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Box Culverts Arrive
Pictured is Bluff Road from the south where box culverts arrived Monday as part of a roadway reconstruction 

project. The second phase of the project is underway closing Bluff Road from Westlink Drive to Highway 100. 
Phase II includes the replacement of a box culvert near the ZX Gas Station. The project also includes a 4-inch 
asphalt overlay from Highway 100 to the north city limits, and adding a right-turn lane from Bluff Road onto west-
bound Highway 100. Work is estimated to take 90 days total.   Missourian Photo.

Future Ballerina Gives Impromptu Performance
Wearing a tutu-like skirt, Evie Thornton paused as she walked across the bridge at Lions Lake Monday morning, 

Aug. 20, to give an impromptu ballerina performance. With schools across the area back in session, the future bal-
lerina didn’t have a large audience, but she didn’t seem to mind.    Missourian Photos.

Pool Committee Seeks Consultant
By Amanda Postma
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington Aquatics 
Facility Committee is moving 
forward with interviewing con-
sulting firms regarding a pro-
posed new pool.

Darren Dunkle, parks direc-
tor, said the committee has re-
viewed the proposals to conduct 
the public engagement process 
and is now conducting the in-

terviews. The committee hopes 
to award a contract to a firm by 
Thursday, Sept. 20.

Once a firm is selected, the 
public engagement process will 
ensue.

The first phase will assess 
community opinion and priori-
ties through stakeholder meet-
ings, community focus groups 

and community surveys.
In the second phase, the con-

sultant will present an overview 
of the data gathered. Once that 
process is complete, the city will 
start planning for the pool.

“We will go through the pub-
lic engagement process and 
then we will review that infor-
mation and then move on to the 

next phase to determine site, 
cost and design,” Dunkle said.

The committee last met June 
28 to discuss preliminary plans. 
The aquatics committee has not 
set a date for the next meeting.   

At the July park board meet-
ing, Dunkle said he’s hopeful 
there will be a groundbreaking 
for the proposed pool in two years.

Pool Funding  
The new pool will be funded 

through the half-cent capital 
improvement sales tax that was 
approved for extension in April. 
It’s estimated to cost about $4 
million to build.

The half-cent sales tax is es-
timated to produce about $2.2 
million per year for the eight-
year term.

The parks board’s discus-

Changes to 
Code Align 
With Plan 
n Focus on More 

Rentals
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The city of Washington is considering low-
ering the density requirements in multifamily 
zoning districts to give more opportunities for 
renters.

According to Sal Maniaci, community and eco-
nomic development director, reducing the mini-
mum lot sizes from 3,000 square feet per unit to 
2,000 square feet per unit for R-3 multifamily zon-
ing will allow for more affordable housing in the 
form of apartments.

He noted that the change is in line with the 
city’s master plan.

During a public hearing in front of the city 
council Monday, Maniaci pointed to the goal in the 
master plan that encourages entry-level residenc-
es in Washington.

The objectives outlined within the goal are to 
encourage private development of higher density 
housing near commercial areas, develop a hous-
ing strategy to create opportunities for renters to 
become homeowners and look into the creation of 
smaller residential lot zoning districts.

“This (code change) hits all three in some way,” 
Maniaci said. “It creates opportunities for renters 

County Sales Taxes Up
By Monte Miller 
Missourian Staff Writer

Business is good in Franklin 
County and sales tax revenue is up 
by half a million dollars over this 
time last year.

Sales taxes are estimated to 
make up 46.8 percent of the coun-

ty’s yearly revenues for 2018.
Thus far in 2018, the county has 

collected just over $12.8 million in 
sales taxes, which is $513,331 more 
than this time last year.

As of the end of July 2017, tax 
collections were in the $12.3 mil-
lion range and $12.1 million in 
2016. 

Funds
As of now, revenues come from 

two half-cent and two quarter-cent 
sales taxes collected at businesses 
throughout the county.

Those sales taxes are defined into 
general revenue, capital improve-
ments/road and bridge and two law 

Board Plans 
On-Site Tours 
Of Buildings
n After Meetings

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Washington School District principals will at-
tend school board meetings on a rotating sched-
ule this year followed a few days later by a walk-
through of their buildings by board members.

Superintendent Dr. Lori VanLeer said prin-
cipals will give presentations at the regular 
monthly board meetings and then can “show 
what they shared” when the board arrives for an 
on-site visit.

VanLeer said it might be difficult for board 
members to make every walk-through, but it will 

n For New Acquatic Facility

• See Pool Page 2A

• See Code Page 2A• See Taxes Page 2A

• See Tours Page 2A


