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River Work for Bridge to End Soon
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The goal for Highway 47 
bridge construction contractors 
is to conclude work in the Mis-
souri River by spring to keep 
the project on schedule for a fall 
2018 completion date.

Missouri Department of 
Transportation Area Engineer 
Judy Wagner told members 
of the Washington Area High-

way Transportation Committee 
Monday that work is expected 
to progress through the winter.

Flooding always is a concern 
for bridge work during rainy sea-
sons, and historic high waters 
earlier this year already delayed 
the $63 million bridge project

“There is a few more months 

of work in the river and hope-
fully we will be in and out be-
fore any spring floods hit,” Wag-
ner said.

The bridge contractor, Alberi-
ci Constructors Inc., was de-
layed weeks due to flooding af-
ter nearly 11 inches of rain fell 
between April 26 and May 5.

When forecasts indicated 
flooding would impact the 
bridge site, the contractor 
moved equipment to higher 
ground. The river crested at 
31.88 feet May 4.

Once the floodwater receded 
construction crews conducted a 
“substantial project cleanup.” That 

entailed removing debris from the 
access trail, work area, cofferdam, 
causeways and other areas.

Work had been slated to end 
Nov. 1, 2018, but the revised 
completion date is mid-Decem-
ber. In June, Alberici requested 
additional time to complete the 
project due to setbacks during 
flooding.

Bridge Progress
According to Wagner, crews 

Public Input Sought 
On Sales Tax Projects
n Survey to Be Posted Online

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer 

Washington’s new capital sales tax 
committee has a road map for the 
near future.

The committee formed to review 
and debate the possible extension of 
the city’s half-cent capital improve-
ment sales tax met for the second time 
Tuesday. The goal of the meeting was 
to figure out the agenda for the group 
going forward.

The committee also made plans for 
a public forum and a survey to get cit-
izens’ input into the tax. The survey 
can be found at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/5TDTLRB. 

Scheduling Meeting
The committee reviewed where it is 

in the process and where it needs to be 
in the future. The group also agreed 
on agenda topics for the next month’s 
worth of meetings.

Washington Mayor Sandy Lucy 
opened the meeting with a history of 
the previous committee. She said she 
felt the group, herself included, were a 
“little panicked” after the group’s first 

meeting. 
Lucy checked the minutes from the 

2010 group and found the committee 
was actually likely ahead of schedule.

Last week the committee was told 
it needed to decide by early December 
if it was going to support the exten-
sion of the tax. Its decision could then 
be passed along to the council to vote 
on an ordinance in time to get the ref-
erendum on the ballot for the April 
municipal election.

While the committee has yet to take 
a formal vote, so far no member has 
spoken out against extending the tax. 
However, Lucy said there was some 
concern during the first meeting that 
the committee had to have all the pos-
sible projects picked out in six weeks.

Looking back at 2010, Lucy said the 
committee actually didn’t hold its first 
meeting until Dec. 21. Prior to that, 
city staff had been handling the work 
and hosting public forums. The coun-
cil, at some point, decided to move for-
ward with the tax and then asked the 
committee to nail down projects. 

Lucy said the 2010 group met all 

Leaf Pickup
Pickup crews spent the morning of Friday, Nov. 3, collecting leaves on West Third 

Street. The city of Washington is in the midst of its annual leaf pickup for residents. 
The first round will run through Wednesday, Nov. 8. Round two will start Monday, Nov. 
27, and end Friday, Dec. 8.   Missourian Photo.

Up High!
St. John’s-Gildehaus Grade School, Villa Ridge, student Roan Callahan prepared to 

take a leap to reach the outstretched hand of Franklin County Sheriff Steve Pelton 
Thursday, Nov. 2, during an open door event at the school. First responders from the 
sheriff’s office, Union Ambulance District and the Washington Police Department were 
on hand to greet students as they came to school. Open door events have been held 
at schools countywide and will continue throughout the year.   Missourian Photo. 

Several 
County 
Officials 
Retiring 
n Year Out 

From Election
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

At the end of 2018, Frank-
lin County will be losing 
nearly 70 years of leadership 
experience as four of the top 
elected officials end their ca-
reers of public service.

All of the “big four” have 
served between 15 and 20 
years in the same county po-
sitions and one served an ad-
ditional 18 years at the state 
level as well.

Beginning Jan. 1, 2019, 
the offices of presiding com-
missioner, county clerk and 
prosecuting attorney will be 
held by new people for the 

Pay Hike 
Hurts Local 
Agencies

n St. Louis
County OKs Raises
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Local law enforcement officials already 
have felt some strain from the boost in 
pay that officers in St. Louis County are 
poised to receive.

New revenue will come from the  voter-
approved sales tax expected to bring rais-
es to officers, more training and equip-
ment to the stressed St. Louis County 
department. Over half of the expected 
$80 million in annual revenue would go 
to St. Louis County and the remaining 
approximate $36 million would go to mu-
nicipalities within the county.

“It makes it challenging for law en-
forcement agencies everywhere, not just 
Franklin County,” said Sheriff Steve Pel-
ton. “We already have had deputies leave 
due to the pay increase.”

New figures have been released that 
outline  the discrepancy between the 
Franklin County and municipal police 

n In Advance of Spring Rains

• See Bridge Page 2A

• See Officials Page 2A

• See Project Page 2A

• See Pay Page 2A


