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Quilting for Veterans
Mary Jo Ulett, right, Concord Hill, hand-stitches a quilt along with Evelyn Busch, 

Dutzow, during a Quilts of Valor work session held Monday, Jan. 15, at the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Parish Center in Dutzow. Quilts of Valor makes and distributes quilts to 
veterans and service members touched by war to provide comfort and healing. The 
nonprofit group presented three finished quilts to veterans Monday.    Missourian Photo.

‘We Shall Overcome’
Attendees at the annual Martin Luther King Jr. celebration at East Central College closed the ceremony by joining 

hands and singing “We Shall Overcome.” The ceremony, titled “The World Without Racism,” was held Sunday, Jan. 
14. It was sponsored by Neighbors United-Undoing Racism and ECC. The ceremony featured several songs and a 
keynote speech from Amy Hunter, the manager of diversity and inclusion for St. Louis Children’s Hospital. From left 
are Carl Bowers Jr. and the Rev. Paul Schwartzkopf.   Missourian Photo.

Friday Headliners Announced for Fair
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

In a change from tradition, 
the Washington Town & Coun-
try Fair has made its first en-
tertainment announcement for 
2018 — a Red Dirt triple fea-
ture on Friday night.

The Fair typically unveils 
the full Main Stage lineup at 
the Washington Area Chamber 
of Commerce banquet in March, 

along with a video showcasing 
all of the bands and some of the 
special exhibits. The Fair is a 
division of the Chamber.

Three bands will take the 
stage Friday night, Aug. 3 — 
Chris Knight, Jason Boland & 
The Stragglers, and The Turn-
pike Troubadours.

The Fair will open Wednes-
day, Aug. 1, and run through 
Sunday, Aug. 5, at the city fair-
grounds. This year’s theme is 
“Your Bridge to Fun” as a nod 
to the new Highway 47 bridge 
under construction.

Amanda Griesheimer, mar-
keting director for the Fair and 

Chamber, said the Fair Board 
already had some of the Main 
Stage acts booked and felt early 
promotion would build excite-
ment and hopefully ticket sales.

“The Chamber also is tweak-
ing its banquet program this 
year as well, so it seemed like a 
good time to change things up,” 

Griesheimer said. “We will still 
show the video at the banquet 
and Fair Chairman Brian Gild-
ehaus will speak and introduce 
the Fair Board.”

The Chamber plans to an-
nounce the remaining acts for 
the Pepsi Main Stage, as well as 
other attractions for the 2018 
Fair, via @washmofair social 
media accounts on Thursday 
afternoons throughout January 

Longtime
Local, State 
Leader Dies
n Smith Served 
Two Governors

By Karen Butterfield
Missourian Staff Writer

Ralph N. Smith, Union, a former Frank-
lin County presiding commissioner who later 
served on the staff of Govs. Christopher “Kit” 
Bond and John Ashcroft, passed away Sunday.

His career in local 
and state government 
spanned nearly 50 years. 
He was 88 years old.

Former U.S. Attorney 
General, Gov. and U.S. 
Sen. John Ashcroft said 
Smith was “a marvelous 
human being.” 

“He took to heart every 
situation and treated it 
with care as if it were re-

lated to his own family or neighbors,” Ashcroft 
said. 

Smith was chairman of the State Tax Com-
mission for a number of years. 

Former Gov. and U.S. Sen. Kit Bond said 
Smith came in after he had a “very tumultu-
ous first term in the governor’s office.”

“Ralph turned it all around,” Bond said. 
“We started getting along well with other peo-
ple and the Legislature, even though the Leg-
islature was more than 70 percent opposed to 
me.

“They got everything done that they wanted 
and I got everything I wanted done, and it was 
no small achievement given the political dif-
ferences and the problems I had in the past.”

Smith served as Franklin County’s deputy 
county clerk from 1950-58, and then served 
two terms as county clerk from 1959-66.

He was elected presiding judge of the coun-
ty’s administrative court (now known as the 
county commission) in 1966, and served two 
terms in that office, stepping down in 1975, 
following an unsuccessful bid for the Missouri 
Senate in 1974.

Smith was a leader in bringing planning 
and zoning to the county, and in the adoption 
of other codes and regulations for building, 
subdivisions and mobile home parks.

After giving 25 years of service in county 
government, Smith worked for Gov. Bond as 
executive assistant of operations from 1975-
77.

In 1977, Smith became director of state 
and local government affairs for the Missouri 
Farm Bureau, a position he held until 1986.

He then served four years as chairman 
of the Missouri State Tax Commission from 
1986-90.

In 1990, Gov. Ashcroft appointed Smith to 
his staff as senior director of legislative affairs.

When Ashcroft left the governor’s office, 
Smith was named to the Commission on the 
Retirement, Removal and Discipline of Judg-
es. He served on that board until 1998.

Smith also served on the advisory board of 
St. John’s Mercy Hospital, Washington.

Bill Miller, Sr., of The Missourian, who 
covered county government for more than 
40 years, said Smith was the “right man in 
Franklin County at the right time.

“He saw that changes were needed in 

Charges 
Filed in 
Homicide
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A 24-year-old man was charged 
Monday in the shooting death of 
Darrell L. Johnson in the Roberts-
ville area.  

Wesley L. Tatom was charged in 
the Franklin County Associate Cir-
cuit Court with second-degree mur-
der. A $250,000 cash-only bond was 
set for his release. Authorities al-
lege that Tatom shot Johnson with 
a shotgun following an altercation 
Friday, Jan. 12, at 9 p.m. in the 1200 
block of Warfield Road where John-
son had been staying in a camper.

Court records show Tatom’s last 

Former Mayor Hirschl Died Sunday
Former Washington mayor Richard 

“Dick” Hirschl — who volunteered in 
numerous capacities over several de-
cades — died Sunday.

Hirschl, 88, has a record of more 
than five decades of volunteer and 
public service, highlighted by serving 
10 years as mayor, from 1968 to 1978.

He arrived on the scene when Wash-

ington was still electing councilmen 
and the mayor by partisan govern-
ment. 

It was during his tenure as mayor 
that the city proposed and citizens ap-
proved a 1-cent sales tax for needed 
improvements.

The improvements included a new 
firehouse at Fifth and Stafford streets; 

new library and po-
lice station; swim-
ming pool repairs and 
expansion; upgrades 
to the secondary sew-
age treatment plant; 
a start on riverfront 
development and the 
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