
bott had access to the victim through volunteer 

Flag Request
Rejected by 
City Council
n For Cell Tower

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington City Council Tuesday rejected 
the request of a cell tower owner to stop using a 
disguised tower as a  flagpole.

Tuesday night, the council voted 7-0 against the 
special use permit request by SBA to permanently 
remove a flag from a cell tower “disguised” as a 
flagpole. Councilman Greg Skornia was not at the 
meeting.

SBA made the request in order to place addi-
tional antennas on the tower located at 85 Cecelia 
Drive. It is located east of Burger Park.

Community and Economic Development Direc-
tor Sal Maniaci said that since the tower is in an 
M-1 light industrial district and never received 

Stretch It Out
Lauren Karch stretches the iconic Stretch Armstrong as far as she can Thursday, Feb. 22, at Washington Public 

Library’s Throwback Thursday. Children and adults had the chance to play with old school games. The event was held 
in celebration of the Washington Historical Society’s publication of “Now and Then: A History Picture Book.” Toys like 
Stretch Armstrong and other toys that have stood the test of time were used during the playtime.  Missourian Photo.

FFA Students Hold Barnwarming Dance
FFA students Taylor Nix and Blaine Straatmann promenade down the center during a square dance held Thurs-

day, Feb. 22, at Washington High School as part of their FFA chapter’s celebration of National FFA Week. The 
students celebrated with a variety of activities, which included delivering cherry pies to supporters and holding a 
barbecue lunch for teachers and staff. From left are Abby Tobben, Lucy Hellebusch, Lilly Nix, Taylor Nix, Blaine  
Straatmann, Logan Williams, Danielle Overschmidt and Cassidy Keeven.   Missourian Photo.
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