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‘Fantastic’ Five-Day Run for Fair
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

With “fantastic” weather and 
entertainment, the Washington 
Town & Country Fair had a suc-
cessful five-day run, said Chair-
man Brian Gildehaus.

“When you spend a year 
preparing and planning for a 
major outdoor event, and then 
the weather is as pleasant as 
it was, it’s hard to go wrong,” 
Gildehaus told The Missourian 
Monday afternoon.

“The weather was perfect, 
people came out and everything 
ran smoothly — it was just a 
great event overall,” he said.

The Fair kicked off Wednes-
day and ran through Sunday at 
the city fairgrounds.

Receipts Up
Although the temps did rise 

over the weekend, with Sunday 
being the warmest, it didn’t de-
ter the crowds or dampen their 

appetites with both food and 
beverages up 20.8 percent and 
38.5 percent respectively.

Overall, the 2018 Fair is up 
about 17.5 percent in total gross 
receipts from last year, based 
on preliminary reports, said 
Gildehaus.

Total receipts are estimated 
at $1,603,467, as compared to 
$1,364,136 in 2017.

“We feel very, very fortu-

nate looking at these numbers, 
but we had a full week of good 
weather and that really chang-
es things,” Gildehaus said. 
“Last year we had heavy rains 
on Saturday and Sunday so it’s 
not a true comparison from year 
to year.”

Preseason ticket sales this 
year totaled approximately 
$395,367, which was down 
about 9.6 percent. On-site ticket 

sales were $375,361. Combined, 
ticket sales are up 7 percent.

Gildehaus and his co-chair, 
Jason Unnerstall, were quick 
to point out that the Fair is 
not about the numbers, but the 
memories made and entertain-
ment value for fairgoers.

“And I think this year’s Fair 
offered plenty of that,” Gilde-
haus said.

The actual Fair profit won’t 
be known until all bills are paid, 
the chairmen noted, but over 

Record 
Livestock 
Auction

Records are made to be broken.
The Washington Fair Blue Ribbon Live-

stock Auction Saturday smashed the record 
set in 2015.

The new record gross is $473,158.50. The 
old record was $457,897.

The total gross last year was $450,573.
There were 170 market hogs auctioned, 

47 market steers, 24 market lambs and 11 
milk buckets.

The breakdown of the auction re-
sults:

Hogs, $250,982, $5.38 average per 
pound;

Steers, $167,772.50, $2.84 average per 
pound;

Lambs, $32,904, $10.65 average per 
pound;

Dairy, Milk Buckets, $21,500, average 
per bucket $2,558.82.

The grand champion hog sold for $10 a 
pound for a total of $2,820. The exhibitor 
was Taylor Scheer, New Haven. The hog 

Country music star, Jake Owen, performs Saturday night to a large crowd at Washington Town & Country Fair. Missourian Photo/Jeanne Miller Wood.

Riegel at the Rodeo
Elliott Riegel bounced on an inflatable bull Sunday, Aug. 5, at the 

Washington Town & Country Fair Stick Horse Rodeo. Contestants 
used stick horses and inflatable animals to compete in rodeo events. 
Awards were given for best times and best dressed.   Missourian Photo.

Hog Sale 
Eclipses 
Last Year  
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Going once, going twice, 170 hogs sold.
For the fifth straight year, the Washing-

ton Fair Market Hog auction set a new re-
cord for gross receipts and missed tying the 
record for total number of hogs sold by just 
one.

A total of 170 hogs, nine more than last 
year, was auctioned Saturday, bringing in 
$250,982 in gross receipts, topping the 2017 
auction total of $247,335 by $3,647.

The 2018 auction was also just one hog 
away from tying the all-time record for hogs 
of 171 set in 2007.

The average price per pound paid at the 
auction Saturday was $5.38 per pound, 
which is down 25 cents from last year.

The record of $6.41 per pound set in 2005 
still stands.

The average price per pound at the 2016 

n Gross Receipts Up 17.5 Percent
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