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Fire Station, Industrial Park on Wish List
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Presentations for potential 
capital improvement sales tax 
projects continued Tuesday af-
ternoon.

After hearing about six po-
tential projects last week, the 
Washington Capital Improve-
ment Sales Tax Committee was 
shown plans for a new fire sta-
tion, new fire truck and a new 
industrial park at its most re-
cent meeting.

The projects presented Tues-
day carried a combined price 
tag of $4.5 million. Combined 
with last week’s presentations, 
the committee has now heard 
about potential projects costing 
nearly an estimated $9.3 mil-
lion.

The city’s half-cent capital 
improvement sales tax expires 
in 2018 and voters will have a 
chance to vote on an extension 

in the April municipal election. 
If voters agree to extend the 

tax for another eight years, the 
city could have between $12.6 
million and $15.1 million to 
spend on capital projects. 

Fire Department
Tuesday’s first presentation 

came from Washington Fire 
Chief Bill Halmich. 

Halmich said the capital im-
provement sales tax has been 

important to the fire depart-
ment. Funds from past taxes 
have helped build three fire sta-
tions and paid for the replace-
ment of aging trucks. 

If the tax is approved this 
year, Halmich said the depart-
ment would like to do both with 
sales tax funds. He said the fire 
department likely needs a new 
station on the eastern end of 
town and a truck to man the 

station. 
A study is currently being 

done to nail down the best loca-
tion, but Halmich said growth 
in the eastern area of town 
needs to be addressed with an 
additional fire station in the 
area of South Point Road. 

Halmich estimated the sta-
tion would cost about $2.1 mil-
lion. A new pumper truck for 
the station would cost about 
$525,000.

Halmich also said the fire de-

Allen Case 
Continued 
To January
n After Term Ends
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The next court hearing is slated for ear-
ly 2018 for three suspects accused in the 
death of a former probation officer and 
drug counselor.

On Tuesday, Circuit Judge Gael D. Wood 
set a hearing for Jan. 3, 2018, for Timothy D. 
Wonish, 32, and Whitney D. Robins, 29, and 
Blake S. Schindler, 18, all of Union, who are 
charged in the death of Kenneth Allen Jr., 70.

On Oct. 20, Judge Wood rejected the plea 
deals for Wonish and Robins. They then 
withdrew their guilty pleas before the Nov. 
14 hearing was set in Franklin County Cir-
cuit Court.

The suspects were indicted earlier this 
year by a Franklin County grand jury on 
the charges of felony murder, first-degree 
burglary and receiving stolen property in 
the death of Allen, which occurred Nov. 3, 
2016, at his home south of Washington.

On Oct. 30, Franklin County Prosecu-
tor Bob Parks filed a motion for a change 
of judge. The motion was denied by Judge 
Wood Tuesday. 

Judge Wood officially retired Oct. 20. 
He was appointed a senior judge Oct. 22 
through Dec. 31.

Judge Wood’s replacement will be ap-

Trail Likely 
To Open in
Spring 2018
n Expansion of 
Riverfront Trail

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

The new western expansion of the Rotary River-
front Trail may look ready to open, but that’s not 
the case.

Parks and Recreation Director Darren Dunkle 
said there’s still some work to be done at the site 
before people can use the trail. He estimates the 
new trail will be open sometime in the spring of 
2018.

Dunkle said he’s heard from several people 
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Nice Beak, Bernie!
Chandler Holtmeyer checks out the beak on Bernie the Blue Jay as she 

listened to a story during a Family Reading Night event held Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, at the Early Learning Center. Bernie and Washington High 
School cheerleaders read stories to the children in different classrooms 
throughout the building.    Missourian Photo.

Violation 
Tickets Up 
In County
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

With six weeks left in 2017, there have 
been 443 more tickets written this year 
in Franklin County than all of 2016 and 
technology may be the reason why.

According to county municipal court 
records, as of Nov. 13, 3,831 tickets had 
been written either by sheriff ’s deputies 
or for planning and zoning or building 
violations. In 2016, the combined total 
was 3,388.

Of the tickets this year, 70 were plan-
ning and zoning violations and 10 were 
building violations.

The remaining 363 were written by 
sheriff ’s deputies and then disposed 
through the county municipal court, which 
thus far has opened 4,717 cases in 2017.

Joseph Purschke, who is the prosecut-
ing attorney for the municipal court, 
says when someone is issued a ticket one 
of three things happens.

“About 50 percent pay the ticket by mail,” 
Purschke said. “Another 40 percent get a 
lawyer or show up in court and the other 10 
percent we never hear from again.”

Purschke added bench warrants are 
eventually issued for those who ignore 
their violation or traffic citation and a 
simple issue then becomes a greater 
charge.

Vigilant
Sheriff ’s Department Chief Deputy 

Bridge Work Continues
Work continued on the new Highway 47 bridge over the Missouri River Thursday, Nov. 16. Crews from Alberici 

Constructors Inc. were working at Bent 7 and installing crash wall forms and blankets, said Rob Hartwell with Al-
berici. Work also is being done on Bent 8 with crews installing a crash wall and rebar. 

Alberici crews began work on the $63 million project in mid-August last year after the Missouri Highways and Transportation 
Commission awarded the contract. The project involves building a new 2,560-foot-long bridge just to the west of the existing 
span, which was completed in 1936. The new bridge is scheduled to be open to traffic by November 2018.   Missourian Photo.

n Sales Tax Committee Continues Review
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