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Mad Science Fun at St. Vincent’s
Mad scientist Ted Drury, left, holds a leaf blower as Clara Nowak, center, holds a plunger with a roll of toilet paper 

while Abe Voss is being wrapped like a snowman Thursday, Dec. 7, when Mad Science St. Louis visited the school 
for a presentation on air and air pressure. Hot air balloons, vortex generators and even a hovercraft helped the 
children understand the power of air.    Missourian Photo.

Shopping Done
Carter, left, and Ayden Hopson show off their haul after the Kids Holiday Shopping Night at 

Cowan’s Wednesday. The event is organized by downtown merchants and is supported by the 
Washington Chamber and Downtown Washington Inc. Most gifts were under $10. More than 150 
people attended the annual event. Free gift wrapping was provided by First Washington United 
Methodist Church.  Missourian Photo.

City Cuts List of Sales Tax Projects

New Bridge Names Submitted

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington city staff present-
ed cuts totaling over $6 million 
in proposed capital improvement 
sales tax projects at Tuesday’s 
Washington Sales Tax Commit-
tee meeting. 

Despite the significant cuts, 
the estimated projects still total 
$20,034,600 — well above the 
$12.6 million to $15.1 million the 
sales tax is projected to generate 
if voters approve an eight-year 

extension in April. 
After city department heads 

finished their presentations 
for projects last week, City Ad-
ministrator Darren Lamb told 
the committee cuts were made. 

Lamb said he, Parks and Recre-
ation Director Darren Dunkle, 
Director of Public Services John 
Nilges and Director of Commu-
nity and Economic Development 
Sal Maniaci reviewed the pro-

posals and began paring down 
the list. 

Going through each proj-
ect proposed by the city, Lamb 
said costs were reviewed and 
trimmed. For example, the pub-
lic works requests originally to-
taled $3.25 million. Lamb said 

The response has been strong in 
asking the public for suggestions to 
name the new Highway 47 bridge over 
the Missouri River at Washington.

The Missourian asked people to sub-
mit their suggestions in an unofficial sur-
vey of residents of this area. There is no 
guarantee that any of the names submit-
ted will be selected by the Missouri De-
partment of Transportation (MoDOT).

Some of the names submitted were 
a surprise but others were not. Some 
people suggested several names. Sug-
gestions may still be submitted. 

Here are the suggestions that 
have been received by The Mis-
sourian so far. 

Jo Schaper, Pacific, suggested the 
bridge be named after Ralph Greg-
ory. “I hope the bridge lasts as long 

as he did.” Gregory, a local historian, 
lived for 105 years.

Julius T. Anton, Washington, sub-
mitted two names: “The Heritage 
Bridge” or “The Rhineland Bridge.”

“For a humble life of public ser-
vice” the bridge should be named the 
“Frances Purschke Memorial Bridge” 
— submitted by Eric Stubblefield, 

Police Nab 
Suspect in 
Burglaries
n Targeted Churches

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A Villa Ridge man was 
charged Thursday with 
burglarizing multiple area 
churches and trading stolen 
electronics and musical instru-
ments for drugs.

Timothy J. Buerk Jr., 32, 
was named in a felony com-
plaint on eight counts of 
second-degree burglary. He 
is being held at the Franklin 
County Jail on a $30,000 cash-
only bond.

He is accused of stealing a 15-passenger van, elec-
tronics and musical instruments used during worship, 
as well as cash after breaking into the churches through 
windows and rummaging through offices.

According to Sheriff Steve Pelton, there have been 
seven reports in two weeks of burglaries at churches 
in unincorporated areas of the county. There also were 
three burglaries in St. Clair.

Pelton noted that Buerk has admitted to several of 
the crimes, but not all of the burglaries.

Buerk was arrested Wednesday morning at a resi-
dence in the Paradise Mobile Home Park in St. Clair. 
Investigators tracked some of the stolen property to an 
apartment in St. Clair where it was being stored. The 
van, stolen from Hilltop Advent Christian Church, Pa-
cific, was located at the McDonald’s in St. Clair.

Authorities allege Buerk traded stolen items for 
methamphetamines.

Pelton explained that Buerk forced his way in 
through windows and doors, and targeted daily offer-
ings and musical equipment, and other items that could 

Couple Charged  
With Producing 
Counterfeit Bills
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

A Warren County couple is 
facing multiple forgery charges 
relating to a counterfeiting op-
eration that spread into Wash-
ington. 

Robert J. Ellis, 36, and Sa-
mantha C. Ellis, 38, have been 
charged with three felony counts 
of forgery, and two felony counts 
of possession of a forging instru-
ment. 

Samantha Ellis also was 
charged with one felony count 
of possession of a controlled sub-
stance. 

The husband and wife are 
from the Marthasvile area near 
Holstein. 

Charges against Samantha 

Ellis were filed Tuesday, Dec. 5, 
in Warren County Associate Cir-
cuit Court. Charges against her 
husband were filed the next day.

Washington police said the 
couple and their associates were 
the primary suspects in a rash 
of counterfeit bills discovered in 
the city this year. 

Washington police said they 
had been working with the War-
ren County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment during the investigation 
into the counterfeit bills. The 
Warren County Sheriff ’s De-
partment received a search war-
rant on the suspects Tuesday. 

According to a probable cause 
statement filed by the Warren 
County Sheriff ’s Department, 
deputies received information 

Buerk 
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